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Good evening, friends, family members of the graduates, Excellencies, faculty, staff, trustees, and 
alumni, and graduates of the AUB-CEC Class of 2016! Congratulations to you, all 250 of you, 
including the 180 of you who are here today on your graduation day!   
 
REP and AUB-CEC Program are very important ambassadorial and impactful arms of the University.  
AUB desires to play a role, and I am paraphrasing the great Howard Bliss, AUB’s second president, 
not in training doctors and pharmacists and businessmen and merchants and others, but rather in 
making doctors and pharmacists, formerly, and all of you into men and women of leadership and of 
substance. AUB, through CEC, serves an entirely different clientele, a group that we expect to carry 
the model and the imprimatur of AUB forward in an important way.   
 
You are obtaining this education in many cases as adults, and as adults, you are able to educate 
yourself in those things in life that matter, and I will argue that today, in an era where the Arab 
world is undergoing convulsions, economic, political, and in the realm of security, there is no more 
powerful tool than education.   
 
The continuing education that you have obtained here at AUB is, therefore, not just a powerful tool 
for you to advance your future, but an important instrument for you to deploy as you seek to make a 
difference in your lives and the lives of those less fortunate. AUB seeks to position itself as the 
institution in the Arab world that is most impactful, that is most far reaching, and most of all, that is 
most fair. And to be fair, we need to engage a new type of students, and you represent these 
students. A very powerful component in achieving one of AUB’s core objectives is serving the 
community through studies of impact, and the most impactful tool, study after study has shown, is 
that of education. CEC provides knowledge to the community at large, all ages, all levels, all 
industries.   
 
Tonight, I think we will have 307 students who will receive certificates and diplomas in eleven 
different specializations. CEC offers courses in over 220 areas, 26 certificates, and five diplomas.  In 
this last year, I believe, it was a record we had almost 2,200 registrations in CEC courses. And 
candidly, and I am glad our outstanding REP vice president, Dr. Hassan Diab, has his deodorant on, 
this is just the beginning. We expect that you and your successors will begin to be the pioneers of a 
new type of education, and by that I don’t just mean electronic education, but education for adults 
and continuing education. The highest mark of an academician, of a true scholar, and I can think of 
no finer scholar than Dr. Makhluf Haddadin sitting in the front row, my senior, most trusted advisor, 
the most important hallmark of a scholar is being a life-long learner.   
 
So today, as you receive your certificates, they inculcate you into AUB’s community of life-long 
learning. We congratulate you on your accomplishments; we salute you for your ambitions and your 
goals, and we will support you as you make those goals and those ambitions come forth so that they 
can manifest themselves in service of the region, the country, and the world. We look forward to 
continuing to see you on your alma mater’s campus in this year and many years to come.   
Congratulations! 


