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Program Overview
The 4th Biennial Middle East Conference in Neuro-Oncology is dedicated to promoting 
advances in Neuro-Oncology through continuous education and training. The objective 
of the conference is to collaborate between all relevant disciplines in the region (Medical 
Oncology, Neuro-Oncology, Neurosurgery, Radiation Oncology, Pathology and Radiology). 
During this conference, experts from different subspecialties worldwide will meet and discuss 
in-depth new treatment approaches in Neuro-Oncology. The aim is to apply practical 
considerations in molecular testing in Gliomas, discuss imaging in Gliomas, treat pediatric 
patients with Glioma, determine the role of surgery, pathology, radiation and medical 
therapy in addition to the role of supportive care, and indicate the role of Immunotherapy in 
brain tumors and introduce targeted therapy trials. 

Learning Objectives 
By the end of the symposium, participants will be able to: 

• Apply practical considerations in molecular testing in gliomas 
• Understand the key updates in the WHO classification of Adult Gliomas 
• Implement AI in neuroradiology 
• Discuss management of brain metastasis
•  Discuss updates in pediatrics neuro-oncology 

Target Audience
This activity targets Hematology Oncologists, Neurologists, Neurosurgeons, Pathologists, 
Pediatrics, Radiologists, Nurses, Pharmacists, and other professionals interested in this topic. 

Accreditation
This activity complies with the Lebanese Order of Physicians (LOP) Continuing Education 
guidelines.

Venue
This event will be held at Halim and Aida Daniel Academic and Clinical Center Multipurpose 
Rooms, American University of Beirut Medical Center, Beirut, Lebanon
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DAY ONE:
12:00 – 13:20   Session I: Molecular and Pathological Diagnosis 
   Moderator: Dr. Rami Mahfouz

12:00 – 12:20  WHO Classification of Adult Gliomas 
   Dr. Abeer Tabarra 

12:20 – 12:40  Clinical Implications 
   Dr. Wolfgang Wick 

12:40 – 13:00  DNA methylation based classification of CNS tumors
   Dr. David Capper 

13:00 – 13:20  Clinical Implications 
   Dr. Nicholas Castro

13:20 – 14:00   Session II: Advances in Imaging 
   Moderator: Dr. Sami Faddoul 

13:20 – 13:40  Advanced imaging for brain tumors
   Dr. Roula Hourany

13:40 – 14:00  Artificial intelligence in neuroradiology
   Dr. Christel Tamer

14:00 – 14:20  Break

14:20 – 14:40  Keynote Lecture 1: 
   Moderator: Dr. Hazem Assi
   Dealing with late-stage Neuro-Oncology Patients: 
   How should a Neurosurgeon Act? 
   Dr. Raymond Sawaya

14:40 – 15:00   Keynote Lecture 2:
   Novel treatment strategies for IDH-mutant gliomas 
   (INDIGO and beyond)  
   Dr. Patrick Wen

15:00 – 15:30  Opening Ceremony 
   Dr. Hazem Assi – Activity Director
   Mr. Chas Haynes – Executive Director of SNO
   Dr. Ali Taher - Director of NKBCI
   Dr. Raymond Sawaya – Dean of Faculty of Medicine
   H.E. Dr. Firas Abiad – Minister of Public Health

15:30 – 15:40  Break



15:40 – 17:00  Session III: Glioma 
   Moderators: Dr. Lara Hilal & Dr. Toni Rizk

15:40 – 16:00  Surgical approaches to gliomas (Management of recurrent gliomas)
   Dr. Marwan Najjar

16:00 – 16:20  Proton versus photon radiotherapy 
   Dr. Helen Shih 

16:20 – 16:40  Management of IDH-Wild type gliomas 
   Dr. Michael Platten
 
16:40 – 17:00  Surgical resection of gliomas in eloquent areas aided with high 
   technological modalities
   Dr. Hussein Darwiche

17:00 – 18:00  Session IV: CNS Metastasis
   Moderator: Dr. Bassem Youssef
 
17:00 – 17:20  Management of brain metastasis in the molecular era 
   Dr. Hazem Assi 

17:20 – 17:40  Redefining the role of radiotherapy for brain met (SRS vs WBRT) 
   Dr. Zeina Ayoub

17:40 – 18:00  Leptomeningeal metastases 
   Dr. Adrienne Boire



DAY TWO

09:00 – 10:00 Session V: Updates on other CNS tumors
   Moderator: TBA

09:00 – 09:20 Primary CNS Lymphoma 
   Dr. Tracy Batchelor

09:20 – 09:40 Meningiomas and craniopharyngioma 
   Dr. Priscilla Brastianos

09:40 – 10:00 Neurogenetic syndromes – NF and VHL 
   Dr. Nada Assaf

10:00 – 11:00  Session VI: Future Directions 
   Moderators: Dr. Ibrahim Saikaly & Dr. Samir Atweh

10:00 – 10:20  Targeted therapy for brain tumors 
   Dr. Tracy Batchelor

10:20 – 10:40  Vaccine strategies to challenge brain tumors 
   Dr. Michael Platten 

10:40 – 11:00  Management of long-term brain tumor survivors 
   Dr. Wolfgang Wick 

11:00 – 11:20  BREAK

11:20 – 13:00  Session VII: Pediatric Neuro-Oncology 
   Moderators: Dr. Elie Bechara, Dr. Peter Noun & Dr. Saada Alameh

11:20 – 11:40            Novelties in radiotherapy for pediatric brain tumors
   Dr. Toufic Eid 

11:40 – 12:00            Surgical management for spinal cord tumors in children 
   Dr. Ahmed El Damaty

12:00 – 12:20            Management of Pediatric Low Grade Glioma in the molecular era 
   Dr. Eric Bouffet 

12:20 – 12:40               Updates in the treatment of infantile brain tumors 
   Dr. Aditi Bagchi 

12:40 – 13:00               Novelties in diagnosis and management of High grade gliomas 
   Dr. Mariella Filbin 

*Parallel Session: 
Nursing Perspectives in Neuro-Oncology (09:00 – 11:00)
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