
 

 Phedonas Phedonos, Mayor of Pafos   

 

This evening is historic and will be recorded in the calendar of this small Mediterranean town as one of the most 

important milestones in its 2,400-year history. The establishment of a University in a small town assumes a 

particular and unique significance that cannot be compared with any other event in the living path of this town. Our 

small town with the long and rich history is especially honoured tonight by the arrival of the American University 

of Beirut. 

 

As Local Authority of the town, of which I have the honour to lead for the last seven years, we seek its prosperity 

through the goods and benefits offered by university education. During these years through which we have been 

trying to regenerate the town and set it on a path towards intellectual and economic progress, we were not tempted 

to choose the easy methods and solutions offered in a nice wrap by some sectors of the Economy.  

 

In my address tonight I will attempt to answer three key questions: 

 

-Why is the establishment of a university in a small town important. 

 

-What can be the role of AUB – Mediterraneo, which we are today establishing, in the promotion and consolidation 

of Democracy and Peace in our region. 

 

-Finally, how will this University play a role in the deepening of the relations between the people of our region and 

the United States of America. 

 

Regarding the first question, I believe that it is the fate of small towns, due to their small population, to have 

limited intellectual resources. The number of talented and gifted citizens is also limited. We know from history but 

also from examples of the modern era that the future of a place is determined by its talented and intelligent citizens. 

So the presence of such a great University in our town will undoubtedly overturn this fact and bring to our town 

some of the most talented and smart young people from all countries in our region. The creation of an academic 

and student community here in Pafos will bring intellectual depth and a vigorous dynamic to the town which will 

lead it to a period of prosperity and progress since the fastest and safest path to a prosperous society and economy 

passes through university laboratories, libraries and classrooms. At a time when Education is the best hope for our 

future, we declare ourselves present and work with the best. 

 

What matters to us now is that the arrival of the American University of Beirut in Pafos places us on the world map 

of university education. Few universities around the world have the tradition, history and influence that this 

University has. For decades it was the only and leading University in the Middle East, a tradition that continues 

today, despite the difficulties and competition that arise from time to time, and remains among the 220 top 

Universities in the world. Tonight, Pafos is conversing with the cities of our neighbourhood, promising that in the 

coming years it will play an important role in spreading knowledge, the principles of humanism as shaped by the 

Renaissance and liberal ideas as they originated in ancient Greece and reached as far as nowadays. Nothing more 

important could we offer our town, as Local Authority and I as Mayor who have been fortunate enough to 

administer its public affairs. 

 

Regarding the second question, I believe that the new University can reliably and effectively function as an 

ambassador of the theory of peace and democratization through the promotion and transmission of quality high 

education. There are difficulties and adversities which are serious and complex, but there are reasons that allow me 

to be realistically optimistic.  

 

The new University, capitalizing on the long and successful experience of the mother AUB to manage issues of 

coexistence and cooperation of groups with different religions and cultural backgrounds, is in a position to 

convincingly convey the messages of brotherhood, solidarity, mutual respect and equality, which are the 

foundations for any honest compromise but also for the establishment and development of a democratic and 

prosperous society. This may not be very important for a university institution in the Western world but it acquires 

major importance in our wider region. 
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University education has the privilege of constituting a pillar of Democracy and Peace in itself, since educated 

people are the ones who best understand the benefits of their existence and thus become the best servants of these 

values. This fact combined with ABU's ability to penetrate multicultural societies, shows that there is ground for 

great progress. 

 

The ability of AUB-Mediterraneo to play such a role is unquestionably enhanced by its connection to the United 

States of America, a beacon of global higher education and a country in which the mother institution is based. AUB 

follows the standards of American non-profit universities with a clear orientation towards liberal and non-

discriminatory and inclusive university education. It is precisely these characteristics of the University that make us 

here in Pafos and Cyprus believe that you are the most suitable institution to settle on this land, which history has 

recorded as the crossroads of three continents. From now on and with the full support of all of us, you will be able 

in the coming decades, if not to completely fill the minds of young students with a growing body of knowledge, to 

light a fire in the minds of every young person in order to illuminate values such as Peace, Democracy and 

progress. 

