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ACRONYMS
Acronyms are listed below by order of appearance in the handbook

ACC: Animal Care Committee

AUB: American University of Beirut

AUBSIS: AUB Student Information System 

BGS: Board of Graduate Studies 

CPHP: Center for Public Health Practice

CRPH: Center for Research on Population and Health 

Cr: Credit

CTL: Center for Teaching and Learning 

EH: Environmental Health

EMRO: Eastern Mediterranean Regional Office 

EPH: Epidemiology and Population Health 

FHS: Faculty of Health Sciences

FGSC: Faculty Graduate Studies Committees 

GC: Graduate Council

HMP: Health Management and Policy

HPCH: Health Promotion and Community Health 

IRB: Institutional Review Board

K2P: Knowledge to Policy Center

MEHE: Ministry of Education and Higher Education 

MOPH: Ministry of Public Health

MPH: Master of Public Health 

MS: Master of Science

PhD: Doctor of Philosophy

SPARK: The Center for Systematic Reviews on Health Policy and Systems Research

This handbook is supplementary to the AUB Graduate Catalogue, which can be accessed here
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ABOUT FHS
Mission, Vision and Values
The Faculty of Health Sciences is the leading academic voice and driver for equity, justice, and better health 
in the Arab region and beyond.
Its core mission is to improve the health of populations and advance the public health discipline and field 
of health professions in the region and beyond, through excellence in education, research, and community 
engagement.
FHS’s teaching, research, and service are guided by core values. These values derive from our context as 
a leading graduate program of public health in a middle-income regional setting that has suffered from 
intermittent political conflict and unrest and from our adherence to basic principles of professional conduct, 
human rights, and service to underprivileged communities.

ABOUT EPHD
The Department is committed to improving public health in Lebanon, the region, and beyond, by training 
students and public health professionals to become epidemiologists capable of undertaking independent 
quantitative research for advancing knowledge and informing policy and practice. Its academic programs, 
adapted to meet the needs of the region, encourage learners to work on projects that address the public 
health needs of the region.

A. Academics
The Department was established in 1964. It offers Epidemiology and Biostatistics (EB) concentration 
within the MPH, MS in Epidemiology, and as of 2018 PhD in Epidemiology. The department hosts local and 
international students, with regional students accounting for about 20% of its annual cohorts.
EPHD is the largest department at the Faculty of Health Sciences. It currently includes thirteen full-time 
faculty members. Three faculty members within the Faculty of Medicine (FM) are currently affiliated with 
EPHD. EPHD always welcomes visiting regional and international faculty to contribute to its programs/
courses.
EPHD Faculty members are committed to providing the highest quality education in epidemiology, 
biostatistics and research design. They contribute to the teaching of undergraduates in health sciences 
professions, graduates at FHS, medical students as well as medical graduates as part of the Scholars in 
Health Research Program (SHARP), a joint program with FM.

• Equality and Social Justice: We believe in 
equality among people; our work is oriented 
to enhance health equity and social justice by 
focusing on underserved communities.

• Civic Responsibility: We believe that each of 
us has a role to play in advancing knowledge 
and improving health, and we work to instill a 
sense of civic responsibility among students 
and partners organizations with whom we 
collaborate.

• Integrity and Professional Ethics: We bring a 
commitment to integrity and professional ethics 
in all our efforts.

• Diversity: We believe that diversity in our faculty, 
students, and in our practice sites enhances our 
ability to understand the perspectives and the 
circumstances that influence health.

• Excellence: We are committed to excel in all that 
we do, and believe that our faculty and alumni 
provide leadership and vision to improve the 
health of people and communities.

• Peace: We research and mitigate the public 
health effects of conflicts on population and 
systems as a contribution to achieving peace 
and justice.
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B. Research
Faculty members at EPHD are engaged in multidisciplinary epidemiological research, using epidemiological 
and statistical methods to investigate public health issues that are of local, regional and global importance. 
They are also committed to generating local evidence to address scientific gaps on important public 
health issues across the life cycle and in several vulnerable populations (displaced, refugees, older adults, 
persons living with HIV, etc.). The core interests of the faculty are mental health, ageing, substance use, 
maternal and child health, infectious diseases, non- communicable diseases, conflict and health, validation 
of scales, and advancing biostatistical methods. Specific research themes include substance use and young 
people, child and adolescent mental health disorders, dementia, sexual and reproductive health of youth 
and women, cardiovascular risk factors such as tobacco use and hypertension, diabetes, food insecurity, 
biostatistical methods for longitudinal data, evidence synthesis and missing data, and preventive behaviors 
and policies.
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PHD IN EPIDEMIOLOGY
About the Program
A. Context
One of the strategic goals of FHS is to position itself to meet the increasing local and regional needs for 
academic public health training by expanding graduate public health programs including doctoral degree 
programs. A PhD in Epidemiology is the first doctoral program to be established at FHS. It is part of the 
Graduate Public Health Program (GPHP) at FHS and therefore it received accreditation by the US Council on 
Education for Public Health (CEPH) in 2019 under the Graduate Public Health Program unit of accreditation.
The development of a doctoral program in epidemiology is relevant to regional needs and is responsive 
to students’ interest and to potential employers’ demand. There is a need to recruit professionals with 
more advanced research training, and who are prepared to work independently on research projects. 
Additionally, the region is in dire need for highly trained epidemiologists who could design large scale 
studies and contribute to strengthening research and existing data systems. There is a scarcity of birth 
cohort studies and other types of cohorts in the region that could address a wide range of research 
questions related to developmental origins of diseases, understanding the causes of poor health, and 
predicting impact of interventions. Moreover, the region lags behind other regions in investments in 
research for health. A handful number of countries in EMRO have a national health research system that is 
responsive and needs driven.
Locally and regionally, there is a need for faculty to teach epidemiology and health research methods 
in emerging Schools/ Programs of Public Health and in Schools of Medicine. There is also a need for 
professionals to lead epidemiology and research units in Ministries of Health and other institutions.

B. Background and Goals
The mission of the PhD Program in Epidemiology is to provide advanced training in epidemiology, statistical 
skills, and cutting-edge research methods. Graduates of the program acquire competencies to undertake 
high quality independent research, to assume professorial positions at universities, and to obtain leadership 
positions in research units in Ministries of Health, and health care institutions, in Lebanon, the region and 
beyond.
 
The primary goals of the program are to:
• Graduate epidemiologists with advanced training, who can teach advanced courses, lead independent 

epidemiological research, and promote rigorous epidemiological practice.
• Strengthen epidemiological research, and support research collaborations and partnerships at FHS and 

beyond to improve data systems and address existing and emerging public health problems in Lebanon 
and the region.
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C. Program Competencies
By the end of the program, students will be able to:

EPCC1: Discuss the local and regional epidemiology of diseases and disorders of public health importance 
with an understanding of the underlying factors and context.

EPCC2: Produce rigorous syntheses of published literature using systematic methodologies and evaluate 
the quality of synthesized evidence.

EPCC3: Use evidence syntheses to identify research gaps and questions for additional primary research

EPCC4: Develop novel hypotheses that build on the research findings of others

EPCC5: Apply methods from a variety of disciplines to the conduct of epidemiological research

EPCC6: Design and lead independent research on theoretical and/or applied epidemiologic problems

EPCC7: Develop and evaluate measurement tools necessary for generating valid epidemiological findings

EPCC8: Effectively manage and evaluate data generated from population-based surveys and 
epidemiological surveillance systems

EPCC9: Use advanced statistical methods to analyze data generated from different epidemiological study 
designs

EPCC10: Guide field personnel in conducting culturally/context sensitive research

EPCC11: Interpret and evaluate original or published results

EPCC12: Effectively communicate the results of epidemiological studies to multiple audiences both by 
publication–in referred journals, presentation at professional meetings–and interaction with lay public 
and press.

