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In the spotlight 

ESDU and FHF Launch Source of Unique 

Nutrition in Apartment Complex 

Within the framework of the Ardi Ardak 

Initiative, the Environment and Sustainable 

Development Unit (ESDU), in collaboration with 

the Food Heritage Foundation (FHF), have 

partnered with the private sector to provide 

technical support to Lebanese citizens who want 

to invest in agriculture to produce healthy food 

for the communities around them. READ MORE 

Back to top 

     

https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_ESDUFHFApartment.aspx


LEAF – a major partner in the Silos Expert 

Committee 

LEAF (Laboratories for the Environment, Agriculture, 

& Food) is a major partner in the Silos Expert 

Committee formed by Mr. Raoul Nehme, Minister of 

Economy and Trade following the Beirut Seaport 

explosion on August 4, 2020. The Silos Committee 

will investigate the safety of the structures, assess 

the grains stored there in terms of their safety for 

consumption (by humans or animals), and explore 

best method for emptying the silos. 

LEAF has led laboratory testing for mycotoxins, heavy 

metals, hydrocarbons, and other potentially 

hazardous contaminants resulting from the 

explosion. 

READ MORE 

Back to top 

             

 

 

FAFS Faculty and Staff participate in virtual retreat 

Building on FAFS 2025, the strategic plan launched during fall 2018, faculty and staff participated 

(October 3) in a four-hour WebEx retreat.  

The road map highlighted initiatives for developing research clusters and strategy, for teaching and 

learning that prioritizes the FAFS’ E-Learning Plan, new programs, and accreditations. Community 

engagement, integration and coordination of FAFS’ community service activities, projects with 

industry, and ESDU’s External Advisory Board were identified as priority initiatives for the near future. 

READ MORE 

Back to top 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_LEAFSILOS.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_LEAFSILOS.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_FAFSretreat.aspx


Engagement Activities  

 ESDU News  

ESDU sheds Light on its activities at 2nd 

AUB’s FED Talk  

Dr. Carla Habib Mourad hosted Dr. Mabelle 

Chedid for an exciting episode of AUB’s Food, 

Environment, and Development (AUB’s FED) 

Talk to discuss ESDU’s achievements, 

development activities, and efforts at preserving 

the local food system. Dr. Chedid discussed the 

emergency relief work of ESDU and its partners 

and presented a brief video about recent 

emergency relief efforts, including the Beirut 

Blast relief effort. Dr. Chedid noted that “a 

keeper of the land is someone who takes care of 

the land and its people, and nurtures both to 

preserve them for the next generation.”  

READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

             

         

 

Ardi Ardak Initiative Launches Best Garden 

Competition 

The Ardi Ardak National Food Security Initiative 

launched “The Best Vegetable Garden” 

competition (July). Since the launch, 42 

participants shared photos of their vegetable 

gardens. The Ardi Ardak Agricultural team 

selected five winners, based on the criteria of 

landscape and aesthetics, biodiversity, natural 

resource management, eco-friendly uses, and 

social impact. Winners received three Cosmaline 

boxes filled with personal care products from 

the Malia Group, a 20% discount coupon for any 

Ardi Ardak sub-initiative, and a free membership 

for one week from the Akleh Community 

Kitchen. In late October, Ardi Ardak will 

distribute seedlings and seed bags to the other 

37 participants. READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

 

 

             

https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_ESDUFEDtalk.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_ESDUFEDtalk.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_ardiardakgarden.aspx


Ardi Ardak Initiative Partners Up with 

Global Sustainable Foods 

ESDU, its partners, and the Ardi Ardak National 

Food Security Initiative embarked on a new 

partnership with Global Sustainable Foods in 

which they will collaborate to support the Food 

Security sector in Lebanon, including low-

income students living in the Greater Toronto 

Area (GTA) by distributing surplus food collected 

in Canada by Global Sustainable Foods. READ 

MORE 

Back to top 

  

           

ESDU Kicks Off Agricultural training 

sessions under project funded by WFP 

The “Innovation System Networks for 

Agricultural Development based on Gender 

Inclusion and Eco-Entrepreneurship” project) 

training sessions kicked off. ESDU began 

sessions in Haouch Al Nabi about sustainable 

agriculture and figs. In Deir El Ahmar sessions 

were offered by The Lebanese League for 

Women in Business (LLWB) on business 

development. Each group included around 15 

participants of which 80 percent were women. 

