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Who is my advisor during my graduate 

studies?



A prospective student is considered as a 

regular student



A student admitted on probation is 

considered a regular student



The difference between thesis and non-

thesis



What are the residency requirements?



A leave of absence is required



Graduate course taken during the BS 

program and in another MS program are 

transferrable



What are the maximum credits Loads?  



Deficient number of elective courses, 

especially for the non-thesis students

More free elective courses will 
be integrated and students can 

take courses from another major 
or from another University. 



Requirements to receive a Graduate Assistantship 

(GA)? 

Eligibility: 

• GA appointments are made on a semester basis. 

• New and continuing students who are not on probation are eligible to be appointed as GA’s 

• Students who are on thesis track are eligible to be appointed as GA’s. As soon as the student shifts to 
non-thesis, he or she will no longer be eligible for GA funding. 

• Students on GA appointments whose performance in deemed below standard by the advisor, will have 
their contract terminated. 

Funding: 

• GA funding allocations are made at the level of the Dean’s office based on the recommendations of the 
different departments and programs. 

Coverage: 

• All Masters Students applying for GA-ship are eligible for coverage of up to 18 credits of the total 30-33 
credits in the program. 

Guidelines: 

• GA appointment is restricted to students who do not have a full time job. 

• GA’s are expected to choose a thesis advisor and set a thesis topic and a plan of research by the 
middle of their second regular semester in the program. 



When graduate students should submit the 

forms? 

After completing two 
semesters, students are 

required to fill Form 1 which 
includes thesis advisor, 

committee members, thesis 
title (thesis students)/tutorial 

title (non-thesis students). It is 
the student’s responsibility, in 
coordination with the adviser, 

to keep members of the 
supervisory committee 

informed on the progress of 
his/her work and to seek their 

input. 

Form 2 for comprehensive 
exam, students must register 

for a zero-credit 
comprehensive examination 

course one semester before 
the term/semester in which 
they expect to graduate and  
after completing most of the 
course requirements for the 
degree. A student who does 
not pass the comprehensive 

examination may take it a 
second time in the following 
semester. Students who are 
unable to pass a program’s 
comprehensive exam twice 

are dropped from the graduate 
program. 

Form 3 for defense, a student 
is not allowed to defend 

her/his thesis unless s/he has 
passed the comprehensive 

examination and be registered 
for the thesis in the session in 
which the student expects to 
graduate. Pass (P) or Fail (F) 
is reported for the combined 
thesis and thesis defense. If 

Fail (F) is reported, the 
student may resubmit the 
thesis and defend it after a 

period of at least three 
months. Failure on the second 

attempt results in 
discontinuation of the 

graduate work. 

The link to fill the forms: https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/StudentCareerService/Pages/Petitions-Forms.aspx

https://aub.edu.lb/fafs/StudentCareerService/Pages/Petitions-Forms.aspx


Graduate Form 1



Graduate Form 2

In general, a comprehensive examination is a 
test that covers a broad base of material. The 
purpose of the examination is to assess the 

student’s knowledge and capacities to earn a 
given graduate degree in the field of 

specialization. Depending on the degree 
program, it may test course knowledge, 

knowledge of the student’s proposed research 
area, and/or the general knowledge in the field. 



Form 2



Graduate Form 3

If the thesis work involves human subject research or animal related research, the thesis 
committee must forward to the department chair a copy of the approval/confirmation or 

exemption letter of the Institutional Review Board and/or Animal Care Committee. 

The thesis defense session is normally chaired by the thesis adviser and the student will be 
notified of the final decision by thesis committee immediately after completion of the thesis 

committee deliberations. 

The final draft of the thesis shall be submitted to each member of the thesis committee at 
least two weeks before the date of the thesis defense. The thesis defense shall be 

announced at least two weeks in advance. The total time allocated for the thesis defense 
should allow for answering all questions and should not normally exceed 120 minutes. 



Form 3



Who chooses the Supervisory Committee 

and its role? 

A Supervisory committee is formed by the adviser and the student 
in coordination with the chairperson/director of the unit according 

to the following conditions: 

Supervisory committee 
should normally consist 
of at least two members 
of professorial rank of 

the student’s 
department. The 

remaining member(s) 
can be from other 

departments at AUB or 
from an institution other 

than AUB. 

In interdisciplinary 
programs, the members 

of the advisory 
committee are drawn 
from full-time faculty 

members at AUB. 

The supervisory committee 
must be approved by the 

chairperson/director of the 
student’s department/ 

program. The student must 
submit the thesis/tutorial 

proposal to the committee 
and secure its approval. The 

committee members will 
evaluate the proposal in 

consultation with the thesis 
adviser. 

If a student wants to 
change a committee 
member or the title of 

the thesis? 

Student must fill the 
online graduate petition 
available on the FAFS 

website: 
https://fafsapps.aub.edu.l
b/FAFSPetitions/StdForm
s/login.aspx?ReturnUrl=

%2fFAFSPetitions



When a student is placed on probation? 

A student is placed on probation if he/she attains a cumulative 
average of 70 (or 2.3) or more, but less than 80 (or 3.2) or fails 
any course taken for graduate credit. 

A student placed on probation due to average must remove the 
probation by the end of the following regular semester/term by 
attainment of a cumulative average of at least 80 (or 3.2) . 

A student placed on probation due to course failure should retake 
the course the next time it is offered and pass the course. In case 
this condition cannot be met, the student, in consultation with the 
adviser, must petition the Faculty/School Graduate Studies 
Committee. 

The department or program in which the student is enrolled may 
recommend probation to the GSC even though the student has 
attained an adequate cumulative average. 



Requirements to transfer within and outside 
Faculty

Change of major within the same faculty is by 
petitioning the department to which he/she is planning 
to join and securing its approval and the approval of 

the Faculty Graduate Studies Committee. 

Change of major within an interfaculty program is by 
applying to the relevant interfaculty program committee 

seeking their approval and the approval of the 
Graduate Studies Committee of the receiving faculty. 

Transfer to other faculties/schools from within AUB is 
by filling a new application to the desired program 

following the graduate admissions process and 
deadlines for consideration for admission in the new 

major. 



The processes for dual Master’s degree

A student may apply for the second degree no later than the end of second semester at AUB.

A student may receive a graduate assistantship from either or both of the participating units; the total sum cannot exceed 
what each unit provides for a graduate assistant for one academic year.

Up to 9 transfer credits may be applied to one of the two degree programs or may be divided between the two degree 
programs.

All requirements for the dual degrees must be completed within a period of five years after admission to dual master’s 
degrees. Extension beyond the maximum allowed period of study requires approval from the faculty(ies) Graduate Studies 
Committee/s.

A student may leave the dual degree programs before completion of both degrees, if the requirements for one degree have been 
fulfilled.



What is Academic Dishonesty? 


