
 

     

 
                                                                                                               July 18, 2017  

Dear AUB Community, 
 
In my inauguration speech, I announced a major presidential initiative to enhance 
AUB’s health footprint in the region and globally. This strategic health initiative is 
evolving into a comprehensive vision that we are labeling HEALTH 2025. Through 
HEALTH 2025, AUB will establish a Health Sciences Complex (HSC) that will strategically 
and functionally align all the core units interested and/or involved in health. An integral 
component of the HSC is a new flagship unit that will serve as a hub for interdisciplinary 
research, capacity building and dedicated service in global health. In line with our 
vision, I am pleased to announce the establishment of AUB’s Global Health Institute 
(GHI), the first such institute in the region.  

GHI’s establishment is a culmination of significant efforts, led by Associate Vice 
President for Health Affairs Shadi Saleh working with EVP/Dean Mohamed Sayegh, 
which have been invested in the 14-month foundational phase of HEALTH 2025. These 
efforts have resulted to date in the launching of three interdisciplinary programs 
directed by faculty members from different health units:  

       Conflict Medicine Program 

       Refugee Health Program 

       Nutrition, Obesity and Related Disease Program 

Although relatively new, the programs’ footprint in the global health arena has been 
significant, with additional impactful programs being considered for establishment in 
the coming period. Recently, EVP/Dean Sayegh and AVP Saleh secured a $5 million 
donation to formally establish GHI. In addition, AVP Saleh has secured a five-year CAD 
1.7 million core foundational grant for GHI from Canada’s International Development 
Research Center (IDRC).  We will continue to build on this important initiative through a 
series of meetings and town halls over the upcoming academic year to meaningfully 
face the region’s daunting health challenges. 

In recognition of Dr. Saleh’s outstanding leadership and stewardship of this initiative, it 
is my pleasure to appoint him as the Founding Director of GHI. Please join me in 
congratulating Dr. Saleh on his appointment and in wishing him continuing successes in 
his roles.  

 



I take this opportunity to remind our AUB community that our health efforts are 
targeted towards the development of a sustainable future for health in the Arab 
World.  I am therefore confident that the formal launch of GHI and our path towards 
establishing the HSC will further enhance AUB's leading regional position and its global 
prominence in health.  

Best regards,  
   
Fadlo R. Khuri, MD                  
President 

 
 

  

 

 