These sessions are designed to build the 

capacities of beneficiaries and support and 

promote the local food system. READ MORE 

 

Back to top 

 

         

             

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_ArdiArdakGSF.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_ArdiArdakGSF.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_ESDUWFP.aspx


 Other Outreach News 

FAFS participates in Cairo Water Week 

session for 9th World Water Forum 

The third Cairo Water Week (October 18-22), 

an international conference organized by the 

World Water Council, included a session 

preparatory to the upcoming 9th World 

Water Forum, Road to Dakar 2021. As the 

Chair of the Pilot Group on Rural 

Development, Dean Mohtar presented a 

general introduction on rural development 

priorities and a concept note highlighting 

African water issues, opportunities, 

philosophy, and approaches to addressing 

challenges. Dean Mohtar emphasized the 

importance of water as a catalyst for 

increased resilience, improved livelihood, 

and reduced socio-economic challenges and 

highlighted the progress made by several 

action groups. READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

 

FAFS at World Water Council’s (WWC) 

Board of Governors’ Meeting 

The 72nd Board of Governors (BoG) meeting 

of the WWC, held virtually October 26 – 27, 

brought together a quorum to discuss items 

related to water quality, health (covid-19 

detection and monitoring), water security, 

ecological security,  and financing nature-

based solutions. WWC Governor, Dean 

Mohtar, reflected on the work of the World 

Water Council and the preparations 

underway for the upcoming 9th Word Water 

Forum, scheduled to take place in Dakar in 

2021. READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

 

https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_Cairowaterweek.aspx
https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_WWCFAFS.aspx


FAFS at WAITRO’s Virtual Innovation 

Summit 2020  

Dean Mohtar was a jury member at the 

WAITRO Virtual Global Summit 2020 

(October 28 – 30), where he voted for the 

most innovative project ideas for solving 

water-related challenges around the globe in 

which two teams were selected to receive 

USD 25,000 to boost the implementation of 

their projects. The Dean also participated in 

a panel discussion and offered closing 

remarks on Energy-Water-Food Nexus 

Solutions. READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

 

 

LEAF investigates death of about 500 

goats in West Bekaa  

Following the death of about 500 goats in 

West Bekaa, blood, tissue, and liver samples 

from the dead livestock and samples of their 

drinking water drawn from the Qaraoun 

Lake, were tested at the Laboratories of the 

Environment, Agriculture and Food Sciences 

(LEAF). The investigation was conducted by 

the Litani River Authority and LEAF Director, 

Dr. Mohamad Abiad in coordination with the 

consultant veterinarian from the Jordan 

University of Technological Sciences 

Professor Samih Abu Tarboush. In his 

interview (link), Mr. Sami Alawiya, General 

Director of the Litani River Authority, 

affirmed confidence in LEAF’s work. READ 

MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_WAITRO.aspx
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https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_LEAFgoats.aspx


AUB signs agreement with Rene 

Moawad Foundation  

AUB has signed a 15-month agreement with 

René Moawad Foundation (RMF) to develop 

harvest and post-harvest practice 

parameters and guidelines for avocado, 

grapes, cherries, and potatoes. During the 

agreement lifetime, appropriate maturity 

indices to ensure best harvest quality for 

each crop will be determined. Dr. Walid El 

Kayal, assistant professor of Horticulture at 

FAFS, will provide a series of seminars and 

capacity building sessions for experts and 

stakeholders to ensure product consistency. 

READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

 

LDEM Launches the Ecosystem Services 

Partnership (ESP) Lebanon National 

Network  

Professor Salma Talhouk (LDEM) announced 

the launch of the Ecosystem Services 

Partnership (ESP) Lebanon Network. ESP is 

an international network that connects over 

3000 scientists, policymakers, and 

practitioners, working in more than 40 

Working Groups and a growing number of 

National Networks on all continents. 

The ESP Lebanon Network recently went 

live and is accessible through this link. If you 

are interested in joining the ESP Lebanon 

Network, complete this Google form. READ 

MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

 

 

https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_AUBRMF.aspx
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https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_ESP.aspx


LDEM’s Salma Talhouk launches 

Daskara Application  

LDEM’s Professor Salma Talhouk just 

released the phone application Daskara 

(Arabic for “authentic village”). The 

application helps users recognize and enrich 

Lebanese heritage by adding and discovering 

natural and cultural landmarks in Lebanon.  

