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Historical Background
The Faculty of Health Sciences (FHS) was established in 1954 as an independent School 
of Public Health, the first of its kind in the region. The name of the school was changed 
to the Faculty of Health Sciences in 1978 to accommodate programs in allied health.

Currently, FHS hosts four departments which are Epidemiology and Population Health 
(EPH), Environmental Health (EH), Health Promotion and Community Health (HPCH), 
Health Management and Policy (HMP), and a Division of Health Professions. It also 
hosts programs in collaboration with the Faculty of Medicine, which include programs 
in Medical Laboratory Sciences, Medical Audiology Sciences and Medical Imaging 
Sciences. FHS offers a BS degree in Environmental Health, Medical Laboratory Sciences, 
Medical Imaging Sciences and Medical Audiology Sciences, as well as a Graduate Public 
Health Program including an MS degree in Public Health (MPH) (concentrations in 
Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Health Promotion and Community Health, and Health 
Management and Policy), an MS in Epidemiology and an MS in Population Health. FHS 
a�l�s�o o���f�f�e�r�s a���n M���S i���n� Environme�n�t�a�l S���c�i�e�n�c�e�s�, m���a�j�o�r�: E���n�v�i�r�o�n�m�e�n�t�a�l H���e�a�l�t�h (���a�s p���a�r� t o���f a���n 
Interfaculty Graduate Environmental Sciences Program), an Executive Master in Health 
Care Leadership and a PhD in Epidemiology. In addition, FHS provides courses in public 
health to students in the Faculty of Medicine. 

Accreditation
The Graduate Public Health Program (GPHP) of the Faculty of Health Sciences became 
accredited by the Council on Education for Public Health (CEPH) in 2006 and was 
reaccredited in 2012 for seven years. CEPH is an independent agency in the United 
States, which is recognized for accrediting schools and programs of public health in the 
US and internationally. The GPHP at FHS was the first graduate public health program to 
be accredited by CEPH outside the Americas. Accreditation indicates that the GPHP of 
the FHS meets standards for Public Health Education of leading schools and programs 
of public health in the world. The GPHP unit of accreditation includes: Masters of Public 
Health in all its three concentrations, Master of Epidemiology, Master of Environmental 
Sciences- major Environmental Sciences and PhD in Epidemiology.

Mission
To improve the health of populations and advance the public health discipline and 
field of health professions in the region and beyond, through excellence in education, 
research, and community engagement.

Vision
The leading academic voice and driver for equity, justice, and better health in the Arab 
region and beyond.

lh11
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Graduate Programs
Graduate Public Health Program (GPHP) 
Mission Statement 
To build the next generation of public health leaders to advance knowledge, and impact 
practice and policy. 

GPHP Value Statement
Our teaching, research, and service are guided by core values. These values derive from 
our context as a leading graduate program of public health in a middle-income regional 
setting that has suffered from intermittent political conflict and unrest and from our 
adherence to basic principles of professional conduct, human rights, and service to 
underprivileged communities.

•	 Equality & Social Justice: We believe in equality among people; our work is 
oriented to enhance health equity and social justice by focusing on underserved 
communities.

•	 Civic Responsibility: We believe that each of us has a role to play in advancing 
knowledge and improving health, and we work to instill a sense of civic responsibility 
among students and partners organizations with whom we collaborate.

•	 Integrity & Professional Ethics: We bring a commitment to integrity and professional 
ethics in all our efforts.

•	 Diversity: We believe that diversity in our faculty, students, and in our practice sites 
enhances our ability to understand the perspectives and the circumstances that 
influence health.

•	 Excellence: We are committed to excel in all that we do, and believe that our faculty 
and alumni provide leadership and vision to improve the health of people and 
communities.

•	 Peace: We research and mitigate the public health effects of conflicts on population 
and systems as a contribution to achieving peace and justice.
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Admission
Master of Public Health (MPH)
Admission Requirements
A candidate is eligible to be considered for admission to the MPH program if s/he holds a 
bachelor’s degree from AUB or an equivalent degree from another recognized institution 
with a cumulative average of at least 75 and an average of at least 80 or its equivalent 
in the major field of study, or holds a graduate degree from AUB or another recognized 
institution with a cumulative average of 80 or its equivalent. 

A candidate with a major and cumulative average of at least 75, but less than 80, may be 
considered for admission on probation if s/he holds a bachelor’s degree from AUB or an 
equivalent degree from another recognized institution. When only a cumulative average 
is available, the applicant will qualify for this category if her/his average is between 75 
and 80. 

