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Welcome to our much appreciated faculty and staff members, our students who are preparing for 
their final exams, I am sure with great joy, the extended AUB Community.  Welcome to this very 
special ceremony as together we are going to wrap up the celebrations of our 150th anniversary of 
our cherished and magnificent University.   
 
Ironically, this day coincides with the 75th anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor … Pearl Harbor, 
of course, was the stealth military strike by the Imperial Japanese Army against the United States 
Naval Base in Hawaii.  The attack was a profound shock for America and led directly to the American 
engagement in the Second World War which was, as we all know, by far the greatest catastrophe in 
terms of lost lives of modern times, it cost more than 50 million civilian lives and almost as many 
combatants.   
 
So, while the world powers were at war, AUB was actually standing firm.  In fact, during those times, 
many people came to campus to escape from the conflict that was swirling all around.  So, this 
culture of resilience was not only evident for AUB during the Second World War, but it’s something 
that was evident during the First World War, and for those of you who have the time to go, I can’t 
recommend strongly enough that you go to the exhibit that has been lovingly collated by our 
magnificent archives team from the Library over at West Hall.  During the Great War, as people call, 
the First World War, AUB’s medical center worked tirelessly to provide assistance and sustenance to 
the larger community, and that exhibit shows the extent to which the University protected many 
people from the wrath of the dueling powers and particularly the Ottomans.  Actually, the Ottoman 
leader of the region, Jamal Pasha, recognized AUB’s great humanitarian crisis.  This was to prepare 
the University to survive the much longer savagery of the Lebanese civil war which lasted fifteen-
and-a-half years throughout which the University remained open.  Again, the community at AUB 
stood tall and it kept its high educational standards and continued to graduate many notable alumni, 
and they, and the faculty continued to serve with honor and distinction.  So now, 26 years after the 
end of the Lebanese civil war, I think it is finely time to move forward, to reflect on everything that’s 
happened in the past, but to look confidently forward into the future.   
 
That’s what we’ve used this past 150th year to do.  Not only to celebrate the great accomplishments 
of the last 150 years, but to use that to get to know ourselves, our strengths, our weaknesses as an 
institution, as a community, to look at the areas where we need to grow.  So, I hope that those of 
you who were concerned that it was a long exercise in patting ourselves on the back the University is 
all ready for what’s to come which is going to be a confident step forward to try to build for an 
important future here.  So, while we celebrate all that’s happened, and I want to thank everyone 
who’s participated in all the events of the last year, I think we have to move forward embracing the 
things that make us great and reinforcing them as we expand on our mission.  So, those key areas 
that we have to continue to embrace include our liberal arts ethos in education, and our willingness 
to embrace adversity and to turn obstacles into opportunities towards a fair and better tomorrow 
for all.   
 
Ever since the initial establishment of the Syrian Protestant College and enduring until today, all the 
great moments that we have been through have been highlighted this year in one way or another.  
There could not have been a more comprehensive, more impressive celebration, nor a more  



 

 
 
 
purposeful determination shown to move forward than what we’ve seen in the last year.  This 
started with the Inauguration Ceremony that was beautifully executed by our team from 
Advancement and Development who worked tirelessly, and I want to emphasize again and again 
without spending a penny of operating dollars or student tuition to hold every single event that 
you’ve seen this year.  The alumni chapters around the world have rallied to have events.  They got 
more engaged, they’ve redoubled their purpose, they’ve enhanced their connection.  Our academic 
chapters and our schools and faculties have repurposed themselves for the challenges that we now 
face as we’re facing the great humanitarian crises of the 21st Century, which is the displacement of 
enormous numbers of people from their homelands.    
 
I am proud to say that our faculty have embraced this on a daily basis, our staff have shown 
remarkable resilience in adapting to these difficult times, and our students have created effort after 
effort to reach out to support those less fortunate.  That’s from my perspective, and I think from the 
perspective of our administration also, really distinguished this year.  I’ve seen time and again 
people stretch out their hands, create new projects, go serve individuals educationally, medically, 
and socially in so many ways to make a difference.  That’s really the basis, the DNA if you wish, of 
this University.  And, I think as we’ve started to review those areas where we feel we can improve, 
where we can grow, we’ve never lost sight of the mission which is to make a difference for those less 
fortunate, to make the lives of all more abundant.   
 
