
 
 
FAFS Dean’s Office Updates is the monthly newsletter that keeps FAFS faculty, students, 
staff, and friends informed of the latest activities, initiatives, and achievements of the 
FAFS family. Please share your department’s news and your suggestions with 
fafs.deanupdates@aub.edu.lb   
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In the spotlight 
 

 
“We’re Hungry!” Lebanon's food, water, 
agriculture challenges  
Dean Rabi Mohtar, hosted by AUB journalist-in-
residence Rami Khouri during the AUB COVID-19 
Briefings, discusses food stresses in Lebanon and 
ways to harness the food, water, energy nexus.  
Being broadcasted live, the video garnered an 
audience of around 7,500 viewers from all over the 
world, with around 150 comments. The wide 
audience was very interested in the discussion and 
engaged in several questions. READ MORE. 

Back to top 

 

 
 

Rami Zuraryk and Omar Obeid on “Food 
Security and Nutritional Immunity” 
Dr. Rami Zurayk and Dr. Omar Obeid were featured in 
the 13th episode (May 19), hosted by Dr. Simon 
Kachar , to discuss “Food Security and Nutritional 
Immunity” during the pandemic. Zurayk highlighted 
the importance of focusing on agriculture today as 
part of a solution, which requires a long-term set of 
changes, the first of which is to provide abundant 
water and agricultural lands and change food diets 
through the consumption of vegetables. Dr. Obeid 
stated that there is no food that can build the body’s 
immunity alone, but a person must eat a variety of 
meals to ensure coping with illness and defending the 
body. READ MORE.  
 

Back to top 

 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_DeanMohtarLive.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_LDEMCovid19studio.aspx


Research and Outreach 
 

 
Engineering internships at FAFS 
Under WEFRAH initiative, multidisciplinary internships for students are being planned for 
the summer. Engineering students from different disciplines will be teamed together to 
work on applied projects at the nexus of Water-Energy-Food- Health. One example is a team 
of students from civil and environmental engineering and architecture who already started 
working with Dr. Mirella Aoun to design a green rooftop on campus for organic vegetable 
production. READ MORE 
 

Back to top 
ESDU & LDEM partner with 
MedSNAIL: first desk reviews of 
the sustainable AgriFood systems 
in the Mediterranean  
ESDU and LDEM has been partnering 
with MedSNAIL (Sustainable Networks 
for Agro-food Innovation Leading in 
the Mediterranean) since the end of 
2019. At present, the partners are at 
the stage of mapping products (raw 
materials, animal breeds, processed 
products, traditional techniques, 
recipes) that are present in the area of 
intervention.  AUB has already 
identified the territories of 
intervention of the project: West 
Bekaa and Shouf. READ MORE 
 

 
Back to top 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Beata Dreksler leads LDEM 
students in community garden 
building 
Dr. Beata Dreksler led second-year 
LDEM students in the design and 
development of a community 
garden in Ain Mreisseh, Beirut. The 
work was done in collaboration 
with the AUB Neighborhood 
Initiative led by Mona Hallak. 
Student presentations were shared 
with the AUB Neighborhood 

 

 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_Engineeringinternship.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_MEDSnailproject.aspx


Initiative to look into 
implementation possibilities. READ 
MORE 

Back to top 
 
  
 
Student Awards 
 

Aana Prizes in Agribusiness recognize 
innovation and benefit to community 
The Agribusiness Program at FAFS held 
virtually the Aana Prizes in Agribusiness 
event (May 6). The event celebrated 
agribusiness students and their 
accomplishments as part of their capstone 
course, “Agribusiness Final Year Project,” 
taught by Dr. Gumataw Abebe and Ms. 
Rachel Bahn. 
This year, the project entitled “Waste-to-
Nourish” captured both the jury members’ 
and the audience’s vote. The project seeks 
to transform organic waste material into 
two products – high quality compost for 
use as fertilizer and protein-rich larvae for 
use as animal feed.  The project is the 
work of a trio of female entrepreneurs – 
Ramzah Chammout, Hala El Moussaoui, 
and Fatima Kesserwani – who also won 
first prize at this year’s IBDAA competition 
for their idea. READ MORE 
 