EPCC 13: Conduct research in accordance with accepted ethical principles and practices

EPCC14: Prepare proposal for extra mural funding

EPCC 15: Teach epidemiological concepts to undergraduate and graduate students and conduct 
professional training in epidemiology
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PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS
A. Public Health Pre-requisites
Since the PhD in Epidemiology program received accreditation by the US Council on Education for Public 
Health (CEPH) in 2019 under the Graduate Public Health Program unit of accreditation, then all PhD 
Students as per CEPH requirement are expected to have achieved the public health foundational learning 
objectives (LO) which are listed below. 
• Students with a master’s degree that is accredited by CEPH are exempted from taking any additional

courses with public health foundational learning objectives.
• Students with a master’s degree in public health earned from a non-CEPH accredited program shall

be asked to take an online exam or take PBHL 312. Those who do not pass this online exam are given
readings to review after which they will be asked to re-sit for the online exam.

• Students joining the PhD in Epidemiology program from a non-public health background will be required
to take the following courses during the course of the PhD program: EPHD 300, PBHL 310 and PBHL 312.

Foundational Public Health Learning Objectives

B. PhD in Epidemiology Curriculum
The PhD in Epidemiology Program requires the completion of 27.5 credit hours of coursework beyond the 
master’s degree and 24 credit hours of thesis work. The coursework consists of 5-4 credits of pre-specified 
masters level courses in epidemiology and biostatistics, 16 credits of core PhD-level epidemiology and 
biostatistics courses, 1.5 credit course of research ethics, and 6-5 credits of pre-approved elective courses. 
For the Thesis, primary data collection is highly encouraged.

1. Explain public health history, philosophy and
values

2. Identify the core functions of public health and
the 10 Essential Services*

3. Explain the role of quantitative and qualitative
methods and sciences in describing and assessing
a population’s health

4. List major causes and trends of morbidity and
mortality in the US or other community relevant to
the school or program

5. Discuss the science of primary, secondary and
tertiary prevention in population health, including
health promotion, screening, etc.

6. Explain the critical importance of evidence in
advancing public health knowledge

7. Explain effects of environmental factors on a
population’s health

8. Explain biological and genetic factors that affect
a population’s health

9. Explain behavioral and psychological factors that
affect a population’s health

10. Explain the social, political, and economic
determinants of health and how they contribute to
population health and health inequities

11. Explain how globalization affects global burdens
of disease

12. Explain an ecological perspective on the
connections among human health, animal health
and ecosystem health (e.g., One Health)
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C. Credit Load

COURSE TYPE CREDITS

Core PhD-level Courses (including1.5 credit of research ethics course) 17.5

Required Master’s level courses in Epidemiology and Biostatistics 4-5

Electives 5-6

Thesis 24

Total number of credits required for graduation 51.5
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D. Curriculum Plan
Core Courses

FIRST YEAR

Course Course Title Credits 

EPHD404 Introduction to Causal Inference Methods 2

EPHD405 Social and Behavioral Factors in Epidemiology 2

EPHD406 Epidemiology in Action 3

EPHD411 Statistics for Psychosocial Research 3

EPHD440 Doctoral Seminar 

** Required Epidemiology/Biostatistics Course+ 5

** Elective+ 3

SHARP315 Introduction to Research Ethics 1.5

19.5

SECOND YEAR

EPHD403 Advanced Epidemiological Methods: Case Control & Cohort studies 3

EPHD410 Applied Multivariate and Longitudinal Methods in Health Sciences 3

EPHD440 Doctoral Seminar 0

EPHD445 Writing Research Grant 0

EPHD480 Qualifying Exam Part I: Comprehensive Exam 0

** Elective+ 2

8

THIRD YEAR

EPHD481 Qualifying Exam Part II: Defense of thesis proposal 0

EPHD482 Thesis 3

EPHD483 Thesis 6

EPHD483A Thesis 6

15

FOURTH YEAR

EPHD484 Thesis 9

EPHD486 Thesis 0

EPHD487 PhD final thesis defense 0

9

Total credits 51.5

** Students have the choice to take the required Epidemiology/Biostatistics course this term or anytime during the summer term or fall term 
of the second year. + students can take either 4-5 credits of Required Epi/Bio courses and 5-6 credits of elective courses (total 10 credits)
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E. Course Description
Core Courses

EPHD 403 
Advanced Epidemiology Methods: Case Control and Cohort Studies | 2.2; 3 cr.
The main objective of the course is to enhance students’ ability to design and conduct unbiased and 
efficient research. It is specifically designed to expand students’ understanding of the methods of sampling 
for case control and cohort studies, and train students on hybrid designs (case cross over designs, nested 
case controls and case-cohort). Prerequisite: Design and Analysis of Epidemiologic Studies EPHD 320 or its 
equivalent.

EPHD 404 
Introduction to Causal Inference Methods | 2.0; 2 cr.
This course provides an overview and understanding of key concepts and theoretical frameworks of causal 
inference without and with models. The course will cover causation in health research, Directed Acyclic 
Graphs (DAGs), and epidemiologic methods for causal inference such as inverse probability weighting and 
marginal structural models. Other topics such as mediation and instrumental variables will also be covered. 
The course will involve lectures and practical applications through journal club, lab sessions with data, 
homework, and class projects. Prerequisites: EPHD 320 or SHARP 300/320 and EPHD312/313 OR any 
equivalent intermediate level courses in Epidemiology and Biostatistics.

EPHD 405 
Social and Behavioral Factors in Epidemiology | 2.0; 2 cr.
This course is about the influence of the social context on the distribution of disease and its consequences, 
and about conducting epidemiological and public health research that is mindful of social and behavioral 
factors. While social epidemiology has come to be identified with the study of social inequalities, 
understanding how society and culture influence health requires a broader view of social determinants than 
the statistical analysis of the effects of socioeconomic variables on health outcomes. The course situates 
itself at the intersection of epidemiology and the social sciences. It draws on a range of approaches to 
illustrate the ways that social forces affect health

EPHD 406 
Epidemiology in Action | 2.2; 3 cr.
This course aims at exploring different public health modalities, strategies, interventions, and approaches 
during man-made (conflict) and natural disasters. It also enables public health practitioners capable to select 
those most relevant to each situation’s type, context and type of population affected. Skills needed in the 
management of disaster situation will be introduced as an integrated component, such as coordination 
and communication skills. In natural disasters, outbreak investigation methods will be included, using 
case studies of local, regional, and global disease outbreaks. The response plan to natural and man-made 
disasters such as storms and earthquakes, injuries from armed conflicts will be developed. Prerequisites: 
EPHD 300 (or its equivalent of basic epidemiology course) and EPHD 316 (or its equivalent in infectious 
epidemiology).

EPHD 410
Applied Multivariate and Longitudinal Methods in Health Sciences | 2.2; 3 cr.
Data are often complicated by high dimensionality and inter-observation correlations. This course aims at 
providing a solid grounding in the analysis of multivariate data, repeated measure data and correlated data. 
Specifically, students will learn to (1) distinguish between univariate and multivariate outcomes, (2) group 
comparison for multivariate outcomes using One- Way and Two -Way MANOVA, (3) multivariate analysis 
using General Linear Model, (4) analysis of longitudinal data and (5) analysis of correlated clustered data. 
SAS, STATA and SPSS will be used in this course as statistical packages.

Prerequisites: This is an advanced data analysis course that requires as prerequisites Basic Biostatistics 
(EPHD 310), Analysis of Categorical Data (EPHD 313), and Analysis of Continuous Data (EPHD 312).
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EPHD 411 
Statistics for Psychosocial Research Psychometrics and measurement of Latent Constructs | 2.2; 3 cr.
This course covers the quantitative approaches to measurement in the field of public health. Examples 
will be drawn from the measurement of psychosocial determinants of various diseases and public health 
outcomes. The course will introduce students to the principles of measurement, reliability and validity, as 
well as latent-variable based measurement models, including factor analysis. The instructional method 
consists of lectures, hands- on sessions in the computer lab and assigned problem sets. Problem sets will 
require active manipulation of datasets provided by the instructor using Stata. Prerequisites: EPHD 300 or 
any equivalent course in basic epidemiology and EPHD312/313 or any equivalent intermediate level courses 
in Biostatistics covering the analyses of categorical and continuous data.

