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The American University of Beirut (AUB) is a private, independent, 
co-educational, and non-sectarian institution of higher learning in 
Beirut, Lebanon. A teaching-centered research university, AUB bases its 
educational philosophy, standards, and practices on the American liberal 
arts model of higher education. The university encourages freedom 
of thought and expression and seeks to graduate men and women 
committed to creative and critical thinking, lifelong learning, personal 
integrity, civic responsibility, and leadership.

The economic situation in Lebanon has deteriorated dramatically in 
recent months. Many people, including the parents of current AUB 
students and patients seeking care at our Medical Center, have lost 
their jobs, are being paid only a portion of their salary, and/or are not 
being paid at all. Prices for all goods and services—even the most 
basic—continue to rise. Banks have imposed restrictions on the amount 
of money that depositors can withdraw or transfer abroad from their 
accounts. They have also cancelled some loan agreements, including 
loans that had been extended to current AUB students. The suspension 
of these student loans has had a devastating impact on around 400 of our 
most financially needy students—young women and men who count on 
a package of financial assistance from AUB, donor-funded scholarships, 
and bank loans—to attend our university. Their need is especially acute. 

Our university has made a commitment to current AUB students that we 
will make every effort to secure the funds that are needed so they can 
continue their educations at AUB until they graduate. On November 27, 
2019, AUB launched a worldwide Solidarity Appeal to solicit support for the 
Student Solidarity Fund (for students currently enrolled at AUB) and Patient 
Solidarity Fund (for needy patients seeking care at our Medical Center). 

We urgently need the support of individuals who share our belief in 
the importance of an AUB education. We believe that it is critical to the 
future of Lebanon and the region that the young people enrolled at AUB 
today are able to continue their educations, and earn the academic 
qualifications they need to succeed, at our university. It is at AUB 
that they receive a transformative education that is grounded in the 
transcendent values of freedom of thought and expression, tolerance, 
and respect for diversity and dialogue: the values that our institution 
champions and that are enshrined in our mission statement. We are 
organizing the AUB Solidarity Fundraising Dinner on March 19, 2020 to 
secure urgently needed support for these two solidarity funds.

We believe that a better Lebanon will emerge from these challenging 
times. The current situation, however, is causing great difficulties for 
many members of our community. AUB urgently needs the support of its 
worldwide family of alumni and friends for current students and needy 
patients seeking care at the Medical Center.

AUB Solidarity Fundraising Dinner

Benefiting

Student Scholarships and Needy Patients

Thursday, March 19, 2020   |   6:00 – 10:00 pm

Mandarin Oriental, New York
80 Columbus Circle, New York, NY 10023



More than 200 guests will attend the event on March 19th including 
Board of Trustees Chairman Philip S. Khoury, AUB trustees, President 
Fadlo R. Khuri, and senior leadership from campus. The fundraising 
dinner will take place in a stunning location with breathtaking views of 
the city. There will be a cocktail reception, a formal sit-down dinner, a 
keynote address by President Khuri, live entertainment and music, and 
a chance to “meet” (via video and on pictorial displays throughout the 
venue) some of the AUB students who are being affected by the current 
economic and financial situation in Lebanon. There are many high-profile 
opportunities to support this critically important initiative. They are 
detailed below:

Solidarity Champion: $200,000 
For a donation or a pledge of $200,000 over a maximum of 5 years:

• Donation will benefit the Student Solidarity Fund and/or Patient 
Solidarity Fund, establish a permanently named endowed or current 
scholarship, or can be added to an existing scholarship fund

• Seating for 10 in a premier location at the March 19 fundraising dinner

• Prominent recognition during the event (full page in the event 
program, at the table, and on the video screen)

• Verbal recognition from the podium

• Acknowledgement on the event webpage  

• Exclusive invitations to upcoming events on campus and in North 
America, including:

 – VIP seating at AUB Commencement in June 2020
 – International Advisory Council event in New York City in fall 2020

Solidarity Leader: $100,000
For a donation or pledge of $100,000 over a maximum of 5 years:

• Donation will benefit the Student Solidarity Fund and/or Patient 
Solidarity Fund, establish a permanently named endowed or current 
scholarship, or can be added to an existing scholarship fund 

• Seating for 10 in a prime location at the March 19 fundraising dinner

• Prominent recognition during the event (full page in the event program 
and on the video screen)

• Verbal recognition from the podium

• Acknowledgement on the event webpage  

Solidarity Circle: $60,000 
For a donation or pledge of $60,000 over a maximum of 3 years:

• Donation will benefit the Student Solidarity Fund and/or Patient 
Solidarity Fund, establish a named current scholarship, or can be 
added to an existing scholarship fund 

• 6 tickets for the March 19 fundraising dinner 

• Recognition during the event (half page in the event program and on 
the video screen)

• Acknowledgement on the event webpage 

Solidarity Friend: $30,000 
For a donation or pledge of $30,000 over a maximum of 3 years:

• Donation will benefit the Student Solidarity Fund and/or Patient 
Solidarity Fund, establish a named current scholarship, or can be 
added to an existing scholarship fund 

• 4 tickets for the March 19 fundraising dinner 

• Recognition during the event (half page in the event program and on 
the video screen)

• Acknowledgement on the event webpage 

Solidarity Patron: $10,000 
For a gift of $10,000 received by March 10, 2020:

• 2 tickets for the March 19 fundraising dinner  

• Recognition during the event (name listed in the event program and on 
the video screen)

• Acknowledgement on the event webpage 

• All proceeds will go towards the Student Solidarity Fund/Patient 
Solidarity Fund or can be added to an existing scholarship fund



Solidarity Supporter: $5,000 
For a gift of $5,000 received by March 10, 2020:

• 2 tickets for the March 19 fundraising dinner  

• Recognition on the event webpage and name listed in the event program 

• All proceeds will go towards the Student Solidarity Fund/Patient 
Solidarity Fund or can be added to an existing scholarship fund

Individual Ticket: $1,000 
For a gift of $1,000: 

• 1 ticket for the March 19 fundraising dinner

• All proceeds will go towards the Student Solidarity Fund/Patient 
Solidarity Fund  

Recent Alumni*: $400
For a gift of $400:

• 1 ticket for the March 19 fundraising dinner

• All proceeds will go towards the Student Solidarity Fund/Patient 
Solidarity Fund

* For alumni who earned an undergraduate degree 2010 –19. Limited number available.

For additional information or to make a pledge, please contact 
Angela Khoury at solidaritydinner@aub.edu or at 1-212-583-7600.

www.aub.edu.lb/solidaritydinner

mailto:solidaritydinner%40aub.edu?subject=
http://www.aub.edu.lb/solidaritydinner


American University of Beirut
Office of Advancement

PO Box 11-0236, Riad El Solh 
Beirut 1107 2020, Lebanon

+961-1-340176
advancement@aub.edu.lb

www.aub.edu.lb/advancement

American University of Beirut
The Debs Center - New York Office

3 Dag Hammarskjold Plaza, 8th Floor
New York, NY 10017

(212) 583 7600
debscenter@aub.edu 
www.aub.edu.lb/nyo

That they may have life
and have it more abundantly


