
 

 

 

A Message of Hope  
 

 

A Message from the Dean 

 

Dear FAFS Family and the greater Lebanese community, 

 

From the heart of Lebanon to the heart of Beirut and its people who have been impacted, in one 
way or another, by the August 4th devastating explosion in the seaport of Beirut, I extend my sincere 
condolences for the loss of innocent and hopeful lives. I also, extend my profound sympathies to the 
injuries endured, the destruction of property, and for the emotional scars that will forever run deep 
within us. 

 

It is indeed a sad and somber period for Lebanon; together, like the phoenix bird, we will rise from 
the tribulations that surround us, and we will rise stronger and more determined. 

 

The explosion hit close to home with FAFS losing one of its alumni, Mr. Ayman Suleiman. Ayman 
graduated with a BS in Agriculture and Diploma d’Ingenieur Agricole in 2011; he also earned an MS 

Together We Shall Rise  



in Plant Science in 2014. Ayman is survived by his wife Shalimar (also a FAFS alumna) and their two 
daughters Chanel and Galina. 

 

On the material side, FAFS endured some damage to the windows and ceilings. The damage was 
assessed and the cleaning and renovations have started the very next day of the explosion. 

 

We have reached out to as many of our faculty, staff, students and alumni as possible to offer 
assistance and form volunteering teams. If you have been impacted by the blast, please let us know 
so that we can find a way to help. 

 

Since Thursday August 6th, the Environment and Sustainable Development Unit (ESDU) & Food 
Heritage Foundation team are preparing daily hot meals at Akleh community kitchen in the 
framework of Ardi Ardak initiative for our fellow citizens who were affected by the explosion. The 
small kitchen was capable of delivering 300 family meals and expected to deliver more in the coming 
week. We are seeking support from several international foundations, and expect to receive some 
support towards our efforts in the coming few days.  

 

For those who are willing to support and alleviate the burden of this blast on the devastated 
families, cash and in-kind donations are accepted, as well as volunteering to help cook or distribute 
hot meals made with love to families in need. 

 

August 4th tragic explosion only makes us more committed to AUB’s and FAFS mission and values so 
this great institution continues to be the beacon of knowledge and learning as it has always been 
and to leave the world a better place. 

 

I pray that you and your families and loved ones are safe and far from harm’s way. May God protect 
Lebanon, its land and its people. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Rabi H. Mohtar 

Professor and Dean, FAFS 
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Obituary  
 

 

FAFS Mourns the loss of Alumnus Ayman 
Suleiman in Beirut’s Seaport explosion 

 

FAFS is deeply saddened to announce the 
passing of FAFS alumnus, Ayman Suleiman, due 
to the unfortunate explosion that took place on 
August 4th.  

 

Ayman graduated with a BS in Agriculture and 
Diploma d’Ingenieur Agricole in 2011 and an MS 
in Plant Science in 2014. 

 

This is a time of great sorrow for the entire 
FAFS-AUB community. We extend our sincerest 
condolences to his family, his wife - our alumna 
Ms. Shalimar Sinno, their two daughters, and to 
his friends and all who knew him, during this 
difficult and tragic time. 
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Damage to FAFS  

 
 

The explosion that took place at Beirut port on 
August 4th, 2020 has caused some damage in FAFS, 
like in other campus areas. FAFS Administration, 
Physical Plant, Maintenance, and Housekeeping 
assessed the damage. It consisted mainly of 
shattered glass, windows damage, and fallen false 
ceilings in the facades facing east. Priority has been 
given to cleaning up all glass and debris so they do 
not constitute a hazard to people; the second step 
was securing all the offices and windows that were 
damaged with plastic (or wood if need be) until 
fully repaired. Fortunately, the equipment loss was 
minor. The Physical Plant compiled the necessary 
information as gathered from the Pilot Plant, 
Greenhouse area, Wings A and B, and Reynolds. 
Costing and repairs will follow soon. 
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Call for volunteers to help rebuild the community   

 
Since Thursday August 6, the ESDU & 
Food Heritage Foundation team are 
preparing daily hot meals at Akleh 
community kitchen in the framework of 
Ardi Ardak initiative for our fellow 
citizens who were affected by Beirut's 
explosion.  

