
 

  

 

August 17, 2020  

Dear members of the AUB community, 
 
I hope that you and your loved ones are recovering from the catastrophic explosion on 
August 4 in the Port of Beirut. Since then, our facilities teams have been hard at work 
to rehabilitate and secure AUB’s teaching, research, and working spaces in 
preparation for the fall term. I am humbled by the support we have been receiving 
from our community members, our friends, and our extended AUB family across the 
globe. It is a true testament to the strength of this community, which has sustained 
AUB through its difficult times. 
 
On July 3, we announced that we were planning for a safe return to campus life in the 
fall term. We had been eager to bring as many as possible of our community together 
to interact in-person, and our hope was to hold graduation ceremonies on campus in 
September. However, in addition to the unprecedented disruption wrought by the 
port explosion, including widespread damage on campus, our Expert Committee on 
COVID-19 has been monitoring the trajectory of the pandemic closely and expressed 
deep concern last week for the sharp increase in numbers of COVID-positive cases.  
 
We have decided therefore to postpone the start of the fall term until September 7, 
2020, with courses being delivered almost exclusively online for at least the first 
month. We have also with great regret made the decision to defer the graduation 
ceremonies that we were planning to hold in September. However, we will continue 
to look for alternative ways to celebrate our students’ achievements, and will 
communicate our plans in due time. We shall also continue planning in the hope and 
expectation of holding some in-person activities on campus, as soon as it is safe to do 
so, and we intend to end the term as scheduled on December 19 through adjustments 
during the term.  
 
The health and safety of our community remain our top priorities and we are 
committed to accommodating, to the greatest extent possible, the students who 
cannot or are not prepared to come to campus for in-person activities. Our faculty and 
staff have been working diligently to ensure students will have fulfilling and enriching 
experiences regardless of instructional modalities. We expect that many questions 
remain, and more information related to academics will be forthcoming from the 
Office of the Registrar and the Office of the Provost before the end of this week. 
 

https://www.aub.edu.lb/President/Documents/Messages/Firstupdatefall-2020-term.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/President/Documents/Messages/Graduation-ceremonies-June-26.pdf
https://www.aub.edu.lb/emergency/Documents/committee-aug-13.pdf


I know that to our students, faculty, and staff, this might be a disappointing turn of 
events, and these decisions were not made lightly. We must also recognize the added 
burden of the recent tragic blast as well as the economic and health crises. To help 
care for our community, the AUB Counseling Center as well as the Department of 
Psychiatry, in collaboration with the Employee Health Unit, are offering individual 
counseling sessions for students and for AUB and AUBMC faculty and staff, 
respectively. To students, please visit the Counseling Center’s webpage for more 
information. To faculty and staff, please call ext: 8030 for inquiries or to schedule a 
session. 
 
I am grateful to everyone in the AUB community for your understanding, and for the 
work you are doing to support all those who are in need. Despite these monumental 
challenges, I remain hopeful that we will soon be able to return to life together, 
interacting in person, on our beautiful and restored AUB campus.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Fadlo R. Khuri, MD 
President 

 

  

  
 

https://www.aub.edu.lb/SAO/Pages/Counseling-Center.aspx

