
 
 
FAFS Dean’s Updates is a monthly newsletter shared with the FAFS Community to keep you up to 
date with the latest activities, initiatives, and achievements at the faculty. To include your news in 

the monthly FAFS Dean’s Updates, please email us at fafs.deanupdates@aub.edu.lb   
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In the spotlight 
 

Message from the Dean – Independence Day 
 
Dear FAFS Community, 
 
Let me start by thanking you for standing by AUB’s values and for your devotion to empowering FAFS 
during these difficult times.  
 
With you, our students, staff, faculty and community, we shall renew our commitment to the role that 
AUB plays in Lebanon and the region. We shall renew our social contract with our community and 
fulfill our obligation to graduate ethical leaders, agents of change, and entrepreneurs. This is how we 
shall face our current vulnerability.  
 
The future is in our hands… Let us unite for a better Lebanon.  
 
Rabi 

Back to top 



 
Open House on Experiential Learning 
Through Community Engagement 
On November 11, 2020, FAFS held an Open 
House on Experiential Learning Through 
Community Engagement to launch this year’s 
Global Design Team (GDT) Capstone projects. 
Dean Mohtar introduced the course and its 
objectives, highlighting the need for service and 
experiential learning courses as part of a 
curricula that better prepares FAFS graduates 
as future leaders and agents of positive change. 
READ MORE  
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Haneen Dwaib, a 2020 Winner in L’Oreal 
UNESCO Women in Science Levant Young 
Talent Program 
Ms. Haneen Dwaib, PhD student in Biomedical 
Sciences in Nutrition, was one of 6 women in 
the Arab region who won the 2020 L’Oreal 
UNESCO award for Women in Science Levant 
Young Talents program. The program promotes 
and encourages young women scientists from 
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine, and Syria. This 
year, six talented scientists were honored for 
the quality of their research; the program 
encourages pursuit of careers in science in 
the Levant Countries.  READ MORE 
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FAFS Outreach 

 
LEAF passes global proficiency test for 
“Contaminants in Food (Milk Powder)” 
LEAF (Laboratories for the Environment, 
Agriculture, and Food) has again proven to be 
among the leading laboratories in Lebanon and 
the Region. One of 50 laboratories in comprising 
the ARAC Accreditation Body members and 
laboratories in the Arab region which have 
participated in the programme, LEAF passed in 
GOOD STANDING the global proficiency test for 
Contaminants in Food (Milk Powder) READ MORE 
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https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_Open-House-on-Experiential-Learning-Through-Community-Engagement--.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_Open-House-on-Experiential-Learning-Through-Community-Engagement--.aspx
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LDEM Launches Gardening Club in the 
Greenhouse Area 
“The love of gardening is a seed that, once sown, 
never dies.” – British Horticulturist Gertrude Jekyll 
 
LDEM’s gardening club was established in 2020 to 
gather faculty and students looking for a breathing 
space and interested in working with plants, both 
indoors and out.  READ MORE 
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FAFS in Action for COVID-19 
 

Experiential Learning in Times of COVID-19: 
Where do we go from here?  
The Transforming Higher Education project, led 
by FAFS at the American University of Beirut, in 
partnership with the Global Confederation of 
Higher Education Associations for Agriculture and 
Life Sciences (GCHERA), EARTH University, and 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, joined with the 
Asia-Pacific Association of Agricultural Research 
Institution (APAARI) to co-organize the webinar: 
Experiential Learning in Times of COVID-19: 
where do we go from here?. READ MORE 

Back to top    

 
 
 

 

Ajyal Salima school program: Train the 
Trainers virtual workshops 
The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted education: 
lead to a school lockdown in Lebanon that 
strengthened the drive to digitalization of Ajyal 
Salima school program. Developed at the FAFS 
Nutrition Department in partnership with the 
Ministry of Education and Nestle Middle East, the 
Ajyal Salima program has raised nutrition 
awareness in Lebanese schools since 2010, 
through face to face workshops during November 
and December that trained health educators 
from 50 new schools each year. READ MORE 
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Are Lockdown Measures Effective Against 
COVID-19? Dr. Samer Kharroubi and Dr. 
Fatima Saleh 
As the Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic 
progresses, countries around the world are 
increasingly implementing a range of responses 
intended to help prevent its transmission. In the 
absence of a vaccine, the potential containment 
measures to suppress transmission of the virus, 
slow the growth rate of cases, and rapidly reduce 
case incidence was assessed. Drs. Samer 
Kharroubi and Fatima Saleh used real time 
incidence data in Lebanon to explore the critical 
impact of country lockdown on the pandemic. 
Findings showed that the nationwide lockdown 
was effective in reducing cases and has been 
successful, thus far, in containing the virus. See the 
full article here. READ MORE 
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   ESDU News 