 

Back to top 

 

 

https://cms2.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_BeataDreksler.aspx
https://cms2.aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_BeataDreksler.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_aanaprizes.aspx


LDEM Students win Nehme Moujaess 
award in Landscape Architecture 
FAFS and LDEM congratulates the winner 
and runner ups for the Nehme Moujaess 
Student Award in Landscape Architecture 
for the academic year 2019-2020. Ms. 
Nour El Zein was the finalist after a 
rigorous virtual selection process set by 
LDEM committee members. In addition to 
the winner, two final year students in 
Landscape Architecture were also 
shortlisted and presented with certificates 
of recognition. The students are:  Ms. 
Lama Amin, who ranked 2nd and Ms. Julia 
Abi Saab who ranked 3rd. 
The committee has selected Ms. El Zein’s 
project “Saying River: Discovering the 
Hidden Waterscape” as the most 
developed and responsive culturally, 
socially and environmentally at both the 
macro and micro scale. READ MORE 

 
Back to top 

 

 
 

HiveMate, an award winning device 
A team of MSFEA students led by MSFEA’s 
Dr. Naseem Daher and FAFS’ Dr. Rami 
Ollaik, developed a smart device that 
assists beekeepers in remotely monitoring 
their beehives. HiveMate have won the 
first place prize in the AUB Accelerator 
program and received a $20,000 grant to 
further develop the startup and take it to 
the next level. Students used the FAFS 
hives for testing purposes. Dr. Ollaik will 
also offer the students assistance to 
induce swarming intentionally in the 
coming months to further test and refine 
the product. 
Watch a brief about HiveMate project 
here. READ MORE 

Back to top 

 
 

 
 
 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_nehmemoujaess.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fl_HBcswFxo
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_MSFEAstudent.aspx


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FAFS in action for COVID-19 
 

Food Security Program webinars’ series: " The 
impact of COVID-19 on Global Food Security'' 
 
 
Webinar 3: COVID-19 lessons for Water and 
Climate 
Watch via: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXlsSSBJDyU 
 
 
Webinar 4: Impact of COVID-19 on Nutrition 
Security 
Watch via: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luXh0x2awGs 
 
 
Webinar 5: Impact of COVID-19 on Sustainable 
Food Systems 
Watch via: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kK6rwO-oRkk 
 
 
Webinar 6: Food Security Strategies in the Middle 
East after COVID-19 
Watch via: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FDDSuuv282I
&t=764s 
 
 
READ MORE 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sXlsSSBJDyU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luXh0x2awGs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kK6rwO-oRkk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FDDSuuv282I&t=764s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FDDSuuv282I&t=764s
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_FoodSecurityWebinarseries.aspx


 
Back to top 

Issmat Kassem on refugees besieged: The 
lurking threat of COVID-19 in Syrian war 
refugee camps 
In a recent paper published in Travel Medicine and 
Infectious Diseases, Dr. Kassem highlighted the 
factors that may lead to the emergence of COVID-
19 in Syrian Refugee Camps. He also analyzed the 
significant ramifications associated with the spread 
of this disease in the camps. Dr. Kassem concluded 
his remarks with a call “for global and urgent 
support for these disenfranchised populations. The 
health of refugees is intimately linked to that of 
their hosting communities and beyond, which is an 
additional reason to protect the camps from 
COVID-19.”  Read Dr. Kassem’s paper here.  
 
READ MORE 
 

Back to top 

 

 
 

Hadi Jaafar on “Hobbyists hope to halt hunger 
in Lebanon by growing their own crops”  
As the remnants of the October revolution and the 
current state of COVID-19 have a major effect on 
the country’s food security, Dr. Hadi Jaafar was 
interviewed by the Economist to discuss the actions 
needed to be taken by the government to ensure 
food security for all during these difficult times.  
To read the full interview, click here. READ MORE 
 
 
 

Back to top 

 

ESDU’s Ardi Ardak initiative spreads hope all 
around Lebanon!  
ESDU team, part of the Ardi Ardak initiative, is 
working hard to spread hope, help Lebanese 
villages, and put smiles on the faces of needy 
families during this dire period.  
 