On an exceptional basis, only and upon the recommendation of the department, an 
applicant with a cumulative average below 75 can be considered for admission as a 
non-degree graduate student. The concerned department has to provide the GSC with a 
clear justification for its recommendation. 

A student registered as a non-degree graduate student can register for a minimum of 
7 and a maximum of 12 core and concentration credits in the relevant department, 
and must obtain a cumulative average of at least 85 in the registered courses to be 
considered for admission into the MPH program. The average of all the completed 
courses should be evaluated for admission into the MPH program. 

Spring/Mid-year admissions are accepted on a case-by-case basis if places are 
available. Students admitted at mid-year may only register as part-timers.

Students who have had significant prior experience in a health-related field may be 
exempt from a 2-credit hour practicum. Applications for exemption are assessed on a 
case-by-case basis (see policy on exemption). In the case in which exemption is granted, 
the course but not the credits are exempted. 

Students who join the program as full-timers can complete requirements within a 
minimum of a year and a half. A candidate who wishes to enroll as a part-time student 
may do so provided s/he completes the program requirements within a period of four 
years.

On an exceptional basis, students with a valid justification may petition the Graduate 
Studies Committee for approval to complete the program within an intensive format of 
12 months.
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Selection Criteria
Applicants to the MPH program must specify the area of concentration of their choice by 
priority on the application form. Admission into the concentration areas within the MPH 
program is based on the following criteria:

•	 Choice of Faculty: Priority for consideration for admission goes to applicants who 
indicate FHS as their first choice.

•	 Choice of Concentration: Priority for consideration for admission in a concentration 
area goes to applicants indicating that concentration as their first choice.

•	 Grade Point Average: Normally, priority for consideration for admission goes to 
applicants with a higher grade point average.

Other factors taken into consideration include background diversity (prior degree and 
previous academic institution), geographic diversity, years and type of work experience, 
personal statement, recommendation letters and interview when applicable. 

Master of Science in Epidemiology
For full details on admission requirements to the Master of Science in Epidemiology, 
see the Admissions section of this catalogue. Mid-year admissions are only accepted 
for part-time students.

Master of Science in Population Health1

For full details on admission requirements to the Master of Science in Population Health, 
see the Admissions section of this catalogue. Mid-year admissions are only accepted for 
part-time students.

Master of Science in Environmental Sciences  
(Major: Environmental Health)
For full details on the admission requirements for this interfaculty program, see the 
Admissions section of this catalogue and the admission policies for the Interfaculty 
Graduate Environmental Sciences Program IGESP (page 628).

1) Enrollment in this program is currently frozen.
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Graduation Requirements
All recommendations for graduation are made by vote of the faculty on the 
recommendation of the Graduate Studies Committee.

Master of Public Health (MPH)
To be eligible for graduation in the MPH program, a student must accomplish the 
following:

•	 pass all required courses with a minimum grade of 70,
•	 earn a cumulative average of at least 80, 
•	 and successfully complete a minimum of 42 credit hours. 

Credit requirements for the MPH program are tabulated below: 

Course Type Credits 
Required core 22
Required concentration 10 - 11 
Required public health experience 6 
Electives 3 - 4 
Total number of credits required for graduation 42 

Master of Science in Epidemiology (MS-EPID)
For information regarding graduation requirements, refer to the General University 
Requirements in this catalogue.

Credit requirements for the MS in Epidemiology are tabulated below:

Course Type Credits 
Required 19 
Electives 5 
Thesis 6 
Total number of credits required for graduation 30 

Master of Science in Population Health (MS-PopH)1

For information regarding graduation requirements, refer to the General University 
Requirements in this catalogue.

Credit requirements for the MS in Population Health are tabulated below:

Course Type Credits 
Required 21 
Electives 3 
Thesis 6 
Total number of credits required for graduation 30 

1) Enrollment in this program is currently frozen. 
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Master of Science in Environmental Sciences  
(Major: Environmental Health)
For information regarding graduation requirements, refer to the General University 
Requirements in this catalogue.

Credit requirements are tabulated below:

Course Type Credits 
Core 15 
Directed Electives 6
Free Electives1 3/6
Project/Thesis 3/6 
Total number of credits required for graduation 30 

Master of Science in Epidemiology, Master of Science in 
Population Health, and Master of Science in Environmental 
Sciences (Major: Environmental Health)
Credit Load
A full-time student must carry a minimum load of 9 credits per term. Students can 
register for up to 12 credits per term. Students who wish to register for more than 12 
credits must petition the Graduate Studies Committee for approval.