EPHD 440  
Doctoral Seminar | 0 cr.

EPHD 445  
Writing Research Grants | 0 cr. 

SHARP 315 
Introduction to Research Ethics and RCR | 1.5 cr.
This course introduces students to the fundamentals of responsible conduct of research, emphasizing 
the ethical practice of human and animal research. The course recaps the history of ethical principles and 
the development of research codes of conduct and ethical practices, familiarizes investigators and faculty 
members with the different kinds of ethical issues that they might come across throughout their careers, 
and allows scholars to reflect critically about what it means to be an ethical and responsible researcher. In

RE and RCR, students will attend lectures, participate in discussions, analyze actual case studies and watch 
audio-visual material. Most importantly, they will know how to conduct and assess research from an ethical 
standpoint. Offered only in Summer.
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Required Public Health Courses  |  (5cr.)
These two courses are required courses for students who have a non-public health background. 

EPHD300 
Basic Principles of Epidemiology 1.5-0.5; 2 cr.
This course introduces graduate students to the basic principles and methods of epidemiology and the 
application of the epidemiological approach to public health research, policy and practice. The course 
consists of weekly lectures and practical application sessions. Students will learn about the rubrics of 
Epidemiology, dynamics of disease transmission, common sources of epidemiological data, measures of 
morbidity and mortality, observational study designs, measures of association, biases and confounding, and 
general principles of causation in epidemiology. The main concepts will be covered during the lecture. The 
application sessions (e.g., problem-solving exercises, case studies, journal critiques, mapping…) will allow 
students to apply their acquired epidemiological knowledge and understand the role of epidemiological 
evidence in current practices of public health policy and practice. 

PBHL312 
Foundations of Public Health 1.5-0.5; 2 cr.
This is a graduate course which introduces learners to the field of Public Health, its principles, values and 
functions. Students will learn how to use theory in public health to analyze contemporary local and global 
health issues and their determinants. Course material focuses on biological, psychological, environmental, 
behavioral, wider social and global determinants of health and their interrelationships. Throughout the 
course, students use a variety of learning material to apply theory, critical thinking and discuss public health 
ethics in a broad array of real-world examples. The course will prepare graduate students for further course 
work and training in PH.

PBHL310 
Research Methods in Public Health 2.0-2.0; 3 cr.
This course addresses the principles of research design and the methods used in both quantitative and 
qualitative public health research. The course encourages students to think critically about public health 
evidence and how it is derived. Topics include the following: the distinct but complementary roles of 
quantitative and qualitative research approaches; synthesizing published literature to identify a research 
gap; formulating research questions; choosing appropriate methods of quantitative data collection for 
public health; the process of qualitative data collection and qualitative analysis using software; and ethical 
issues in public health research. Practical and conceptual issues are both discussed.
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Suggested List of Required Epidemiology/Biostatistics Courses 
(4-5cr.)

This is a list of suggested required courses and it is not meant a comprehensive one.

EPHD 312 
Analysis of Continuous Data 1.5-0.5; 2 cr.
In this course, students will learn to use regression analysis to address a research question. It covers 
basic exploratory data analysis for univariate (outcome) continuous observations with single or multiple 
covariates, followed by regression methods and diagnostics with a main focus on multiple regression. The 
emphasis of the course is on the application of statistical techniques that are carried out using the statistical 
package STATA and R. Lectures include lab sessions, article reading and appraisal as well as group 
discussions. Prerequisite: EPHD 310 or consent of instructor.

EPHD 313 
Analysis of Categorical Data 2.2; 3 cr.
This course aims at introducing biostatistical approaches to analyze categorical and count data. In particular, 
students will learn about (1) probability distribution for binomial and multinomial data, (2) measures of 
association and test of association for nominal and ordinal data, (3) analysis for Two Way and Three-
Way contingency tables including interaction and confounding (4) generalized linear models (5) logistic 
regression for independent, matched case-control data, and data with small sample size and rare events 
(6) Poisson and Negative Binomial regressions for count and rates with and without over- dispersion, (7) 
Multi-category logit for nominal and ordinal data. The statistical package STATA will be used in this course. 
Prerequisite: EPHD 310 or consent of instructor.

EPHD 314 
Data Management and Manipulation 1.2; 2 cr.
The data management course is an introduction to data manipulation and management using Stata, SPSS 
and Epi-data. The course covers data structure design including data checking as well as data manipulation, 
data imputation and basic statistical programming. The course is offered at the computer lab where 
students can have hands-on experience in dealing with real data sets. In case an enrolled student has a 
project specific data, she/he has the chance to directly apply the acquired course material on the dataset. 
Weekly assignments are given to allow the students to explore advanced

EPHD 315 
Nonparametric Data Analysis 1.2; 2 cr.
Nonparametric tests are often used in place of their parametric counterparts when certain assumptions 
about the underlying population are questionable. This course introduces the students to the theory and 
applications of nonparametric statistics. Methods include estimation and testing of hypotheses for the 
one sample location problem, two sample location problem, multi-sample location problem, correlation, 
regression and tests for proportions. Prerequisite: EPHD 310 or graduate basic Biostatistics course.

EPHD 320 
Epidemiology Beyond the Basics 1.5-0.5; 2 cr. 
The course provides advanced knowledge of epidemiologic studies and covers in details methodological 
issues concerning the design and the analysis of observational studies (cross sectional, case control and 
cohort studies). It also introduces design and analysis of randomized clinical trials. The course addresses 
key validity issues related to selection of study subjects, accuracy of measures of measures, confounding 
bias, and discusses effect modification. The course is blended and relies on didactic teaching, applications 
on and class discussion of selected articles, online discussion sessions, Department of Epidemiology and 
Population Health 523 Graduate Catalogue 2022–23 and designing of two observational studies Ethical 
considerations in epidemiologic research are discussed throughout the course. Prerequisites: EPHD 300 
and EPHD 310, or consent of instructor. Equivalent to SHARP 320

EPHD 321
Design and Analysis of Clinical Trials 1.2; 2 cr.
A course that focuses on issues in the design and organization of randomized controlled clinical trials: 
ethical and legal issues, patient selection, recruitment, masking and randomization, endpoint definition, 
protocol development, and statistical analysis. Designs such as cross-over designs, factorial-designs, and 
meta-analysis are discussed. Prerequisites: EPHD 300 and EPHD 310, or consent of instructor.
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Elective Courses  |  (5-6cr)

PhD. students are required to take 5-6 credits of pre-approved elective courses. Students can choose ap-
proved electives offered by the Faculty of Health Sciences or by other Faculties at AUB.

All elective courses listed below can be offered every semester, including the summer term. Students would 
have to inform the PhD program officer during the previous semester to ensure that the course is listed on 
the system for students to register. 