 

It is very important that AUB has chosen to expand into European Union territory. Starting from the fact that it is 

established in a state that respects and recognizes in practice the freedom and independence of university 

institutions, I find particularly interesting and important the coupling of the long and glorious tradition of AUB 

with what Cyprus entails as an EU member state and its long European cultural tradition. It is essential, that the 

new University will be connected from its first step to the European Union Structure. 

 

Based on these facts, I am convinced that AUB - Mediterraneo, by relying upon the mother university, its direct 

relationship with the United States of America and its connection through Cyprus with the European Structure, can 

play a significant role in the enhancement and consolidation of peace and democracy in our region. 

 

To the third question, I must say that the answer is much easier. The presence here tonight of the  Assistant 

Secretary of State of the United States of America who has travelled from the USA especially for this occasion, 

speaks for itself. Our fellow traveller in this journey of creating university education in our town is now officially 

the United States of America and I owe, as Mayor, to highlight and welcome this fact on behalf of all the citizens of 

this town. I know, Madam Secretary of State, that your country is undoubtedly the leader in university education as 

the best and most distinguished universities in the world are located there. I also know that the country's Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs attributes great significance to university education as a means of promoting the values and 

principles that permeate your nation. Many of these have their roots in the Greek Civilization and in the European 

Enlightenment since in the texts of the fathers of your nation there are many relevant references that the reader 

encounters.  

 

Your presence here sends the message, that from now on the interest of the U.S.A is active and demonstrated in the 

field of university education as well. Those who want to build relationships of substance and with strategic depth 

must start from Education. This is why I am now sure that the relations of both Lebanon and the whole Arab world, 

in which AUB is respected, with Cyprus and the Greeks as a whole will become deeper and more solid, and of 

course our relations with The United States of America will now be based on the values and principles for which 

we have fought as nations in different historical periods. 

 

Madam Secretary of State, I would also like to tell you that small states and small societies find it difficult to show 

confidence in large states and nations, and Thucydides taught us that. But when a great nation and state, like yours, 

supports and helps us, we will never forget that. Allow me, speaking on behalf of a small town in a corner of the 

Mediterranean to tell you that in our common course we will share with you our Greek diligence, our vision and 

effort to become a regional Centre of University Education, Technological Innovation and Excellence. The 

common values advocated by our cultures will ultimately defeat any other temporary alliance and cooperation 

based on a short-sighted analysis of temporary interests. 
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In contrast to what was happening in the past, we realize that the United States of America is now focused on 

building effective relations with our country and one of the main pillars of our cooperation is University Education. 

It constitutes a process that goes through society and this is very important. 

 

Your attendance here, as a representative of your country with a specific portfolio, constitutes tangible proof of its 

willingness to work for the upgrading of higher education in the Eastern Mediterranean region. This goal aligns 

with the deepening of the new relations that your country has built with the countries of the region, since nothing 

but Education can give depth to the relations between countries and cultures. 

 

I will now address our dear friend, President of AUB, Fadlo Khuri, 

 

When the first 100 years of AUB's presence in Pafos are celebrated, I am confident that in our absence, you and 

your associates will be commended, with my dear friend Imad Baalbaki first, in a way that acknowledges the key 

role that you played in the implementation of this project. Because you and your worthy colleagues, together with 

the members of the Board of Trustees - I mention by name the members who are present here, Ambassador Frank 

G. Wisner, Mr. Talal Shair, Mr. Scott Wise, Mrs Leila Bissat, Mr. Mu΄taz Al – Sawaf and Mr. Abdelsalam Haykal 

and the members who visited Pafos last year and are not with us tonight, namely Mrs Amabel James, Mr David 

Bradley and Mr William Rueckert - you have borne the burden of a significant decision, to expand AUB’s activity 

outside Lebanon after 165 years. 

 

Dear Mr. President, from the beginning of our acquaintance, I saw in you a true visionary academic with a solid 

humanitarian background, an inspired idealist and decisive leader who knows how to build collaborations, compose 

and capture the big picture. I honestly consider it a great privilege to have had the opportunity to meet you and 

work with you for such a great cause. 