For full information on academic rules and regulations and general requirements for the 
Master of Science in Epidemiology, Master of Science in Population Health and Master 
of Science in Environmental Sciences (Major: Environmental Health), refer to the General 
University Policy section in this catalogue.

Master of Public Health Program
Credit Load
A full-time student must carry a minimum load of 12 credits per term. Students can 
register for up to 18 credits per term. Students who wish to register for more than 18 
credits must petition the Graduate Studies Committee for approval.

A part-time student must carry a minimum load of 5 credits per term. Students who 
wish to register for less than 5 credits must petition the Graduate Studies Committee 
for approval.

Policy on Practicum Policy Registration
Students enrolled in the MPH program are required to complete the 42 credits of core, 
concentration and public health experience courses in addition to the zero credit 
mandatory workshops. 

Those joining the program on a part time basis must start their enrolment with the core 
course(s) required for the concentration area they are joining.

1) Thesis track students are required to take 3 credits and those in the project track are required to take 6 credits. 
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Students can register for the Practicum and Integrative Learning Experience II (PBHL 
399B) courses with only one core and/ or one concentration course (not including PBHL 
305), as long as the course(s) not yet taken does/ (do) not consist of material needed to 
effectively undertake activities of the Practicum or the courses. 

Students can only register for the PBHL 399B (ILE II) upon completion of the PBHL 399A 
(ILE I).

The student needs to seek approval to be allowed to register a concentration course 
along with the practicum.

Policy on Transferring to another Concentration
The MPH program has three options for concentration, which are Epidemiology and 
Biostatistics (EPBS), Health Promotion and Community Health (HPCH), and Health 
Management and Policy (HMP). Every year, a quota for admissions is set for each. 
Students are accepted into the program in a particular concentration area. Students may 
petition to transfer to another area of concentration. Petitions are reviewed in current 
and prospective departments in light of student academic performance, justification 
for transfer and implications on the quota. The final decision is made by the Graduate 
Studies Committee. Students cannot transfer to another concentration before the 
grades of the first term of enrolment in the current concentration are released. 

Policy on Exemption
Course Exemption 
Exemption from a required FHS course may only be considered when the student has 
proof that s/he has satisfactorily completed a comparable course in a recognized 
university normally with a minimum grade of 80 or the equivalent. The requirement of 
this particular course may be waived but not its credits (i.e., the candidate has to replace 
the exempted course credits with another course(s) having the same number of credits). 
The course instructor may require that the petitioning student take an exam in order to 
demonstrate proficiency in the subject prior to the official registration period for the 
required course. In cases where students want to take a course in another faculty and 
equate it for a required course in the MPH program, the course instructor (or relevant 
department chairperson) must approve the petition for equating courses prior to the 
student registering for the course. Request for course exemption for MPH students is 
only possible if the student completed the course in which exemption is sought within 
the previous 5 years of the exemption request date. MPH students are allowed to be 
exempted from a maximum of 6 graduate credits.

Practicum Exemption 
No exemption is granted for the practicum experience. However, a partial waiver of 
hours can be granted on a case-by-case basis. Students with the required level of 
experience prior to joining the MPH program may request a partial waiver to complete 
150 hours of practicum work (instead of 300 hours), if they offer enough evidence of 
fulfilment of minimum four years of full time relevant and documented public health 
work experience prior to joining the MPH program. Decisions related to the practicum 
waiver are based on the submission of complete practicum waiver portfolio to the FHS 
practicum coordinator. The portfolio should include a) filled practicum waiver form; 
b) copy of CV with relevant public health workplace references; c) two-page report 
mapping previous work experience (prior to enrollment) to a minimum of two core and 
one concentration competencies; d) documentation of relevant tasks and respective 
outputs during employment prior to enrollment in the MPH program. The student should 
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have his/her portfolio screened and approved by the Academic Advisor prior to its 
submission to the Practicum Coordinator by the end of the second month of enrollment. 
Decision regarding the practicum waiver needs to be in the student file prior to the 
advising period of the student’s third term of enrolment. Students granted partial waiver 
register for a 1-credit practicum course (HMPD/HPCH/EPBS 366). The waived practicum 
credit should be replaced with a one-credit elective. 