At the FHS, Available pre-approved electives include the following:

Epidemiology and Population Health Department:

• EPHD 314: Advanced data management course (2 credits)
• EPHD 318: Introduction to Mathematical Modelling of Infectious Diseases (2 credits)
• EPHD 319: Advanced Quantitative Methods in Epidemiology (1 credit)
• EPHD 330: Demographic Methods for Public Health Decision-Making (2 credits)
• EPHD 331: Population Change and Health (3 credits)
• EPHD 333: Special Topics in Population Health (1- 3 credits)
• EPHD 334: Reproductive Health (3 credits)

Health Management and Policy Department:

• HMPD 312: Health Planning and Project Management (3 credits)
• HMPD 314: Project Management (2 credits)

Health Promotion and Community Health Department:

• HPCH 334: Qualitative Health Research (2 credits)
• HPCH 335: Evaluation of Health Programs (2 credits)

Environmental Health Department:

• ENHL 302: Principles of Environmental Assessment (2 credits)
• ENHL 310: Toxicology and Environmental Health Hazards (3 credits)
• ENHL 311: Human Health Risk Assessment
• ENHL 312: Occupational Health (3 credits)
• ENHL 320A: Special Topics in Environmental Risk Analysis (3 credits)

EPHD 328 
Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis 2.2; 3 cr.
The course is structured around the steps of executing a systematic review of trials of interventions: specifying 
the Population Intervention Comparison Outcomes (PICO) question, searching for potentially relevant articles; 
selecting eligible studies; abstracting data; assessing risk of bias, conducting a meta-analysis; grading the 
quality of evidence; and interpreting results. PICO is an acronym referring to the components of the question 
forming the basis for a research study, a systematic review in this case: Population, Intervention, Comparison, 
Outcomes. Weekly assignments are designed to guide students in the production of a systematic review. The 
final paper consists of a report of the systematic review suitable for publishing in a peer-reviewed journal. This 
is a relatively intensive course and students need to allocate adequate time and effort. Prerequisites: EPHD 
310 and EPHD 300 or their equivalent courses, or consent of instructor.
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Outside, Available pre-approved electives include the following:

ELECTIVES AT AUB OUTSIDE FHS:

Issam Fares Institute Master’s Degree in Public Policy and International Affairs (MPPIA)

• Evidence, Policy, and Communication (3 credits)
Department of nutrition and food sciences

• NFSC 306: Community Nutrition: Research and Intervention (3 credits)
Faculty of Arts and Science

• EDUC 305: Foundations of Science Education (3 credits)
• EDUC 306: Recent Developments in Science Education (3 credits)
• EDUC 317: Theory and Methods of Testing (3 credits)
• EDUC 326: Theory and Design of Curriculum (3 credits)
• PHIL 301: Special Topics in Ethics (3 credits)
• SOAN 302: Culture and Mental Health (3 credits)
Faculty of Medicine

• MBIM 310: Basic Immunology (3 credits)
• MBIM 327: Applied and Advanced Medical Bacteriology (3 credits)
• MBIM 328: Applied and Advanced Parasitology (3 credits)
• MBIM 329: Applied and Advanced Virology (3 credits)
Rafic Hariri School of Nursing:

• NURS 512: Advanced Psychiatric and Mental Health Assessment (2 credits)
• NURS 523: Advanced Community Assessment and Interventions (3 credits)
This is just a list of suggested electives and it is not to be meant to be comprehensive. See the following link 
for a list of approved electives. Any elective outside this list requires approval by FGSC.

Thesis Courses
EPHD 480 Qualifying Exam Part I: Comprehensive Exam 0 cr.

Can be offered every semester, including the summer term.

EPHD 481 Qualifying Exam Part II: Defense of Thesis Proposal 0 cr.

EPHD 482 PhD Thesis 3 cr.

EPHD 483 PhD Thesis 6 cr.

EPHD 483A PhD Thesis 6 cr.

EPHD 484 PhD Thesis 9 cr.

EPHD 486 PhD Thesis 0 cr.

Taken when total required credit hours have been completed, and student is still working towards his 
thesis completion.

EPHD 487 PhD Thesis Defense 0 cr.
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F. Qualifying Examinations
All AUB PhD programs require that PhD students pass a qualifying exam. The PhD qualifying exam has two 
parts. Qualifying Exam Part I is a written comprehensive exam administered by the department/program. 
The Qualifying Exam Part II is an oral thesis proposal defense exam administered by the Thesis Committee.
The comprehensive exam (PhD Qualifying Exam I) is set as pre-requisite to Thesis Proposal Defense (PhD 
Qualifying Exam II), which is a pre-requisite for the final thesis defense.

Qualifying Exam Part I: Comprehensive Exam
All PhD programs require that PhD students register and pass a 0-credit comprehensive examination 
course. Comprehensive examinations are written exams taken after completing a minimum of 16 credits of 
core PhD epidemiology course requirements. Timing of the examination is set by the department/program 
typically no later than the fourth semester of the PhD student’s enrollment in the regular PhD program. 
In general, a comprehensive examination provides assurance that all PhD candidates have acquired 
sufficient knowledge/background in their major field of study. The department/program administers the 
comprehensive exam. A student who does not pass the comprehensive exam may take it a second time 
in the following semester. Students who are unable to pass a program’s comprehensive exam twice are 
dropped from the PhD program. Students who pass the comprehensive exam after one failure will have 
their initial failure reported as “PR” for progress in the first semester the course was registered, and the 
grade of “P” for passing the comprehensive exam will show on their transcript in the second semester the 
course was registered.
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Qualifying Exam Part II: Defense of Thesis Proposal
All students must successfully complete a qualifying examination defending their PhD thesis proposal. 
According to the timeline, the proposal defense, conducted by the student Thesis Committee, typically 
takes place one semester after the first qualifying exam (comprehensive exam) and at least two semesters 
prior to the final thesis defense. The project topic proposal, and selection of project committee members 
should be approved by the FHS Graduate Studies Committee (GSC) before the thesis proposal defense. 
The thesis proposal submission to the GSC occurs via the online petition and forms portal. 
Upon successful completion of the proposal defense and approval of the thesis, the chair of the doctoral 
thesis committee will send her/his assessment (Pass or Fail) of the 0-credit course “preparation for 
thesis proposal” along with a signed copy of the thesis proposal by all members of the committee to 
the department chair. The department chair then informs the FHS GSC, who then forwards the decision 
to the Graduate Council.  The Graduate Council informs the Registrar, Dean of the Faculty, Chair of the 
Department, and Advisor of the approval decision. The student, upon approval, can arrange for the thesis 
proposal defense date and time as applicable. The PhD program coordinator chair will enter the P/F grade 
on the SIS.
During the thesis proposal defense, the student must demonstrate that the research topic is innovative, 
original, clear in its contribution to existing scientific knowledge and will employ a robust epidemiological 
and biostatistical methodology. 
Should the student fail the thesis proposal defense (Part II of Qualifying Exam), s/he will be asked to retake 
the exam after having addressed the comments of the Thesis Committee (compiled by the chair of the 
thesis committee in the examination report).

In summary, the technical procedure to follow in order to defend the Thesis Proposal is as follows: 
• Submit a petition on Online Petition and Forms System. For more information, please contact the SSO.
• The SSO will contact you to let you know about a GSC meeting date. You will be asked to be present

in the meeting, and be ready to answer any of the GFSC committee members questions about your
proposal. This is NOT your proposal defense. The GSC presentation is informal, with the aim of briefing
the GSC committee about the student’s rationale, objectives and methods.

• SSO will then email your thesis advisor the GSC’s feedback/approval.
• Following GSC approval, you must set a date for your proposal defense (Qualifying exam part II). This

occurs in coordination with your thesis advisor, to find a time that is convenient for all doctoral thesis
committee members.

• The final step is defending your proposal before your doctoral thesis committee. This is your formal
thesis proposal defense (EPHD481) which you will need to pass to be able to begin working on
your thesis.