 
ESDU’S RDED Project Kicks-Off Cash-for-
Work Activities 
ESDU and its partners are providing cash-for-
work opportunities and on-site training for 590 
beneficiaries from 28 entities including MSMEs, 
small-scale farmers, and cooperatives within the 
framework of the project Reducing the Direct 
Economic Downturn (RDED) Impact on Vulnerable 
Communities in Lebanon. This project, 
implemented by ACTED Lebanon in partnership 
with ESDU and the UNDP Lebanon through funds 
KfW (banking group) from Germany, empowers 
participants from the South and Bekaa with skills 
that will enable them to establish sustainable, 
economically viable futures. READ MORE 
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Ardi Ardak Initiative: Planting Seeds, 
Nourishing Lives 
The Ardi Ardak Initiative continues efforts to 
revive and secure national food security. This 
month 51,000 seedlings and 100 seed bags were 
distributed to the Bekaa, Tripoli, Beirut and Chouf 
regions. The seedlings included cauliflower, 
lettuce, and cabbage; the seed bags contain 
Rocca, parsley, and Swiss chard. With the difficult 
economic times and the lockdown, the Ardi Ardak 
Initiative launched Agri-Ardak to help people 
reclaim and prepare their land for cultivation. 
Agri-Ardak offers technical assistance to those in 
need of more knowledge on best agricultural 
practices; seedlings and seed bags are distributed 
to beneficiaries free of charge and intended to 
help increase the percentage of cultivated lands 
in the affected areas. READ MORE 
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Food for Beirut: Ensuring the Food Security 
of Lebanon’s Vulnerable Communities 
Prioritizing nutrition and health, ESDU is ensuring 
that no vulnerable groups are left behind during 
these difficult times. Four hundred Mouneh boxes 
were packed and delivered to the Lebanese Food 
Bank for distribution to families in need. The rising 
socio-economic challenges threaten the livelihood 
and food security of Lebanon’s most vulnerable 
communities. Due to inflation, basic food items 
have become unattainable luxury goods for the 
country’s poorest. Packed with love and sourced 
from rural areas, ESDU has carefully chosen 
nutritious and delicious all-natural products from 
local producers to help ensure the well-being of 
those in need. READ MORE 
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Faculty News 
 

Hadi Jaafar participates in the 
GeoforGood2020 Summit 
Dr. Jaafar participated in the GeoforGood2020 
Summit (October 20-21), organized by 
Google.  This was the 9th Geo for Good Summit, 
an annual conference for nonprofits, scientists 
and other change-makers who want to leverage 
technology and use mapping tools (such as 
Google Earth, Earth Engine, Maps, and Street 
View) for positive impact in the world.  The 
Summit was attended by GIS specialists, remote 
sensing specialists, technologists, and others 
working on projects that use Google Earth, Earth 
Engine and similar Geo tools to create new 
knowledge, raise awareness, and enable action. 
READ MORE 
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Yaser Abunnasr Sheds Light on “Greener 
Cities are Cooler Cities” in AUB FED Talk  
Dr. Carla Habib Mourad hosted Dr. Yaser 
Abunnasr for an exciting episode of FED Talks: 
Greener Cities are Cooler Cities: Nature based 
solutions for urban climate mitigation. Dr. 
Abunnasr explained that his research is centered 
on mitigating urban climates using nature-based 
solutions for overall public health, city greening, 
and increased ecosystem services. READ MORE.  

Back to top 

 

       

FAFS at FAO’s 10th Zoominar: scaling up 
digital agriculture and innovation in the 
Near East and North Africa Region 
Dean Mohtar participated in FAO’s 10th 
Zoominar (November 12) on the Role of public 
policies in supporting innovation for sustainable 
agri-food system transformation in the Near East 
and North Africa Region. The Dean co-
moderated, with Reem Nejdawi (UN-ESCWA), a 
breakout session focused on revitalizing the agri-
food sector in Mashreq countries.  
The Zoominar gathered an audience of more than 
100 participants from government 
representatives, academia, and other regional 
stakeholders.  
READ MORE                                                  Back to top 
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FAFS at the World Congress for Education – 
Kairos: Towards the Third Social Contract of 
Education 
Dean Rabi Mohtar participated at the World 
Congress for Education, held virtually November 
24-27. The Congress’ objectives were to: 1) 
approve the basis, foundation, and action plan 
of the Third Social Contract of Education; 2) 
strengthen regional and international 
integration and cooperation for transforming 
education as a basis for constructing a new 
society in which no one is left behind; and 3) 
approve the content and roadmap for the World 
Education Congress 2021.  READ MORE  
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Obeid and Fares (NFSC) participate in UNDP-
ESCWA: Building Forward an Inclusive and 
Accessible Lebanon   
Drs. Obeid, Fares, Gherbal (C. Hostler), and 
Tabshouri (Prev. Medical Engineering Director) 
comprised the AUB team participating in Building 
Forward an Inclusive and Accessible Lebanon, 
organized by the United Nations Development 
Program (UNDP) and the United Nations 
Economic and Social Commission for Western 
Asia (ESCWA) (October 14). The new initiative 
supports personnel with disabilities by reducing 
their exposure to the increasing vulnerabilities 
arising from Lebanon’s manifold crises.  
For more information, check this website. READ 