Policy on Transfer of Credits
For courses taken outside FHS or outside AUB
A transfer of credits may be considered when the student has satisfactorily completed 
a course with a minimum grade of 80 or equivalent at a recognized university, faculty or 
program. The transferred credits are accepted in lieu of credits earned in a comparable 
course in FHS. Request for transfer of credits for MPH students is only possible if the 
student completed the course in which transfer is sought within the previous 5 years of 
the transfer request date. Normally, credits counted toward another graduate degree 
at AUB or another institution cannot be transferred if they have already been used to 
satisfy requirements for another awarded graduate degree.

The number of credits that can be transferred cannot exceed 12 credits of comparable 
courses at FHS. 

For courses taken within FHS, a transfer of credits may be considered for all courses the 
student has passed. 

Procedure for Exemption and Transfer of Credits
To be exempt from or to transfer courses, the candidate should petition the Graduate 
Studies Committee and attach the following official documents after consulting with 
the advisor:

•	 a letter of request for exemption and/or transfer 
•	 the official catalogue of the transferring institution 
•	 a detailed description of course content and syllabus
•	 an official statement of records/grades earned for the course(s)

For both the exemption from and transfer of credits, the transferring university must be 
deemed to have comparable academic standards to those of AUB.

The chairperson of the department offering the course should seek the opinion of 
the course instructor(s) and the departmental members in writing and submit the 
recommendation of the department, along with the supporting documents, to the FHS 
Graduate Studies Committee for final approval.

Probation
Placement on Probation 
A student is placed on probation if one of the following occurs:

•	 s/he fails in any graduate course taken for credit (passing grade is 70)
•	 s/he fails to obtain a minimum cumulative average of 80 in graduate courses

Part-timers can only be evaluated after completion of at least 10 credits. Their cumulative 
average is evaluated every term thereafter. 

A student with an admission score (major and cumulative averages) of at least 75, but 
less than 80, will be admitted on probation.
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Removal of Probation
A full-time student will be removed from probation at the end of a term if s/he has 
passed all courses and attained a cumulative average of 80. 

Part-timers are first evaluated after completion of at least 10 credits. Their cumulative 
average is evaluated every term thereafter. 

Dismissal from the Program
A student on probation may be dismissed upon the recommendation of the Graduate 
Studies Committee if one of the following occurs:

•	 s/he fails to be removed from probation after one term or its equivalent for part–
timers (10 credit hours) 

•	 the Graduate Studies Committee members regard the student as not having made 
satisfactory academic progress, not having shown sufficient professional promise, or 
as not having behaved in accordance to the norms and values upheld by FHS and AUB

•	 placement on probation more than once (not counting the probation at admission 
time)

RCR Requirements
All newly admitted graduate students are required to successfully complete an online 
course on Responsible Conduct of Research (RCR) from the Collaborative Institutional 
Training Initiative (CITI Program). The course “covers core norms, principles, regulations, 
and rules governing the practice of research.” It consists of the following modules: 
Research Misconduct, Data Management, Authorship, Peer Review, Mentoring, Using 
Animal Subjects in Research, Conflicts of Interest, Collaborative Research and Research 
Involving Human Subjects. FHS requires the completion of the following additional two 
modules, Social and Behavioral Responsible Conduct of Research Course, as well as 
Students - Class Projects.

Curricula
Master of Public Health
The Master of Public Health (MPH) curriculum is composed of three principal elements 
which include core courses, concentration courses and public health experience 
courses. Core courses emphasize critical public health competencies. Concentration 
courses provide students with an opportunity to specialize in a chosen discipline of 
public health. The public health experience courses provide an opportunity to practice 
the knowledge and skills acquired from the coursework (core and concentration courses) 
into hands-on experience that is then synthesized and linked to core and concentration 
competencies. 

Students enrolled in the MPH program may choose to specialize in one of three 
different disciplines of Public Health which are Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Health 
Promotion and Community Health, and Health Management and Policy (Health Service 
Management track).
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I. Core Courses (Required of all MPH Students)

Core Courses 
Lecture 

Hrs./ 
Week 

Lab 
Hrs./ 
Week 

Credit 
Hrs. 

