
April 8, 2020

Dear AUB community, 

I hope you are managing well in the difficult circumstances we find ourselves. At the 
beginning of this academic year no one could have imagined the logistical and 
emotional challenges our students and professors would face to realize the 
demanding learning outcomes that we set at AUB. To our students, even though you 
are scarcely past your teenage years, you have already overcome obstacles to your 
education that call to mind the toughest impediments your parents’ generation had to 
face during the civil war. 

We have already addressed the issue of grading, offering a pass/no-pass option for 
our students. Graduating students have also been asking what our plans are for 
Commencement, scheduled for June 5 and 6. Our graduation ceremony is a 
quintessential AUB experience in the magnificent outdoor setting of Green Field, with 
the inspirational presence of distinguished honorands, and row-upon-row of families 
and new graduates, buoyed with pride in their achievement and excitement about 
their future. We believe our graduating students deserve better than us cancelling this 
ceremony because of the COVID-19 pandemic. We have also ruled out a “virtual 
commencement” with digital participation that would fall so far short of the physical 
event. 

In the circumstances, therefore, we have decided to postpone the university’s 151st

Commencement Exercises until such time as it is possible to hold a ceremony worthy 
of AUB’s lofty standards. We shall aim in principle to hold the event in September 
around the start of the fall term. If stringent pandemic measures still obtain by that 
time, we shall work towards a later date. I want all our graduating students to take 
heart. You are doing everything you can to complete your world-class AUB education. 
We shall do everything in our power to give you all a graduation ceremony to 
remember.

Best regards,

Fadlo R. Khuri, MD
President