Daskara is a joint project of the Nature 

Conservation Center at the American 

University of Beirut and Fondation Diane. 

The app can be downloaded here. READ 

MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

     

 

Events  

 

Fit-a-Thon 2020: Nutrition during COVID-

19  

Dietetic interns and nutrition students at the 

Department of Nutrition and Food Sciences, 

under the supervision of Dr. Jomaa and in 

collaboration with the AUBMC Health and 

Wellness Center, held the annual Fit-a-Thon 

during the week of October 19, 2020. This 

year’s Fit-a-Thon carried the theme 

“Nutrition during COVID-19: Your Shield for a 

Better Health.” READ MORE 

Back to top 
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https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_Daskara.aspx
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https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_Fit-a-Thon2020.aspx


AREC Harvest Day 

AREC Harvest Day was quite different this 

year due to COVID-19: the event, which 

usually attracts broad participation from AUB 

faculty, staff, students, and their families, was 

restricted to the FAFS community. Dean 

Mohtar, FAFS staff, friends, and their families 

traveled to the annual AREC Night and 

enjoyed a delicious local dinner, bonfire with 

treats, and an early morning Tannour 

breakfast the next day. Additional invitees 

joined AREC Harvest Day and enjoyed the 

beautiful autumn weather of Bekaa, leaving 

with bags of freshly picked sweet corn and 

apples harvested from AREC. READ MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

 

           

Faculty News 

 

Hadi Jaafar joins 2020 NASA LCLUC 

Annual Science Team Meeting 

As an investigator in the NASA project: 
Characterizing Field-Scale Water Use, 
Phenology and Productivity in Agricultural 
Landscapes using Multi-Sensor Data Fusion, 
Dr. Hadi Jaafar was an invited participant in 
the 2020 NASA LCLUC Annual Science Team 
Meeting (October 19-21).  

This year’s meeting, held online, featured 

updates on the Multi-Source Land Imaging 

Projects funded by NASA and included 

presentations from national space agencies. 

The event also included discussions on the 

future direction of the Land Cover-Landuse 

Change (LCLUC) Program at NASA. READ 

MORE 

Back to top 
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https://www.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_NASA.aspx
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Rachel Bahn participates in Stability of MENA 

Food Supply without Interruptions digital 

meet-up 

Rachel Bahn, Coordinator of the Food Security 

Program and Instructor of Agribusiness at FAFS, 

participated in the digital meet-up and panel 

discussion: Stability of MENA Food Supply without 

Interruptions. The event (October 14) was 

organized and hosted by Berytech, featured 

speakers from the private sector, NGOs, and 

academia and served as a kick off to Berytech’s 

latest cycle of support for agri-food start-ups 

under the Agrytech accelerator program. READ 

MORE 

Back to top 

 

 

        

 

 

Maria Gabriella Trovato presents Spaces of 

crisis and conflict. Landscapes in Emergency.  

Dr. Maria Gabriella Trovato, Assistant Professor, 

LDEM, FAFS, was an invited speaker in the 

Thinkers and Doers series of Victoria University, 

New Zealand (October 27th).   

Dr. Trovato’s presentation, Spaces of crisis and 

conflict. Landscapes in emergency, focused on her 

research on the Mediterranean region, an area 

suffering from the pressures of increased 

migratory flows and witnessing unprecedented 

threats that are exacerbating inequalities and 

undermining human rights and environmental 

justice.  READ MORE 

Back to top 
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LDEM: Action against COVID-19  

LDEM professor and Chairperson of the Food 

Security Program, Dr. Rami Zurayk, gave a virtual 

talk: Food and Nutrition Security in the Age of 

COVID19 at the New York University Abu Dhabi 

(October 28). Dr. Zurayk’s presentation focused on 

increasing the resilience of the food system at 

local, national, and global levels; and he discussed 

the response of Arab countries, especially GCC 

countries, to the challenges and options that exist 

for enhancing the sustainability of the food 

system.  

