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Your excellency the President of the Republic of Cyprus Nicos Anastasiades, 
Mayor of the Municipality of Pafos Phedon Phedonos, Assistant Secretary of State 
Lee Satterfield, excellencies, ambassadors, trustees, friends, ladies and 
gentlemen. 
 
 
Today is an historic day. For 155 years, the American University of Beirut has 
educated the best and brightest students and cared for the health of its 
community. It has created wealth; it has created opportunities. Its faculty, its 
staff, its alumni have built cities and built–some would say–empires. Yet we have 
never established a university beyond Lebanon’s shores. Never that is, until 
today. 
 
This is an auspicious year to be celebrating this pivotal moment in AUB history 
for it is also the year in which we are celebrating our Coed Centennial: the 100th 
anniversary of the American University of Beirut admitting women to its classes, 
diplomas, and degrees. As I noted recently as a graduate of two of the Ivy League 
schools–supposedly, it took them almost half a century to follow our lead, by 
which time AUB had already graduated female diplomats, educators, nurses, 
physicians, college presidents, writers, and other trailblazers. Having launched 
the Middle East’s first nursing school in 1905, the university opened its doors in 
1921 to brave, creative, and groundbreaking women in every field of enterprise, 
and I think it is fitting that this happens on a day when America confirms its first 
African American female Chief Justice. 
 
Our university embodies the very best of American values, commitment to 
excellence, understanding and overcoming fear of the other, always seeking to 
make the world a better place, especially for those less fortunate. These values 
informed and inspired our founders–and were imported and imprinted in me 
and in Lamya Tannous Khuri, my wife, another third generation AUB graduate, 
by our alumni parents. But our conviction has to be more. Our conviction has to 
be that there can and must be a better world, one where the best and brightest 
engage not only in the creation of wealth, enterprise, and academic success, but 
in building just, inclusive, and fair societies for all. This is what unites our 
worldwide alumni community, now more than 74,000 strong.  
 
These are the values, the universal values, that date back to ancient Greece, that 
represent the founding of the United States of America, but these values have 
never been more relevant than they are today in Lebanon–in our region, but in 
the world. 

 



 

 
Our mission at AUB has long been to deliver not only knowledge, creativity, 
learning, and healing, but to promote free discourse and advance academic 
freedom everywhere. The American University of Beirut has been a beacon like 
few others, leading in efforts to provide care for those injured during two World 
Wars, a 15-year civil war in Lebanon, in leading the response not only to the 
pandemic, but to the devastating August 4th, 2020 explosion in Lebanon—the 
Beirut port explosion—which is the 4th largest non-nuclear explosion in human 
history, in standing up for the rights of refugees and admitting them to education 
in our annals, in standing up for immigrants to enhance their education, and 
partnering with employers across the region to ensure inclusivity for women in 
the workforce everywhere. 
 
These tangible real-world initiatives that materially improve the lives of people 
in our region matter. Perhaps our even greater contribution is that the university 
inspires hope and creates opportunities for progress and tolerance. We are 
always working for better days for the people of Lebanon and the region, 
generating hope in the face of despair, caring for the sick and wounded at our 
medical center, and graduating stellar human beings with real-world skills and a 
mind to help those less fortunate.  
 
We want to do more. We must do more.  
 
The recent events in Ukraine show us that we have not done enough. In order to 
serve a broader audience, we are becoming a more global, diverse, and inclusive 
American University of Beirut, while remaining firmly anchored in our eternal 
home Beirut, protecting and preserving our “mothership”. We are moving 
forward to modernize and serve a generation whose ideals may be different than 
the ones we grew up with, but whose values are the same–a balanced education, 
one which incorporates the highest standards of servant leadership, technology-
enabled learning, and in-person, research-based mentorship.  
 
We are positioning AUB to become more impactful, more accessible, more 
inclusive, and–yes–more aspirational at one of the deepest crises in its history, at 
a time when Lebanon's economy has experienced arguably the third worst 
collapse since the 19th century of any economy, and what we are planning to do 
has to be more aspirational. “We are choosing – during these most challenging 
times”– in the words of US President Kennedy, “to go to the moon and do the 
other things, not because they are easy, but because they are hard; because that 
goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills.”  
 
I am reminded at this pivotal moment of another president–one who is with us 
today, His Excellency the President of the Republic of Cyprus Nicos 
Anastasiades–who inspired his people during one of its greatest crises to come 
together and to be confident of a better day. “Cyprus was a breath away from 
economic collapse. It was a big battle in which we came out wounded, but 
upright and determined to make a fresh start.” This is the type of courage, vision, 
and leadership that we need today. 
 