G. Thesis
A PhD is awarded to students who complete an original thesis offering a significant new contribution to 
knowledge in their subject of study. Accordingly, the student is expected to meet with faculty members 
in the department to discuss with them possible thesis topics and arrange to have a thesis advisor in 
collaboration with his/her academic advisor and the Coordinator of the PhD Program. The student is 
expected to select a research topic in consultation with the thesis advisor and prepare a thesis proposal. 
The student should indicate if the proposed research involves human subject research and/ or animal 
related research and seek approval/confirmation or exemption of the Institutional Review Board and/or 
the Animal Care Committee. For all other details see the AUB Graduate Catalogue. Additionally, to check 
relevant thesis deadline please click on the following link: http://www.aub.edu.lb/graduatecouncil/Pages/
thesisdeadlines.aspx%20. The thesis formatting guidelines are found on this link. 
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H. PhD Thesis Committee
The Thesis Committee normally should be composed of at least five members, two of whom should be from 
outside the university. The thesis advisor and at least three of the Thesis Committee members must be of 
professorial rank. All members of the Thesis Committee must hold a doctoral degree in a relevant field. 
The chair of the Thesis Committee must be a full professor who is not the PhD thesis advisor. Members 
of the doctoral Thesis Committee are recommended by the student’s thesis advisor and approved by the 
department, the Faculty Graduate Studies Committee and the Graduate Council.
The doctoral Thesis Committee approves the thesis topic and research plan, conducts the thesis proposal 
defense (Part II of the Qualifying Exam) and conducts the thesis defense.  
The PhD student is expected to maximize the engagement of committee members in order to best serve 
his/her work, and help generate an improved version of the PhD student’s thesis work, incorporating the 
selective expert input of the committee members.
The Thesis Title and Committee Members Form can be found in Appendix II.\
More information can be found in the AUB catalogue under Requirements for the Degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy.

OTHER REQUIREMENTS
A. Teaching Requirements
One of the competencies of the PhD program is for doctoral students to develop experience in teaching. 
This is accomplished by: (a) serving as a Teaching Assistant in one or more courses (minimum of 3 credits 
in total) taught by departmental faculty, and (b) attending and successfully completing the requirements of 
two zero-credit courses at the EDUC department organized by the Center for Teaching and Learning at AUB 
(CTL).
 In order to obtain a teaching certificate, it is mandatory (by the Graduate Council) to register for two zero-
credit (P/F) courses EDUC 401 in the Fall of the second year, and EDUC 402 in the Spring of the second 
year, as per the Graduate Council. Details regarding the Teaching Certificate are provided in Appendix III. 

B. Residence Requirements
The program completion time frame for the regular track is 3 to 5years (or 10 regular semesters) based 
on AUB residency requirements (being registered at AUB). Students need to complete their course and 
teaching requirements if they wish to work on the thesis remotely. Extension requires Graduate Council 
approval upon recommendation by the FGSC. Authorized leaves of absence, approved by the PhD Program 
Committee/Department are the only means of waiving the residency and registration requirements. Policies 
concerning statute of limitations (for program completion) and leaves of absence are identified in the 
General Policies and Procedures section of the AUB Graduate Studies catalogue.
Core courses of the program should be taken at AUB, while further required or elective courses could be 
taken at a recognized institution of higher learning, preferably CEPH accredited, amounting to at most 12 
credits that are transferable upon departmental approval. Courses are eligible for transfer only if they are 
taken beyond master’s degree requirements and fulfill the criteria for type of eligible courses as outlined in 
the General University Academic Information section of the catalogue for PhD transfer of credits.
Students will be encouraged and guided to spend a full semester or a shorter duration in a School of Public 
Health in the US, Canada or Europe to take courses or engage in research.

To fulfill the minimum residence requirements for the PhD degree, a student must register for at least six 
semesters beyond the completion of the master’s degree. Extension requires Graduate Council (this council 
facilitates and coordinates graduate affairs) approval upon recommendation by the FGSC.
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C. Ministry of Educationand Higher Education 
Requirements
The policies and procedures relating to production and assessment of the doctoral thesis defense are 
aligned with the policies and procedures of AUB as well as the Lebanese MEHE.
The MEHE has the following requirements for all doctoral students:

The PhD. student should publish, as a first author, at least two papers emanating from the thesis work 
submitted to high tier peer-reviewed journals or presented at an international conference prior to final 
thesis defense. In order to ensure that a PhD student has fulfilled the minimum requirement for graduation 
with regards to journal publications and conference proceedings/abstracts, kindly check the following link:
PhD Publications Form.pdf (aub.edu.lb)
The jury of a doctoral thesis defense should be composed of at least five members; two of them should be 
from outside the institution; and headed by a full-Professor.
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EPHD FACULTY
The Table below describes Epidemiology and Population Health Department (EPHD) faculty members who 
will contribute to the teaching of the core PhD courses and to the supervision of students. This is in addition 
to affiliates at FHS, other faculties at AUB and visiting faculty from abroad.

Core Faculty Rank/title Discipline Research Interest

Monique Chaaya Professor (Tenure)
Associate Dean FHS 
Chair EPHD

Epidemiology/ Survey 
Research

Mental health of older adult 
populations, focusing on dementia, 
mental health of caregivers, Mental 
health among postpartum women, 
Tobacco use focusing on maternal 
smoking, water-pipe smoking, and 
evaluation of tobacco policies

Lilian Ghandour Associate Professor 
(Tenure)
PhD Program 
Coordinator

Mental Health 
Epidemiology/ Applied 
Biostatistics

Adolescent mental health; 
substance use and children/young 
adults

Miran Jaffa Associate Professor Biostatistics Longitudinal Medical Data

Khalil El Asmar Assistant Professor Biostatistics, data 
science

Mental health and psychiatry

Salim Adib Professor of Public 
Health Practice

Epidemiology and 
Public Health

Implementation and cost-benefit 
analysis of prevention and 
screening activities in breast, cervix 
and colorectal cancer in Lebanon, 
Effectiveness of pneumococcal and 
measles vaccinations in Lebanon, 
Ethical aspects of medical 
communication

Ghina Mumtaz Assistant Professor Infectious Disease 
Epidemiology

HIV, other sexually transmitted 
infections, hepatitis C virus, most- 
at-risk populations, vulnerable 
populations, Middle East and 
North Africa, systematic reviews 
and meta- analyses, mathematical 
modeling

Abla Sibai Professor (Tenure)
Dean FHS

Epidemiology/ Ageing Aging and NCD: Social 
epidemiology; Wellbeing and 
quality of life of older people and 
their careers; NCD risk factors, 
Obesity, Tobacco consumption; 
health consequences of war and 
conflict; Older Syrian Refugees 
inclusion in the humanitarian 
response; routine sources of data 
collection.
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Adjunct Faculty/
Affiliates

Rank/title Discipline Research Interest

Elie Akl Professor (Faculty of 
Medicine)

Epidemiology/ 
systematic reviews

Methodology of development of 
practice guidelines (in the Clinical, 
Public Health, and health services 
fields), Missing data in meta-
analysis, Priority setting in health 
research, Conflicts of interest in 
health research, Corruption in 
medical practice

Martine El Bejjani Instructor of Public 
Health Practice 

Epidemiology Predictors and consequences of
mental and brain health 
throughout the life course, Links 
between cardiovascular, brain, 
and mental health, Risk factors 
and brain parameters related 
to neurocognitive changes and 
dementia

Carla Obermeyer 
Makhlouf

Adjunct Professor Epidemiology and 
Medical Anthropology

HIV testing and counseling, HIV 
treatment and prevention, research 
ethics, gender and medication use, 
population policy, culture, health 
and reproduction, epidemiology of 
reproductive health, ethnography 
and gender

Stephen McCall Adjunct Professor Epidemiology and 
Population Health

Reproductive and maternal health, 
Impact of humanitarian crises 
on the health and wellbeing of 
vulnerable populations

Catherine 
Schenck

Adjunct Professor Social Demography Social determinants of health, 
economic sociology, science of 
uncertainty

Hani Tamim Associate Professor 
(Faculty of Medicine)

Epidemiology Pharmaco-epidemiology, cancer 
and critical care

Sawsan 
AbdulRahim

Associate Professor 
(FHS)

Social Epidemiology Social inequalities and health, 
structural determinants of health
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ADVISING
A. Academic Advisor
During the first semester of graduate study, the program coordinator assigns an academic advisor to each 
student. Academic advisors are normally full-time core professorial rank faculty members in the Department 
of Epidemiology and Population Health or affiliates to the Department.

