
  

 

March 27, 2020 

Dear AUB faculty and students,  
  
With April fast approaching, we are finally nearing the end of this tumultuous 2019-20 
academic year, which has witnessed the disruption and instability associated with the 
deterioration of the Lebanese economy, the October 17 uprising, and now the 
coronavirus lockdown and an imminent global recession. While everyone—faculty, 
students, staff, alumni, and friends—has striven to maintain AUB’s high standards in 
the face of major challenges, we recognize the particular burden on our student 
population in realizing their academic potential, with that impact weighing more 
heavily on some than others. Therefore, the AUB leadership, Board of Deans, and 
University Senate have approved a temporary measure for the spring term that 
ensures students are not unfairly disadvantaged in their course grades. The alternate 
course grading option will not increase the burden on our faculty and can be 
implemented quickly. 
  
The decision is to make available to students the option of a pass/no-pass (P/NP) final 
grade for their courses, instead of the regular letter or numeric grade. By making it 
optional, students whose circumstances favor receiving a regular letter or numeric 
grade in any individual course can make that choice. This will allow all our students 
maximum flexibility in assessing the impact of the current situation in their own 
individual and unique circumstances. In either case, we encourage students to choose 
the course grading option that they believe serves them best. 
  
We realize that there will be many questions about implications of this temporary 
measure. These include questions about academic standing (probation, promotion, 
Deans Honor Lists) and transferring into a major. We are creating frequently asked 
questions (FAQs) pages for faculty and students which will include currently known 
questions and others as they arise. Answers to these questions will be posted as they 
are developed and we encourage you to visit the site often.  
  
What has been approved is that students will be permitted to view their final grade for 
each course in AUBsis in late May in order to make an informed choice whether to opt 
into the P/NP grading option for any individual course. Faculty members will assign a 
final grade according to the student’s choice.  
 
 

  

https://www.aub.edu.lb/academics/Pages/faqs-faculty.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/academics/Pages/faqs-students.aspx


• “Pass” (P) shall be assigned for satisfactory performance, i.e., 60 (or D) and 
above for undergraduate work, and 70 (or C+) for graduate work. It will carry 
credit, but will not count in the calculation of the GPA. It will also count toward 
satisfying a prerequisite requirement as well as toward satisfying any minimum 
grade requirement. 

• “No-pass” (NP) shall be assigned for unsatisfactory work. No-pass will carry no 
credit, but will also not count in the calculation of the GPA.  

  
A notation on the transcript will indicate that all evaluations for the spring term 2019-
2020 were made in a period of significant academic disruption. 
  
We trust that being able to choose the pass/no-pass option according to the process 
outlined above will give students some peace of mind with respect to their grades. At 
the same time, it will help maintain our mission of education by allowing both 
students and faculty to concentrate their total, sustained efforts on successfully 
achieving the learning outcomes of spring courses. More important, it is intended to 
focus once more on the value of learning and to deemphasize the importance of 
grades. After all, AUB aspires to inspire and encourage life-long learning, a quality all 
AUB citizens should continue to commit to.  
  
Best regards, 
  
Fadlo R. Khuri, MD                                                     Mohamed Harajli, PhD 

President                                                                     Provost 
 

  

  
 
 