 

What does it mean for AUB to go to the moon? 
 
As part of our Global AUB vision, we are expanding in our region, in our 
Mediterranean home. We have had generation after generation of Cypriots 
attend AUB all the way through 1987 when the Lebanese Civil War extended too 
long. But we're also planning for a greater presence in both North Africa and sub-
Saharan Africa and in the Arabian Peninsula. However, the establishment of this 
new campus in Cyprus will enrich the interchange of ideas, knowledge, and 
purpose that is already taking place at our campus in Beirut, and spread the 
unique culture of our magnificent university, the diversity it celebrates—in 
which we have students from 96 different countries graduating over the last 
three years—and pursue the pursuit of excellence that is so important for 
academia. By extending beyond Lebanon, by stretching in this most challenging 
time, to reach the many who deserve the unique brand of AUB’s education, we 
move one step closer to fulfilling our true mission by introducing that which is 
most meaningful and enduring in this unique culture of this great research-
intensive, liberal arts university, itself deeply rooted and acculturated in Beirut, 
and putting down durable roots. And we build things to stay. We are here for a 
very long time, Mr. President. While extending more broadly to the wider world, 
we will preserve much of what is most worthwhile in Lebanon, in the region, in 
this culture, and we will extend that influence and identity beyond its shores. 
 
The path forward to Global AUB begins here – in Pafos, Cyprus on April 8, 2022 
with the inauguration of AUB Mediterraneo.  
 
“Why Cyprus?” you might ask. There is insufficient time to enumerate the 
reasons, but I want to mention at least a few. First, it is important to understand 
that the American University of Beirut has deep ties to Cyprus. For generations, 
the American University of Beirut was the university for Cypriots. They came to 
Beirut, and some went to Great Britain. But so many came to Beirut because the 
university reflected the values that they had been brought up with, with this 
culture, the culture of democracy, the culture of liberal arts, the culture of 
philosophy. Generation after generation attended through two World Wars and 
finally through much of the Civil War, and our alumni today are deeply 
connected, and they are people like the Lebanese, who are resilient, willing to go 
the extra mile, and to stand up for what they believe in. However, of the 107 
countries whose serious financial challenges requiried major economic 
restructuring, few have emerged with more credit and a more rigourous and 
inclusive economic program post-collapse–a program that is putting together a 
sustainable economy based on bases that are fundamental to human progress. 
Cyprus is one of those countries. Cyprus also offers a vibrant and rapidly 
expanding private higher education market. It is emphasizing the use of values, 
knowledge, and technology to develop a bright future for its citizens. That is 
what we see in Pafos, and that is what we have seen in Cyprus. That is what the 
EU is seeing when it has shown its great faith in the reemergence of the Cypriot 
economy, and that is what we are seeing represented today by high level 
American presence–a country that is building a sustainable, inclusive future. 
 



 

Finally, there is the Municipality of Pafos itself and its leadership, as personified 
by Mayor Phedon Phedonos. Our friend Phedon is a fearless champion for 
change, an anticorruption crusader, and a fighter for a brighter future for all. His 
transformative energy, never-take-no temperament, and willingness to clear all 
obstacles so that future generations of the world’s youth can come to this 
historic city, the birthplace of Aphrodite, a city with 7,000 years of culture and 
more than 2,400 years of continuous inhabitants, to learn and embed themselves 
in a liberal arts education, intertwined with cutting-edge technology that has 
made this historic, year-round city the perfect place to launch the second 
sesquicentennial of the American University of Beirut. What we have seen from 
the municipality, led by our friend Phedon Phedonos and his amazingly talented 
team–from Neophytos Zavrides, from Katerina Kyriakou, from Yiannis Anthis, 
from our friends, speaking for our VP for Advancement and friend Imad Baalbaki, 
who has been the architect of this program–is a complete reflection of what we 
want. This is is true partnership. 
 
I want to speak briefly about that project. The academics have been intricately 
designed by Wassim El Hajj, chair of computer science and director of the 
programs, who we have imported here, and Provost Zaher Dawy. These 
programs are ones that we have taken more than half of a lifetime to develop, 
and I can say from having lived more than half of my lifetime, that they validate 
that the pursuit of knowledge and scholarship rank among the most worthy and 
noble of human aspirations. We learn and seek to put that learning to the test at 
our campus in Beirut and in Pafos. It is here, in Pafos, that we will demonstrate 
once more that knowledge and scholarship can not only expand our boundaries, 
but can contribute meaningfully to human wellbeing, health, success, and 
happiness; and that the pursuit of truth through greater awareness and 
knowledge is not only of intrinsic value, but it is critical to our greater efforts 
focused on excellence aligned for purpose. We know that the pursuit of 
excellence in achievements are rarely straightforward. As I was telling Phedon 
this morning, when we read The Odyssey during the war, everyone wanted to be 
Achilles, or Helen, or Menelaus, the character I always admired was Odysseus. 
Unlike the other Greek Kings and heroes, Odysseus got to go home to his beloved 
Penelope. He survived, and it was his wisdom that was decisive in the Trojan 
War. 
 