Role
The role of the academic advisor is to:

B. Registration Advisor
The registration adviser is mainly responsible for descriptive advising (that includes guidance for example 
on selection of courses and course registration) in addition to developmental advising through which 
career counseling, interest and strengths are touched upon. The coordinator of the PhD Program acts as 
the registration advisor, as the number of students in the program is relatively low. The Registration Advisor 
has an advising sheet for each student in order to guide him/her on what courses to take during the current 
and upcoming semesters. Accordingly, the registration advisor should meet at least twice with the students 
during the course of each semester, and more if needed.

Responsibilities 
The academic advisor is responsible for:

• Provide guidance to the student about how to 
get the most out of the program

• Enhance their study skills and manage their time;
• Help the student develop an efficient program 

of study plan in order to meet AUB residency 
requirements of PhD completion within 4-5 years;

• Provide career advice as the academic advisor 
who is knowledgeable about the current 
employment context and can therefore aide 

• Guiding the student in formulating a Proposed 
Program of Study which lists the courses that 
the student intends to take, in addition to the 
proposed dates for the written and oral Doctoral 
Qualifying Examinations. This Proposed 
Program of Study should normally by submitted 
to the departmental PhD Program Committee 
for approval by the end of the first semester.

• Identifying any problems that the student may 
face as early as possible to ensure action is 

students in building future career paths;
• Help the student in selecting his/her thesis 

advisor;
• Help the student to network with researchers 

and experts in the field of epidemiology;
• Explain and clarify FHS/AUB expectations and 

FHS and AUB policies.

taken to advise or assist the student
• Supporting the variety of professional interests 

a student may have in research, community 
engagement, public health practice and 
teaching as well as in service.

• Providing the student with opportunities 
to develop and practice professional skills 
required for research, teaching and service 
through suggesting workshops, course etc.



PHD IN EPIDEMIOLOGY  Student  Handbook 2022–23 24

C. Thesis Advisor
The role of the Thesis Advisor is to:
• Coordinate with the student in order to formulate a research topic and develop a plan for investigating it.
• Ensure that the work the student wishes to pursue is ultimately independent and of matching caliber to 

that of a post graduate student at the PhD level within the thesis advisor›s academic expertise.
• Develop a reasonable chronology by setting a number of short- and long-term deadlines for the 

completion of various stages of the Thesis.
• Meet regularly with the student to evaluate the progress of his or her research, to discuss the problems 

that uncontrollably emerge, and to provide the necessary motivation and guidance.
• Assist the PhD student in choosing and finalizing the composition of the Thesis Committee.
• Review and provide feedback on the students’ thesis drafts, and approve drafts particularly prior to 

submission to the GSC and doctoral thesis committee. 

D. PhD Program Coordinator
The role of the PhD program coordinator is to:
• Help the student to select his/her academic advisor at the end of the second semester of the first year 

of study, based on matching research interest;
• Follow up on the review and approval of the program of study for each student in consultation with and 

after the approval of the academic advisor;
• Provide overall advising to entering and current students;
• Review applications to the program, and to lead the recruitment and selection students with relevant 

backgrounds in coordination with the Departmental Committee;
• Resolving any problematic issues and suggest solutions;
• Providing counsel to faculty, staff and students on policies, procedures and services;
• Organizing seminars and workshops.

E. The Student
The role and responsibilities of students are as follows:
• Choose his or her academic and thesis advisor thoughtfully and wisely by becoming familiar with the 

professor’s research and professional interests;
• Know the requirements of the program, and ask the advisor for help in successfully completing those 

requirements;
• Develop short- and long-term professional and research goals, in order to share them with his or her 

academic advisor;
• Work promptly and come to meetings prepared with specific goals, questions and tasks to be 

accomplished in that meeting;
• Identify his/ her own strengths and weaknesses, in order to build up the strengths while working on the 

weaknesses;
• Communicate regularly with his/her advisors about his/her progress, changes in focus, and professional 

needs;
• Ask the advisor(s) for information and advice about workshops that will enhance professional 

development.
• Discuss with the academic advisor the Proposed Program of Study which lists the courses that the 

student intends to take, in addition to the proposed dates for the written and oral Doctoral Qualifying 
Examinations. This Proposed Program of Study should normally by submit to the departmental PhD 
Program Committee for approval by the end of the first semester.

Finally, and most importantly the student should take the advisor’s advice seriously.
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PHD POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
General polices and procedure related to doctoral programs can be found in AUB’s Graduate Catalogue.

Plagiarism Policy
Plagiarism is the practice of passing-off someone else’s work as your own, or using someone else’s work 
without any acknowledgement. Whilst it is an accepted part of academic study to research the ideas of 
others to develop your own understanding and arguments, it is essential to acknowledge your sources in 
presenting work for assessment.
More information can be found on the following link.

Authorship Guidelines at FHS
A detailed copy of FHS’s Authorship Guidelines can be found in Appendix II.

Cheating and Plagiarism Policy:
Education is demanding and time management is essential. Do not hesitate to use the resources around 
you but do not cut corners. Cheating and plagiarism will not be tolerated. Please review the Student 
Code of Conduct in your handbook and familiarize yourself with definitions and penalties. If you are in 
doubt about what constitutes plagiarism, ask your instructor because it is your responsibility to know. The 
American University of Beirut has a strict anti-cheating and anti-plagiarism policy. Students will be penalized 
for cheating and plagiarism, as they are not tolerated. Penalties include
failing marks on the assignment in question, suspension or expulsion from University and a permanent 
mention of the disciplinary action in the student’s records. Because of the seriousness of plagiarism, all 
students in the American University of Beirut are required to complete a tutorial and pass a test on the 
subject of plagiarism. This exam can be accessed on the following link.
Self-plagiarism or the use of one’s own previous work in another context without citing that it was used 
previously is also unacceptable.
Getting assistance/help on assignments including essays is also unacceptable and unethical under 
AUB’s Student Code of Conduct.
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FACILITIES, LIBRARY AND OTHER 
RESOURCES
A. Computer Facilities
A computer laboratory located on the first floor of Van Dyck building equipped with 53 computer stations. 
The computer laboratory is mainly used by students for their academic assignments and research and can 
also be reserved for teaching.

B. Research Area
Room 226 is a research area that is located on the second floor of the Van-Dyck building. It is exclusively for 
PhD students. The room is a study space and it is equipped with computers.

C. Library Resources
Library/information resources are accessible to all AUB faculty and students through four University 
Libraries:
• Jafet Memorial Library (central library of AUB campus)
• Saab Memorial Medical Library
• Engineering and Architecture Library
• Science and Agriculture Library with its annex AREC (Farm) Library
Jafet and Saab Medical Libraries provide most academic and research support to faculty and students 
at FHS. The Library staff conduct regular seminars and presentations on how to use library facilities and 
resources, how to perform online literature searches, and how to order articles not available in the Library. 
These two Libraries open 109 hours per week throughout the year.

D. Research Centers at FHS
1. Center for Research on Population and Health (CRPH)
The Center for Research on Population and Health, established in 2002, strengthens and enriches 
population and health research, and supports a program of interdisciplinary research on issues at the 
intersection of population and health. Research working groups of the CRPH plan, organize, and implement 
research activities to build capacity in the field of population and health. Many of these groups are led by 
GPHP faculty members. CRPH also hosts the following regional research networks: Reproductive Health 
Working Group (RHWG), Changing Choices in Childbirth (CCC), Tobacco Control Research Group (TCRG), 
and Agriculture, Environment, and Health Network (AEHN). The Dean appoints the Director of CRPH who is 
a GPHP faculty member. The CRPH is linked to the Research Committee through its director’s membership 
on the Research Committee.
Press here to View the CRPH Website
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2. Center for Public Health Practice (CPHP)
The Center for Public Health Practice (CPHP), established in 2009, aims at advancing evidence-based 
public health practice in Lebanon and the region while enhancing the academic experience of students 
and faculty. It builds solid community partnerships and develops human capabilities to impact the health 
of populations. The Center nurtures the culture of collective responsibility, diversity, and social justice. 
The Director of the CPHP is appointed by the Dean and is a GPHP faculty member. Outreach and training 
projects that come to the CPHP are shared with departments. Departments deliberate on the relevance of 
the project to their goals and appoint interested faculty members to engage with
the CPHP on the project. Faculty members may also choose to engage in outreach and training projects 
outside of the CPHP. Their requests are processed and approved through department chairperson and by 
the Dean.
Press here to View the CPHP Website