Since the beginning of the crisis in March 2020, and 
in collaboration with its partners 
collaboration with other national campaigns, the 
Initiative distributed 669 Food Parcels, 62,000 
seedlings and 7,300 seeds bags to villages and cities 
all over Lebanon.  

 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/32380153/
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_DrKassemrefugee.aspx
https://www.economist.com/middle-east-and-africa/2020/05/28/hobbyists-hope-to-halt-hunger-in-lebanon-by-growing-their-own-crops
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_HadiJaafarEconomist.aspx


 
Your contribution will save lives! Please donate, 
click here  

 
Ardi Ardak team, in collaboration with the 
Samidoun campaign organized by Al Jadeed TV, 
also distributed 500 packages of seedlings & seeds 
in Shmustar, Kasarnaba, Bednayel and Arsal.  
Watch interview here 
 
The team works closely with landowners to assess 
land and provide sustainable production plans and 
in-kind support.  
 
ESDU and Ardi Ardak Initiative teamed up with 
Nadine Labaki and several other sustainable 
Agricultural initiatives to launch the 
Zarriet Albi campaign. Watch the video here.  
 

 
READ MORE  

Back to top 
 

  
FAFS launches COVID-19 webpage  
FAFS community has been working in line with AUB 
to create awareness and lead the community in the 
fight against COVID-19. 
This page features faculty and students’ activities, 
interviews, webinars, research and initiatives With 
respect to the current pandemic.  
Check the website here 
 
 

 
 
 

Back to top 
 

 

Your contributions made a difference! 
FAFS family has come together to help the most 
vulnerable members of our FAFS community. 
Mouneh boxes (provided by ESDU) as well as 
donations that were collected at all FAFS 
departments and Dean’s Office, were distributed 
before Fitr holiday to SAMCO and other staff 
working at FAFS.  

 

https://www.zoomaal.com/projects/74389/ardiardakfoodsecurityinitiative?fbclid=IwAR1x2PYCIEMfjewdeZyQs2-flfCeFmim-5JKYLWMkzqfsvPLhEg9FiFLrhA
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/Pages/FAFS%20Videos%20and%20Interviews.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/Pages/FAFS%20Videos%20and%20Interviews.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_ESDUinitiatives.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/COVID19expertcomittee.aspx


Make a difference on a monthly basis by 
supporting as many as we can. We thank each of 
you for your great support and demonstrating the 
spirit of FAFS through action! READ MORE 
 
 

 
 

Back to top 

 
Facing the coronavirus: the power of plants in 
times of a pandemic 
LDEM students, as part of Healing Gardens 
(LDEM 262) course and under the supervision 
of Dr. Salma Talhouk, assessed the positive 
impact of reconnecting with nature and plants 
during COVID-19.  
Being  socially responsible designers and 
scientists  at FAFS, students were  responsive 
to place, culture, and to the natural and 
ecological needs of the region by identifying 
meaningful opportunities during this 
pandemic. 
Read full article here. 
 

Back to top 

 

 

LDEM plants spread positive energy around 
campus 
As students embark on their exam period, and 
as staff work relentlessly to ensure the health 
and wellbeing of their community, ‘good luck’ 
and ‘thank you’ are best said with plants.  
LDEM and the Office of Student Affairs, 
surprise AUB residence hall students and staff 
with plants (May 13). READ MORE.  