PBHL 312 Foundations of Public Health 1.5 0.5 2 

ENHL 301 Environmental Health and Sustainable 
Development 1 0 1 

PBHL 310 Research Methods in Public Health 2 2 3 
EPHD 300 Principles of Epidemiology 1.5 0.5 2
EPHD 310 Basic Biostatistics 2 2 3 
HMPD 300 Health Systems Management 3 0 3 
HPCH 301 Health Communication 2 0 2 
IPEC 300 Inter-professional Education 0 2 1 

PBHL 303 Design and Evaluation of Public Health 
Programs 2 2 3

PBHL 304 Public Health Policy and Advocacy 3 0 3
PBHL 305 Contemporary issues in Public Health 0 1 0

PBHL 306A Workshop Series: Library and Literature 
Search Skills 0 0 0

PBHL 306B
Workshop Series: Proposal Writing and 
Literature Synthesis for Public Health 
Research and Practice

0 0 0

PBHL 306C Workshop Series: Conflict Resolution, 
Mediation and Negotiation Skills 0 0 0

Public Health Experience Courses
PBHL 399A Integrative Learning Experience I 0 0 1
PBHL 399B Integrative  Learning Experience II 0 0 2
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II. Concentration Courses
A. Epidemiology and Biostatistics (EPBS)

Lecture 
Hrs./ 
Week

Lab 
Hrs./ 
Week

Credit 
Hrs.

Required Concentration Courses
EPHD 312 Analysis of Continuous Data 1.5 0.5 2 
EPHD 313 Analysis of Categorical Data 2 2 3 

EPHD 316 Epidemiology, Prevention and Control of 
Communicable Diseases 2 0 2 

EPHD 317 Epidemiology of Non -Communicable 
Diseases and Mental Health Disorders 1.5 0.5 2 

EPHD 320 Epidemiology Beyond the Basics 1.5 0.5 2 
Required Public Health Experience Courses 340
EPHD 3651 Practicum 0 30 2 
Students in this group should take at least 3 credits of electives to complete their 
credit requirements. 

B. Health Promotion and Community Health (HPCH)
Lecture 

Hrs./ 
Week

Lab
Hrs./
Week

Credit
Hrs.

Required Concentration Courses
HPCH 331 Theories in Health Promotion 2 0 2

HPCH 332 Community Health Promotion, Mobilization 
and Advocacy 3 0 3

HPCH 333 Social Marketing for Health Promotion 2 0 2
HPCH 334 Qualitative Research in Health Promotion 2 0 2
HPCH 335 Implementation Research for Public Health 2 0 2
Required Public Health Experience Courses
HPCH 3651 Practicum 0 30 2
Students in this group should take at least 3 credits of electives to complete their credit 
requirements.

1) Students may be granted partial waiver of practicum hours if they have minimum 4 years of full time relevant and 
documented public health work experience prior to joining the MPH program.
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C. Health Management and Policy (HMP) Health Service Management Track

Lecture 
Hrs./ 
Week

Lab
Hrs./
Week

Credit
Hrs.

Required Concentration Courses
HMPD 315 Performance Improvement 3 0 3

HMPD 318 Policy and Decision Making in Health 
Systems 2 0 2

HMPD 342 Financial Management and Accounting in 
Health Care Organizations 3 0 3

HMPD 351 Health Economics 2 0 2
Required Public Health Experience Courses
HMPD 3651 Practicum 0 30 2
Students in this group should take at least 4 credits of electives to complete their 
credit requirements.

Master of Science in Epidemiology
Lecture 

Hrs./ 
Week

Lab
Hrs./
Week

Credit
Hrs.

Required Courses
PBHL 312 Foundations of Public Health 1.5 0.5 2
PBHL 305 Contemporary issues in Public Health 0 1 0
PBHL 310 Research Methods in Public Health 2 2 3
EPHD 300 Principles of Epidemiology 1.5 0.5 2
EPHD 310 Basic Biostatistics 2 2 3
EPHD 313 Analysis of Categorical Data 2 2 3

EPHD 316 Epidemiology, Prevention and Control of 
Communicable Diseases 2 0 2

EPHD 317 Epidemiology of Non -Communicable 
Diseases and Mental Health Disorders 1.5 0.5 2

EPHD 320 Epidemiology Beyond the Basics 1.5 0.5 2
EPHD 395 Comprehensive Exam 0
Electives
EPHD 312 Analysis of Continuous Data 1.5 0.5  2
EPHD 321 Design and Analysis of Clinical Trials 1 2 2
EPHD 322 Special Topics in Epidemiology 2 0 2
EPHD 324 Special Topics in Biostatistics – – 1-3
Students should take at least 5 credits of electives.
Thesis
EPHD 399 Thesis 6