For more information, please check the link below: 

https://nyuadi.secure.force.com/Events/NYUEvent

Registration?event=Jj_2FQrI0JOezDnplNId_2FS2w

_3D_3D READ MORE 

 

Back to top 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student & Alumni News 

LDEM Alumna Aya Hamze “Highly 

Commended” at Global Undergraduate 

Awards  

LDEM congratulates our 2019 alumna Aya Hamze, 

whose paper ranked among the top 10% of papers 

submitted to the Architecture and Design category 

in “The Global Undergraduate Awards 2020”. Aya’s 

paper The Energy Park - Reclaiming the Naameh 

Landfill, which was her final year project for a 

Bachelor’s degree in Landscape Architecture, made 

it to the top from among over 4,000 submissions to 

the Undergraduate Awards this year. READ MORE 

Back to top 
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 FAFS student Nour Hammad participates in 

Ruforum Webinar 12  

Ms. Nour Hammad, Master’s student in the 

Nutrition and Dietetics Coordinated Program, 

participated in the RUFORUM Webinar 12, which 

brought together students from across the world to 

visualize and re-engineer universities for a better 

post COVID-19 world. Students addressed a number 

of issues including the effects of COVID-19 on their 

educational experiences, universities’ responses, 

and experiences in virtual learning. READ MORE 

Back to top 

            

 

LDEM Students tutor international course on 

Designing Sustainable Communities 

Guided by Nayla Al Akl and Dr. Beata Dreksler, 

LDEM students Tima Farhat, Michelle Abi Hable, 

Ranim Hariri, Luna Mansour and Yasmin Rizk will 

serve as tutors in the international online course: 

Designing Sustainable Communities, part of the 

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) funded 

Middle East Social Innovation Lab (MESIL). READ 

MORE                                                      Back to top 

 

    

MSFEA Student Internships at AREC  

Three students from the Maroun Semaan Faculty of Engineering and Architecture (MSFEA) 

successfully completed AREC internships last summer, under the Supervision of Dr. Mustapha 

Haidar, AREC Director. The three students designed a demo rooftop rainwater harvesting unit and 

saffron harvesting equipment. READ MORE 

Back to top 
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Lecture Series and Seminars 

 

Role of the World Bank in reform, recovery, 

and reconstruction for a better Lebanon 

Saroj Kumar Jha, World Bank (WB) Mashreq 

Regional Director, provided a brief overview of 

WB’s emergency response in Lebanon and their 

plans going forward (October 8). Immediately 

after the August 4 explosion, the WB, in 

cooperation with the UN and the EU, launched a 

Rapid Damage and Needs Assessment (RDNA) to 

estimate the impact on the population, physical 

assets, infrastructure, and service delivery. READ 

MORE 

 

Back to top 

 

             

 

Faculty Research 

Jad Chaaban secures a new NRC research 

grant for second phase of AUB-CAMEALEON 

research  

Principal investigator (PI), Dr. Jad Chaaban and co-

PI Dr. Nisreen Salti secured a research grant for the 

second phase of the AUB-CAMEALEON research 

component in a 16 month project, with a total 

funding of $333,840.  READ MORE 

Back to top 
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Announcements  

SAVE THE DATE  

Open House on Experiential Learning through Community Engagement.  

(Collaborations with Purdue University and Texas A&M University). 

 

Date:   November 4, 2020 

Time: 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Location:  Online | WebEx 
 

The Transforming Higher Education Project, with the Asia-Pacific Association for Agricultural Research Institutions (APAARI), is organizing 

a webinar to discuss challenges of experiential learning during COVID-19 and present some innovative examples and lessons learned from 

institutions across the world. 

  Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE  

Experiential Learning in the time of COVID-19: Has it worked? 

 

Date:   November 5, 2020 

Time: 5:00 p.m. – 6:30 p.m. 

Location:  Online  
Back to top 

SAVE THE DATE  

Dean Mohtar to participate in FAO 10th zoominar: Role of Public Policies in Supporting Innovation for Sustainable Agri-Food 

System Transformation in the NENA Region 

 

Date:   November 12, 2020 

Time: 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

Location:  Online | Zoom 
Back to top 



SAVE THE DATE  

FAFS Online Seminar Series Modeling the Water-Energy-Food Nexus: Bridging Science and Policy Making by Dr. Ali Karnib, 

Professor, Lebanese University  

 

Date:   November 24, 2020 

Time: 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

Location:  Online | WebEx 
Back to top 

To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 

To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, 

brief description, picture, and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  

 

If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here. 
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