 
 
 
 

Back to top 
 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_Donations.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_salmatalhoukldemstudents.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_LDEMplants.aspx


NFSC student Lynn Berjawi supporting 
families in need during the COVID-19 
pandemic   
FAFS Food Science and Management student Lynn 
Berjawi has been working hard to support the 
needy families. Starting with a small amount of 
donations and 2 meals per week, Lynn’s initiative 
received the interest of many generous people. 
What started as a small initiative is now helping 25 
families with their daily food needs. READ MORE 
 
 

Back to top 
 

 
 
Faculty News  

 
 

FAFS Town Hall 
A virtual Town Hall was organized (May 15) and attended by FAFS full-time faculty members. 
The meeting highlighted the spirit of solidarity and resolve in the current turbulent times for 
Lebanon and AUB." READ MORE 
 

Back to top 
Nayla Al-Akl to serve on the jury 
committee for the prestigious Sir 
Geoffrey Jellicoe Award, International 
Federation of Landscape Architects 
(IFLA) 
Nayla Al-Akl will be serving on the jury 
committee for the Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe 
Award. The Award will be presented 
during the 57th IFLA World Congress 
hosted in George Town, Penang, Malaysia, 
originally planned for 13-15 August, 2020. 
The IFLA Sir Geoffrey Jellicoe Award is the 
highest honor that the International 
Federation of Landscape Architects can 
bestow upon a landscape architect. The 
Award recognizes a living landscape 
architect whose lifetime achievements and 
contributions have had a unique and 
lasting impact on the welfare of society 
and the environment and on the 

 
 

 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_lynnberjawi.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_FAFStownhall.aspx


promotion of the profession of landscape 
architecture. READ MORE 
 

Back to top 
 

Yaser Abunnasr featured in the first 
newsletter of the NAWAMED project 
Dr. Yaser Abunnasr, coordinator of the 
NAWAMED project “Nature Based 
Solutions for Domestic Water Reuse in 
Mediterranean Countries”, was featured in 
the first issue of NAWAMED’s yearly 
newsletter discussing importance and 
relevance of the anticipated project 
outcomes. 
The NAWAMED project aims to improve 
urban water management and promote the 
use of non-conventional water resources. 
READ MORE 
 

 
Back to top 

 

  
Faculty Publications  
 

FAFS faculty publications - first 
quarter of 2020 
FAFS has released the latest 
publications from our Faculty for the 
first quarter of 2020. To see the full list, 
as well as previous faculty publications, 
click here.  
 
Dean Rabi Mohtar’s paper on 
Quantification of Available Water Capacity 
Comparing Standard Methods and a 
Pedostructure Method on a Weakly 
Structured soil has been selected to 
receive a 2020 Superior Paper award 
To read the full paper, click here 
 
 

Back to top 

 

 
Announcements  

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_NaylaAlAkl.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Pages/2020_NAWAMED.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/Pages/FacultyResearchPublications.aspx
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/news/Documents/2020News/AvailableWater_ASABE.pdf


 

SAVE THE DATE  
Virtual Recognition Event  
Date: June 15, 2020  
Time: 5:30 pm  
 
FAFS is planning a Virtual Recognition Event to salute its Class of 2020 Graduates' 
achievements as they commence their journey into the future. 

     Back to top 
SAVE THE DATE  
WIL Lebanon  
Date: June – December 2020 
Where: Online  

FAFS proudly partners with Water Innovation Lab (WIL) 2020 for Lebanese youth (in 
Lebanon and diaspora) to develop solutions to the Litani River challenges. WIL Lebanon is 
the biggest water innovation event dedicated to young leaders.  

Selected projects will receive a seed grant of up to USD $5,000 to pilot, test, and prototype 
their proposed solution.   

     Back to top 

 
 

FAFS FAMILY MISSES YOU! 

 
 

 
 

To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/Events/Pages/default.aspx


To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, 
brief description, picture, and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  

 
If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here. 

 

 
 

 
T: +961-1-343002 | F: +961-1-744460 

 
E: fafs@aub.edu.lb | W: www.aub.edu.lb/fafs | Fb: www.facebook.com/aub.fafs | T: www.twitter.com/aub_fafs | I: 

wwww.instagram.com/aub_fafs 
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