 

I feel the need to tell you from this podium, a cordial "thank you" on behalf of the citizens of Pafos and the 

Members of the Municipal Council of our town for the trust you have shown us. The Local Authority and the 

society of Pafos will stand by you because we think and feel that AUB – Mediterraneo forms part of the new 

identity of our town, constitutes a bond between Cyprus, Lebanon and the United States, a major cultural capital for 

the town and our country, a "possession for all time" according to Thucydides. We know our collaborators. To 

achieve excellence, you have to collaborate with excellent people and this is what we feel we did with you. 

 

I feel, my friend, President Fadlo Khuri and ladies and gentlemen of AUB, that I am tonight receiving on behalf of 

my town the passport with which Pafos, for the first time since its founding in the late 4th century BC, can enter the 

field of global university education since AUB is currently among the 220 top universities in the world. 

 

Mr President of the Republic,  

 

Your attendance here this evening is exceptionally honourable for its organizers. It is at the same time an eminently 

valid expression of the support of the Government and the State in an endeavour whose importance surpasses the 

geographical boundaries of Cyprus and the university space. Your personal contribution to the success of this 

venture was decisive and can be considered as the culmination of the valuable support that you personally and your 

government have offered to the Municipality of Pafos in the last seven years for the implementation of projects that 

have literally transformed our town. You have once again trusted us and we have once again brought you justice. 

On behalf of all the Members of the Municipal Council and the citizens of Pafos, I thank you for what you have 

done and are doing for this town, believing in its strengths and possibilities. 

 

Distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

 

I consider this moment appropriate for me to express my due thanks and congratulations to the many people who 

have actually contributed into making tonight's ceremony a reality. 

 

At a government level, I offer particular thanks to our Minister friends, the Minister of Finance Constantinos 

Petrides, the Minister of Education Prodromos Prodromou and the Deputy Minister for Research, Innovation and 

Digital Policy Kyriacos Kokkinos who honour us with their presence here tonight. I also express my warm thanks 

to the President of the Cyprus Agency of Quality Assurance and Accreditation in Higher Education Professor 

Emer. Mary Koutselini and the Commissioner for State Aid Control Stella Michaelidou. The Permanent Secretary 

of the Ministry of Finance George Panteli, the directors of the Cyprus Department of Town Planning and Housing 

Kyriakos Koundouros and of the Department of Lands and Surveys Elikkos Elia as well the Director of Higher 

Education and AUB graduate Dr. Terpsa Constantinidou who is also here with us tonight. I cannot fail to mention 

Mr. Costas Iacovou, also here with us tonight, for his essential contribution. 
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At a Municipal level, a group of officers has worked with dedication and consistency. I congratulate the Secretary 

General of the Municipality Themis Filippidis, the Municipal Engineer Neophytos Zavridis and the officers 

Katerina Kyriakou, Giannis Anthis and Stella Shepi for their excellent contribution. I also thank architect Andreas 

Ioannou for his contribution, who, as in many other occasions, assisted the Municipality with selflessness and 

professionalism. 

 

 

Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

Nowadays, and this becomes particularly important after having experienced the global pandemic, the only truly 

unrivalled capital is the human and intellectual capital. We want to raise a small portion of this capital in the small 

town of Pafos and under the academic guidance of the American University of Beirut to create the right 

preconditions so that young people can offer our societies the fruits of knowledge, innovation and intellectual 

excellence.  

 

In these moments, we turn to the wisdom of eminent men who sealed the course of political thought and intellect 

with their intellectual work. In the seventh and eighth books of his work "Politics", Aristotle examines the excellent 

constitution and argues that the precondition for its existence and development is appropriate education, as young 

people must receive an education fit to the constitution of their city. 

 

I therefore welcome you to tonight's ceremony with a saying by Aristotle that I believe sums up the deeper meaning 

of the project we are establishing here today: 

 

 “All who have meditated on the art of governing mankind have been convinced that the fate of empires 

depends on the education of youth” 

 

I thank you all. 

 

 