3. Knowledge to Policy Center (K2P)
The Knowledge to Policy Center, established in 2014, draws on an unparalleled breadth of synthesized 
evidence and context-specific knowledge by producing briefs and conducting policy dialogues to impact 
policy agendas and action. The Dean appoints the Director
of K2P who is a GPHP faculty member. The directors of all centers submit to the Dean an annual report on 
activities of the center and these are discussed annually in the Administrative Committee, jointly with the 
annual departmental reports.
Press here to View the K2P Website

E. Other Resources
1. Counseling Center
The Counseling Center offers its services to all registered students currently enrolled in AUB. We strive to 
create a safe, affirming, and unbiased environment to provide the diverse student body with the needed 
support.
Students may seek counseling for any difficulty they may be facing, no problem is too minor or too major for 
counseling. We provide short-term counseling and crisis
intervention to help them gain increased awareness, independence, and effective daily habits. The most 
common problems that students seek help for are:
• Depression and constant sadness
• Anxiety and Panic Attacks
• Physical or Sexual Abuse
• Substance Abuse
• Academic difficulties, mainly lack of focus and concentration
• Accumulated personal issues that range from intimate relationships, family problems, to identity related 

difficulties
Press here to view the Counseling Center’s website
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2. Writing Center
The Writing Center supports students’ writing success. During one-on-one or group meetings with trained 
tutors, writers of all levels discuss their writing at any stage and for all kinds of writing, including writing for 
any class, writing for job or graduate school applications, Masters theses, and much more.
Tutors do not edit, grade, or correct writing; instead, they work with writers and focus on helping the writer 
develop skills that they can implement on the current writing project as well as future ones.
The best way for tutors to help writers is if the writer comes with the assignment prompt or project task, 
ideas to brainstorm, or a partial or complete draft. The session will consist of conversation with the tutor 
to help the writer plan out their next steps for working on the project and gain tools for making valuable 
improvements. All tutoring sessions remain confidential. The Writing Center adheres to FERPA policies, so 
the tutors will not divulge to professors or anyone else who visited the Writing Center and for what purpose.
In addition to tutoring, the Writing Center organizes workshops, independently and in collaboration with 
other units of the university, on various writing-related topics. We also hold Write-ins, which give AUB writers 
a quiet space on campus to write, and Summer Writing Groups, which give graduate student and faculty 
writers a community that helps motivate their research writing.
Press here to view the Writing Center’s Website. 

Additionally, if you have questions or concerns, you can email them on writingcenter@ aub.edu.lb.
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IMPORTANT CONTACTS

Contact Phone Email

Dr. Monique Chaaya 
Professor and Chairperson of EPHD 

+961-1-374374/ 350000 
Ext: 4649

mchaaya@aub.edu.lb

Dr. Lilian Ghandour 
Associate Professor (Tenure) 
PhD Program Coordinator

+961-1-374374/ 350000 
Ext: 4643

lg01@aub.edu.lb

Leen El Zoor 
PhD Program Officer

+961-1-374374/ 350000 
Ext: 4634

le65@aub.edu.lb

Student Services Office at FHS +961-1-374374/ 350000 
Ext: 4608/9

so_fhs@aub.edu.lb

Ms. Asma Shihab 
Administrative Officer at the Department 
of Epidemiology and

+961-1-374374/ 35000 
Ext: 4640/1

as35@aub.edu.lb

Dr. Stephen McCall  
Acting Director of the Center for Research 
on Population and Health

+961-1-374374/ 350000 
Ext: 4563

sm227@aub.edu.lb

Dr. Fadi El-Jardali 
Director of the Knowledge to Policy (K2P) 
Center; Co-Director of the Center for 
Systematic Reviews in Health Policy and 
Systems Research (SPARK)

+961-1-374374/ 350000 
Ext: 4692

fe08@aub.edu.lb

Ms. Aline Germani 
Director of the Center for Public Health 
Practice

+961-1-374374/ 350000 
Ext: 4692

ag24@aub.edu.lb

Registrar’s Office +961-1-374374/ 350000 
Ext: 2570/1

registrar@aub.edu.lb

Admissions Office +961-1-374374/ 350000 
Ext: 2596

grad-admissions@aub.edu.lb

Ms. Amal Bou Zeineddine 
CTL & Education Department

+961-1-374374/ 350000 
Ext:3065 (Education) & 
3046 (CTL)

bouzein@aub.edu.lb
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APPENDIX
Appendix I: Thesis Title and Committee Members Form

Name of Student:
ID#:
Expected Date of Graduation: 

TITLE OF THESIS:

THESIS ADVISOR:

THESIS COMMITTEE MEMBERS: 
Internal Thesis Committee Members (with title, rank and affiliation)
1.   
2.   
3.   
4.   
5.   

External Thesis Committee Members (with title, rank and affiliation)
1.   
2.   

Date Submitted:                                                                                         

ACTION BY THE GRADUATE COMMITTEE:
 Approve  Disapprove

Comments:

Date:   

Signature of Coordinator

Dr. Jocelyn DeJong    
Chairperson of the Graduate Studies Committee
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Appendix II: Authorship Guidelines at FHS
Policies vary across disciplines, countries and across institutions about criteria governing authorship 
of academic publications. All agree, however, that authors listed on a given material are taking full 
responsibility of that “intellectual product”. For every produced material, there is a process for deciding on 
authorship credit and authorship order.1 This decision should follow a certain set of criteria based on ethical 
principles and the extent of professional contribution by members of the project/research team. Decisions 
on authorship should be based on the scholarly importance of the contribution regardless of the time and 
effort made.2

Below is a proposed set of criteria developed by the Research Committee (RC) at the Faculty of Health 
Sciences (FHS) to guide faculty, students, research assistants and other collaborators in making decisions 
regarding authorship credit and order and to serve as a reference document if disagreements on authorship 
credit arise. 

Definitions of Authorship
The FHS RC has decided to adopt the following criteria for assigning authorship credit:
“Each author should have participated sufficiently in the work to take public responsibility for the content. 
Authorship credit should be based only on substantial contributions to:
a. Conception and design, or analysis and interpretation of data; and
b. Drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content; and
c. Final approval of the version to be published.” 3

Authors should meet conditions a, b and c, and anyone who does not meet all three of these criteria 
should be credited for their contribution in the acknowledgements. While the criteria are copied from those 
specified in the Reproductive Health Matters Journal, almost all other journals and web sites concur with 
these guidelines. For example, the International Committee of Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE) in their 
latest version of recommendations (in 2001) provides similar guidelines. Additionally, the ICMJE states that 
“Acquisition of funding, the collection of data, or general supervision of the research group, by themselves, 
do not justify authorship”. 4

Authorship Criteria
All co-authors should meet the criteria set out above in the definition of authorship. The following 
statements are made to encourage a culture of ethical authorship within FHS with guidelines made aware 
to all.
1. Students: Undergraduate, graduate and doctoral students should be credited authorship for publications 
arising from their theses/projects work, even if the paper is developed/finalized post-graduation.
2. Advisors: Advisors, co-advisors and members of committees for undergraduate, graduate and doctoral 
students’ theses/projects should be credited authorship for publications arising from their students’ work, 
even if the paper is developed/finalized post-graduation.
3. A general principle concerning faculty-student research (1 and 2 above) is that it is the responsibility of 
the person who initiates the publication process – whenever that occurs – to inform all individuals involved 
in-depth in the research project (student or advisors) about the intent to publish and to determine their 
interest in co-authorship.
4. Graduate and Research Assistants/Associates: GAs and RAs may be granted authorship credit depending 
on the quality of and their extent of contribution. The Principal author(s) 5 will be the person to judge 
whether their contribution warrants authorship credit.
5. Other collaborators (field worker, interviewers, etc.): Upon the discretion of the principal investigator(s) 
and/or principal author(s), other collaborators or people facilitating the research should be mentioned in the 
acknowledgements section of the publication, depending on the quality of and their level of contribution.