MORE 
Back to top 
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Rami Zurayk featured in the Foodtech 
Channel Panel Discussion 
The Foodtech Challenge Panel Discussion held 
online on November 18, featured FAFS’ very own 
Rami Zurayk in a discussion led by Her Excellency 
Mariam bint Mohammed Almheiri, UAE’s 
Minister of State for Food and Water Security. Dr. 
Zurayk joined Maria Helena Semedo, Deputy 
Director-General of the FAO, and Danielle 
Nierenberg, co-founder of Food Tank and other 
global experts in highlighting current challenges 
facing food security across the globe, and 
opportunities that individuals, firms, and policy 
makers can capitalize upon to ensure a food-
secure future for all. READ MORE 
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CTL Webinar includes LDEM Faculty 
Members Panel on Online Learning 
Integrated Experiences  
As part of ongoing efforts by the Center for 
Teaching and Learning (CTL) to support faculty 
members, LDEM faculty members participated in 
a webinar on student engagement tools in online 
learning (November 4). LDEM panelists included 
Beata Dreksler, PhD, Maria Gabriella Trovato, 
PhD, Nayla Al-Akl, MLA, and Noura Badran, MS. 
LDEM faculty members shared their integrated 
experiences as a department using a variety of 
tools and strategies to enhance students’ 
learning in online and hybrid theoretical courses. 
READ MORE 
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Student and Alumni News 

 
 

LDEM Final Year BLA Students were offered 
an Online Lecture by Jim Stickley on 
Resilient Communities 
As part of expanding students’ knowledge and 
making use of the current online learning 
experience, LDEM hosted landscape architect 
and urban designer Jim Stickley who offered a 
lecture on Resilient Communities to final year 
BLA student. Stickley presented several projects 
realized by WRT, a design and planning firm 
located in Philadelphia and San Francisco. 
Students had the opportunity to discuss the 
application of different solutions involving 
community interaction in the context of Beirut, 
especially communities affected by the blast. 
READ MORE 
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2020 Student Elections conducted 
completely online 
In a completely electronic process, AUB’s student 
elections took place November 13th due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. FAFS had 14 students 
elected to represent Student Representative 
Committee (SRC), 8 by acclamation. Two students 
were elected to represent FAFS in the University 
Student Faculty Committee (USFC). Dean Rabi 
Mohtar met (November 17) with the two newly 
elected USFC student members, Aya El Sayed 
Kassem and Ahlam Tarchichi, who raised 
concerns regarding academic matters. The Dean 
promised to address their requests and to bring 
their concerns to the attention of the appropriate 
personnel. READ MORE 
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FAFS Lecture Series 

 
Modeling the Water-Energy-Food Nexus: 
Bridging Science and Policy Making| FAFS – 
Ali Karnib, Professor of Engineering, 
Lebanese University. 
As part of the FAFS Online Seminar Series, the 
Faculty held (November 24) a webinar featuring 
Dr. Ali Karnib, Professor of Engineering at the 
Lebanese University, who discussed “Modeling 
the Water-Energy-Food Nexus: Bridging Science 
and Policy Making”. The webinar addressed the 
ways in which the highly interconnected water, 
energy, and food (WEF) systems affect one 
another both directly and indirectly. READ MORE 
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AREC News  
 

Harvested from AREC, handcrafted at FAFS! 
AREC’s organically grown quince were processed 
into a delicious, spreadable quince jam at the 
FAFS Pilot Plant, where students, graduate 
assistants and pilot plant supervisors joined 
hands to deliver a healthy, enjoyable jam to the 
Dean on behalf of the FAFS family.  READ MORE 
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Announcements  
 

JOIN US 
FAFS Virtual Open House 
Date:  December 4, 2020 

Time: 3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Location:  Online | WebEx  
 
FAFS is organizing its Virtual Open House for high 
school students to learn about its undergraduate 
programs and available financial aid and 
scholarship opportunities. Register for the event 
here.  
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To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 
To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, 

brief description, picture, and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  
 

If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here.  
 

 
 

 

T: +961-1-343002 | F: +961-1-744460 

 

E: fafs@aub.edu.lb | W: www.aub.edu.lb/fafs | Fb: www.facebook.com/aub.fafs | T: www.twitter.com/aub_fafs | I: 

wwww.instagram.com/aub_fafs 
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