 

The small kitchen was capable of 
delivering 300 family meals and 
expected to deliver more in the coming 
week.  

 

Many FAFS students, faculty, staff, and 
alumni are on the ground helping with 
rescue and cleanup efforts. For those 
who are willing to support to alleviate 
the weight of this catastrophe on the 
devastated families, cash and in-kind 
donations are accepted, as well as 
volunteering to help us cook in our 
kitchen or distribute hot meals made 
with love to families in need. 

 

To learn how to you can donate or 
volunteer, click here.  

 

 

 

 

Back to top 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/AubEsdu/status/1291405021314252801


 

Student Initiatives  

 

FAFS students help bring the community 
together with volunteer work  

 

FAFS students who reside in Beirut district or 
surrounding areas were traumatized by the 
deadly and horrific explosion that rocked Beirut 
on Tuesday, August 4, 2020;  some suffered 
minor injuries and some had material damage in 
their properties (houses and cars). This tragedy 
did not stop our students motivation, 
enthusiasm, and true spirit from supporting the 
community and  taking part in rebuilding Beirut. 

 

Many FAFS students have been volunteering 
with NGOs such as Al Mousaned and Food 
Blessed; organizations like the Red Cross; and 
other associations such as Sawa Mninjah from 
Tripoli, Jeel Sustainable Development for People 
and Nature Association from Saida, Jarrah 
Scouts Association, St. Vincent de Paul, and 
Scout St. Joseph Antoura. In addition, some 
students took individual initiatives to help 
provide supplies, food, shelter (building tents), 
and medicine. They also collected donations 
from people, helped clean the debris and glass 
wreckages from the inside of homes and the 
outside of shops with their brooms and shovels. 

 

We are utterly proud of our students for their 
empathy, passion and their determination to 
rebuild the community.  
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Helping to rehome Beirut  

 

FAFS Alumna, Nour Azzi, has put together an 
online page where those who lost their houses 
due to the explosion can find those offering free 
housing.  

  

This initiative covers housing in all areas of 
Lebanon, and is a live network for interaction 
with those offering, and those who need help. 

 

If you know anyone who has been affected and 
lost their house, or if you have a house to offer, 
please contact Ms. Nour Azzi here.  
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AUB’s Center for Civic Engagement and 
Community Service offers volunteering 
opportunities for students   

 

AUB’s Center for Civic Engagement and 
Community Service has been posting live 
volunteering opportunities for students who 
want to help due to the explosion. Since August 
4th, we have seen AUB students help clear 
rubble, cook food, hand out donations, and 
bring the community together to rebuild 
Lebanon and rebuild the community.  

 

 
 
 

https://www.instagram.com/guesthouseslebanon/


If you want to get involved, check out their 
Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter where they 
post the different opportunities you can take 
part of.  
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TOGETHER WE SHALL RISE!  

 

 
 

 

To learn more about FAFS events, please visit our website Calendar 

To advertise your upcoming events, please send the event details (title, location, date, 
brief description, picture, and contact name & email) to fafs_com@aub.edu.lb  

 

If you missed the last issue of the FAFS Dean’s Updates, click here. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/CCECS.AUB/
https://www.instagram.com/ccecs_aub/?hl=en
https://twitter.com/CCECS_AUB
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/Events/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:fafs_com@aub.edu.lb
https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/Documents/DeansUpdates/FAFS-Deans-Updates-Issue25.pdf


 
 

 

T: +961-1-343002 | F: +961-1-744460 

 

E: fafs@aub.edu.lb | W: www.aub.edu.lb/fafs | Fb: www.facebook.com/aub.fafs | T: www.twitter.com/aub_fafs | I: 
wwww.instagram.com/aub_fafs 
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