1 http:ƒƒwww.hms.harvard.eduƒintegrityƒauthorship.html 
2 Fine and Kurdek (1993). Reflections on determining authorship credit and authorship order on faculty− student collaboration. American 
Psychologist, 48 (11): 1141−1147. 
3 http:ƒƒwww.rhmjournal.org.uk 
4 http:ƒƒwww.icmje.org 
5 Principal author is defined as first or corresponding author
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Authorship Order
The order of potential co-authors should be a joint decision of all co-authors. It is highly recommended that 
such discussions take place at the beginning of the project/research and that written minutes are kept.
In the case of publications that come out of student theses/projects, both the student and the advisor 
should be credited as principal authors.

Suggestions for Good Authorship Practice
These are some tips to prevent disputes arising from authorship issues as set in the COPE (Committee on 
Publication Ethics) report, 2003 6:
a. Discuss authorship in the planning stage of research: raise the subject at the start, make a list of all 
possible publications and gather views of all team members.
b. Decide on authorship credit and order before you start writing an article: decide with your team on who 
will do what and credit that with authorship order for each article.
c. Continue discussion as the project evolves and new members get involved. Keep written records of all 
discussions and decisions.

Presented to the faculty by the FHS Research Committee on May 30, 2009. Currently under revision

6 Alber T and Wager E. (2003) How to handle authorship disputes: a guide for new researchers. The COPE Report.
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Appendix III: Teaching Certificate Information Guide
 In order to obtain a teaching certificate, it is mandatory (by the Graduate Council) to register for two zero-
credit (P/F) courses EDUC401 in the Fall of the second year, and EDUC402 in the Spring of the second year. 

1. How can I obtain a teaching certificate? In order to obtain a teaching certificate, it is 
mandatory (by the Graduate Council) to register for 
two zero-credit(P/F) courses (EDUC401 in the Fall, 
and EDUC402 in the Spring) 

2. When do I need to register for the two required 
education courses?

Typically, you need to register for the two courses 
during the Fall and Spring semesters of the second 
year. All PhD students at AUB will likely get an 
automated message reminding them to register. 
The graduate council has record of all the students’ 
names. Names will be sent to the Registrar’s office 
to get them registered for this zero-credit, P/F, 
graduation requirement course. 

3. I am trying to register and am facing technical 
problems. Who should I contact for help?

In case of any difficulties registering, please inform 
the PhD Program Officer.

4. Do I need to take these courses even if I have 
completed teaching credit requirements at FHS?

Yes, these two courses are required for a teaching 
certificate issuance, which will be issued and signed 
jointly by the Chair of the Department of Education 
and Center for Teaching and Learning (CTL) at AUB.

5. Who will issue the teaching certificate? The certificate will be issued by the Education 
Department and signed by the Center for Teaching 
and Learning (CTL) at AUB

6. What do EDUC 401 & EDUC 402 entail? EDUC 401 & EDUC 402 are composed of 10 
sessions each. The sessions are distributed in a 
way to include both theory and practice. EDUC401 
teaches students about developing syllabi, course 
material, and introduces them to various teaching 
and learning modes (flipped classroom, team-
based learning, etc.). EDUC402 is more experiential 
learning. PhD students choose a mentor to observe 
teaching on-site and also assist the mentor in 
delivering sessions within his/her class. The mentor 
fills an evaluation form. 

7. What if the two required education courses 
conflict with PhD courses?

The timing of these two courses is fixed: Tuesdays 
from5:15 to 7:15. PhD-level courses at FHS will not 
be scheduled during these times. 

8. What is the maximum number of students 
registered in these two courses? Will I face capacity 
restriction issues?

The class allows for 30 students at a time, and 
exceptions can be made to include a few more. 
Kindly also inform the PhD program officer to 
provide additional support/assistance.
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9. What if I cannot attend these sessions physically? The sessions are delivered online.

10. Who is the contact person at CTL in case I have 
any questions regarding the certificate? 

Please contact Ms. Amal Bou Zeineddine by email 
(bouzein@aub.edu.lb) for any inquiries related to 
the teaching certificate or the two required courses. 
Kindly copy the PhD program officer in all your 
communication to CTL.

Appendix VI: Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
General Information
1. Where can I find general information related to the PhD in Epidemiology program? Please note that the 
link below provides information: https://www.aub.edu.lb/fhs/Pages/phd_epidemiology.aspx 
2. Once I’m accepted in the PhD in Epidemiology program, what are the next steps to be followed? The 
student would have to pay a confirmation fee, as instructed by the Office of Graduate Admissions. Upon 
acceptance, the Office of Graduate Admissions issues a letter indicating the amount that should be paid 
within a specified deadline.
3. How can I obtain information about relevant dates? (Beginning & End of Semester, Drop & Add Period, 
Exam Period, Official Holidays, etc.). You may refer to the Academic Calendar found on the AUB website for 
the year in question.
4. What are the important resources that a PhD student needs to keep in check?
• PhD in Epidemiology Handbook
• Graduate Catalogue
• Online Petitions and Forms Student Manual
PhD Students’ Publications Prospect
5. During my tenure as a PhD student, how is my publications prospect defined? Throughout this time, you 
can only publish a review paper, or scoping review but not any data-related publications prior to thesis 
proposal defense.
Unexpected Delays and Impact on Registration
6. In case of extraordinary circumstances and there was a delay in the Defense of the Thesis Proposal, what 
are the steps required to proceed?  The PhD student would need to re-register for the Defense of Thesis 
Proposal to do so in time. This will be done in coordination with the Student Services Office, depending on 
the presented case.
7. In case a student misses the registration period for a certain semester due to outstanding reasons, how 
can he/she accommodate the registration of the required courses?
The student would need to inform the PhD Coordinator and the PhD Officer in order to coordinate 
accordingly with the Student Services Office. Moreover, the student would need to contact the focal person 
at the registrar, stating his/her ID number along with the detailed request.



PHD IN EPIDEMIOLOGY  Student  Handbook 2022–23 36

Thesis Related Inquiries
8. Is it by default that all committee members should be included as co-authors? If not, what kind of 
contribution should they give to be included?  The role of committee members on any thesis project cannot 
be determined by default.  Authorship requirements are clear; kindly refer to the link below [https://www.
icmje.org/recommendations/browse/roles-and-responsibilities/defining-the-role-of-authors-and-contributors.
html]; check #2 on who is an author. Your committee member should be invited to co-author papers if s/
he has contributed to the conception or the design of the work, AND provided input to the papers, AND 
approved the final output. So, typically the PhD student and his/her thesis advisor make that assessment 
and invite (or not) the committee member to be a co-author. Kindly refer to Appendix I The Authorship 
guidelines at FHS for further information. 
9. What kind of input should the PhD student expect from his/her committee, and when are the 
recommended times to share drafts? (how much earlier than the defense for example?). When choosing 
your committee, there are obvious reasons why you made your selection and you want to make sure that 
you are engaging your committee member in ways that would benefit your work, and also in a way that 
does not lead to any last-minute surprises on any front. So, for this reason, engage your members early on, 
as soon as you have a draft that is approved by your thesis advisor, share it with the members, in personal 
emails, perhaps asking of him/her for specific input on parts that are in her/his expertise. Hence, this could 
be initiated as early as the proposal defense, and not of course as late as the final thesis defense. It is 
advised to be specific about your needs/requests from each. In doing so, avoid sending generic emails. 
10. Could I work on my thesis remotely or is my physical presence at AUB mandatory? Students need to 
complete their course and teaching requirements if they wish to work on the thesis remotely. 
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