So, as we wrap up this fantastic year, I’d really like to start the celebrations by extending my 
heartfelt thanks to every single person who has worked, directly or indirectly, on the execution of 
the events, on the maintenance of the mission, on the enhancement of the quality of life for those 
less fortunate.  I want to say thank you to all our wonderful teams of staff members across the 
University.  Each and every one of you has played a vital role in making this year impactful, a special, 
and significant year. 
 

بحب اشكر كل العاملين بهيدة الجامعة، كل واحد منكن عمل فرق كبير بالنسبة لهالسنة االحتفالية المتفوقة.  

ا بتقدرا وما بتنسيها وان AUB،  بالسهرة وبالمساء، ال بالنهار وبالليل AUBشكرا عالساعات يلى ادمتوا لل 

شخصيا بقدرا كتير وبتمنالكن انو تكونوا استمتعتوا بهالسنة، انو الخير لقدام، الن رح نشتغل اكتر مما اشتغلنا 
    (Applause).هالسنة

 
(In colloquial Arabic) I would like to thank all the University’s workers, each one of you has made the 
difference in this outstanding celebratory year. Thank you for the long hours which you gave to AUB, 
day and night, morning and evening. It is greatly appreciated and we won’t forget. And I personally 
appreciated it fully, and I hope that you have enjoyed this year because more is yet to come, we will 
have to work even harder next year than we’ve work this year.  

 
To our faculty members, and I want to say I am stunned by the number of faculty members I see 
here, where are you in all the Town Halls about anything other than tenure?  Thank you for helping 
us spread knowledge and inspiration so boldly, to our incredible students!  Each and every one of 
you is vital and innovative and giving in your own way. You really make me extremely proud in your 
contributions to the University, to the ethos of what we do, to creating the atmosphere for the 
knowledge of extraordinary people, to perhaps do even greater things than we do today.  Had it not 
been for you, our extraordinary students could not acquire the tailored skills necessary to make 
tomorrow brighter, fairer, and more just for Lebanon and the Arab world.  So, I tip my cap to the 
faculty for all their contributions, from the academic symposium, the longest dabkeh, the 
magnificent scientific and literary symposia, the historical symposia that are even going on today  



 

 
 
 
about Marj Dabek. The fact that AUB was the only university in the Arab world that’s ranked in the 
top 100 by employer assessment is a testament to you.  You send out our students prepared and 
ready to make a difference, so thank you very much!  (Applause). 
 
To our students who are the most important part of what we try to achieve and incredibly vital 
members of our community.  I think that we, the faculty, the staff, and even the much-reviled 
administration, we are inspired by your example.  We know that you believe that you can make a 
difference, and our job is to help you make that difference.  For every obstacle that you overcome, 
we are proud of you; for everyone that you have passed, we admire you.  Your time at AUB is more 
than just an education.  It is a time to pick up a culture, a commitment, a basis of knowledge, but 
yes, a resilience and a determination to go out and make a difference.  I know that all of you 
appreciate the education that you get here and the inculturation, as I’ve been saying the last few 
days, you get here.  I hope you benefited from this year while learning more about the great legacy 
that you will go on to fulfill, to expand, and to improve on.  So, thank you and bravo to the students.  
(Applause). 
 
Finally, to our alumni, many of whom I see here, having made a special effort on top of the regulars 
in the community; many of you are regulars, I see you on weekends.  You make us proud!  Yesterday 
was yet another day of celebrating what we can call the Year of Huda Zoghbi as she won the 
Breakthrough Prize, possibly the greatest basic scientist ever to graduate from this University.  And 
the alumni are the people who help carry us forward and create new opportunities for our 
magnificent students.  We see our alumni as the natural extension of a blanket of knowledge, of 
enlightenment, of understanding and appreciation that has spread all over the world.  We’re going 
to be counting on you more and more than ever to create opportunities for our wonderful group of, 
I am going to call them citizen soldiers, who are our students.  They are going to go out and make a 
difference as you have. We need you to provide more opportunities for them because without our 
students, without our faculty, without our staff, without our alumni, I don’t think that we can help 
transform the world into the much better place it needs to be for all its citizens.  For all the concern 
that 2016 has created with an ugly nativist dialogue in many of the elections across the world, the 
sense that different parts of Europe and in the United States want to reseal into an isolation stands 
your determination as an AUB community to go out there and to make a difference and to push for 
the sisterhood and the brotherhood of the human race is inspiring.  So all I can say safely is what a 
fantastic year this has been.  I want to thank everyone of you for everything you’ve done to make it 
an incredible year, and I am going to thank you in advance for all the hard work you’re going to do 
next year when we’re going to work even harder and do even more and say “Happy 150th 
Anniversary AUB”! 