Entering what promises to be an era of transformation in academia, we remain 
firmly anchored as a mission-oriented university committed to the pursuit of 
excellence. In my favorite lines of Alfred, Lord Tennyson’s immortal “Ulysses” 
Tennyson’s aging Ulysses reflects on this. After contemplating his own mortality, 
he observes, “Tho' much is taken, much abides,” and reminding his companions 
of their indomitable will–Randa, Zaher, Imad, Katerina, Phedon, Neophytos, 
Yiannis, Themis, Wassim, all of you–reminding them that they have to push off 
once again in pursuit of knowledge:  
 
“We are not now that strength which in old days  
Moved earth and heaven, that which we are, we are;  
One equal temper of heroic hearts,  
Made weak by time and fate, but strong in will  



 

To strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield." 
 
Like Ulysses (or Odyssseus), the American University of Beirut endures in its 
excellence, an excellence pursued both for its own sake but equally for the 
greater good. It is an excellence that we will pursue with our partners in Cyprus, 
united by our shared commitment “to strive, to seek, to find, and not to yield.”  
 
I want to go back to the “why” if the mayor will allow me to go off script. At the 
entrance of the American University of Beirut, the quote from John 10:10 in the 
Bible says “that they may have life and have it more abundantly.” Words from 
one of Christ’s twelve apostles who was persecuted, as many refugees and others 
have been persecuted, as the early Christians were persecuted here in Pafos, 
where Saint Paul baptized the very first Christians outside of the Levant. Those 
lines are lines the university has lived by. As I mentioned earlier, we have 
created great scholarship—this year we had our first Nobel laureate—we have 
created wealth, we have created cities, but who is the “they” in “that they may 
have life and have it more abundantly”?  In academia, we have enhanced the 
individual, but as President Anastasiades, as Mayor Phedon have reminded us, 
“they” must be societies. We need more inclusive societies, where the injury to 
the most vulnerable, the most unfortunate, is an injury to the most powerful. 
That is what we seek to do here in Pafos.  
 
It is here in Pafos that we will create a stunning campus, envisioned by our good 
friends at Dar Al-Handasah–wonderful work by Semaan and Marwan, overseen 
by our friend and trustee Talal Al Shair–one that blends the rich cultures of 
Lebanon and Cyprus, uniting our campuses in a powerful and sustainable way.  
 
It is here in Pafos that we will welcome students in fall 2023 where they will 
enroll in  
undergraduate and graduate courses in politics, philosophy and economics (BA); 
psychology (BS); computer science (BS); industrial engineering (BS); 
engineering management (MS); business administration–management (BBA); 
and business analytics (MS). This campus will be an integral part of AUB. There 
will be extensive interaction with the Beirut campus in the form of student 
exchanges, faculty exchanges, collaborative research projects that impact Europe, 
that impact the Mediterranean, that impact the world. 
 
It is here in Pafos that together we will write a new chapter in AUB’s proud 
history, one that leverages our existing relationships with old friends, including 
at the Cyprus Institute and the University of Cyprus and mobilizes our 
community of alumni and friends, including our alumni chapter in Cyprus led by 
Eliza Markidou Ioannidou. 
 
We live in challenging times, and we must all step up to the task of helping to 
build a better world together. The late Robert Kennedy once said: “Few will have 
the greatness to bend history itself, but each of us can work to change a small 
portion of events.” He envisioned the creation of a better world as the result of 
“numberless diverse acts of courage and belief,” as each one of us stands up for 
an ideal, or for others, or against injustice. These “tiny ripple[s] of hope… build a 



 

current which can sweep down the mightiest walls of oppression and 
resistance,” in Kennedy’s words.  
 
The American University of Beirut exists to create those ripples of hope that will 
cross with others and propel us all towards a better world.  
 
What we are doing here today–all of us, not just those of us on stage–is creating 
other ripples of hope that will propel us all towards a better world. That better 
world has moments of celebration and moments when you know that things are 
headed in the right direction. I'd like to leave you with a short graduation video 
from our 2021 class this year that graduated in person, in spite of the pandemic, 
in the attendance of our friends from Pafos, for you to see what the future of the 
American University of Beirut–Mediterraneo looks like. 
 
Thank you. 
 