1) Students may be granted partial waiver of practicum hours if they have minimum 4 years of full time relevant and 
documented public health work experience prior to joining the MPH program.
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Master of Science in Environmental Sciences  
(Major: Environmental Health)
Course Type Credits
A. Core Courses 15
ENSC 640 Toxicology and Environmental Health Hazards 3
PBHL 310 Research Methods in  Public Health              3
PBHL 312 Foundations of Public Health 2
ENHL 301 Environmental Health and Sustainable development 1
ENHL 312 Occupational Health 3
ENHL 314 Environmental Management Systems 3
ENSC 695 Comprehensive Exam 0
B. Electives 9-12
Directed Electives 6
Free electives1 3-6
C. Thesis or Project 3-6
ENSC 699 Thesis 6
ENSC 697 Project 3
Total number of credits required for graduation 30

Interdisciplinary Courses
PBHL 312  Foundations of Public Health  1.5:0.5; 2 cr.
This is a graduate course which introduces learners to the field of Public Health, its 
principles, values and functions. Students will learn how to use theory in public health 
to analyze contemporary local and global health issues and their determinants. Course 
material focuses on biological, psychological, environmental, behavioral, wider social 
and global determinants of health and their interrelationships. Throughout the course, 
students use a variety of learning material to apply theory, critical thinking and discuss 
public health ethics in a broad array of real world examples. The course will prepare 
graduate students for further course work and training in PH.

PBHL 303 Design and Evaluation of Public Health Programs  2.2; 3 cr.
This course introduces students to the concepts and methods of public health program 
design and evaluation. Students will develop skills for assessing population needs for 
the development of health programs. The course then covers public health program 
design, including developing measurable objectives, identifying evidence-based 
intervention strategies, and planning for program implementation. Students will learn 
to select appropriate methods for impact and process evaluation of health programs. 
Prerequisite: PBHL 310 and PBHL 312.

PBHL 304 Public Health Policy and Advocacy 3.0; 3 cr.
This course introduces students to the relevant concepts and approaches in public 
health policy and advocacy. It will provide students with a basic understanding of 
the public health policymaking process as well as the basic elements of advocacy. 
The aim is to make MPH students informed of the complex nature about public health 
policy development, be critical consumers of health policy research and evidence, 
1) Thesis track students are required to take 3 credits and those in the project track are required to take 6 credits. 
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and analytical of the influence of various actors on the policy process. Students will 
learn the stages of the policy process (i.e., agenda setting, policy development, policy 
implementation and policy evaluation). The field draws upon numerous disciplines. 
As such, course readings will be drawn from political science, sociology, biomedical 
sciences and policy studies.  Students will also cover the basic elements of an advocacy 
process, including defining the issue, understanding the audiences and crafting 
advocacy strategies. Case studies, class discussions, and guest speakers will provide 
tangible examples of public health policy and advocacy processes at the national, 
regional and international levels. Ethics and equity considerations will be included in 
discussions related to concepts and application.

PBHL 306 A  Library and Literature Search Skills 0 cr.
A 2 day hands-on compulsory workshop for all MPH students where learners acquire 
search skills to look for, identify, read, evaluate and save their literature searches in 
order to write a synthesis for their academic work. The workshop trains learners on the 
use of major resources at the University libraries (search engines, databases,…), search 
techniques, and the use of databases to search, store and save searches. It also provides 
them with skills to evaluate the extracted information, synthesize the literature and 
identify a gap. Based on this, they write-up a short synthesis of a selection of relevant 
literature.

PBHL 306 B  Proposal writing for Public Health Research and Practice 0 cr.
This is a required 2-day workshop for all MPH students that enables learners to develop 
skills for writing a concept note and draft proposal for public health research and practice 
on a question or topic of their interest that they have discussed or thought through 
in Public Health Research Methods or a similar course. Given that the field of public 
health entails both research and intervention, technical skills for developing a project 
proposal for research and intervention are necessary for the public health practitioner. 
The workshop addresses the types of concept notes and proposals, their elements and 
stages of writing. The workshop will also provide learners with an overview on traits of 
a good writer and tips from successful proposals as well as with examples of weak or 
unsuccessful applications. Prerequisite: PBHL 310 and PBHL 306A.

PBHL 306C Conflict Resolution, Negotiation & Mediation skills 0 cr.
A two-day workshop where graduate students will be trained on how to manage 
interpersonal conflict effectively. During this workshop, learners will develop an 
understanding of different types of interpersonal conflict, as well as causes and 
prominent human behaviors in a conflict situation. They will also practice negotiation 
skills and conflict resolution strategies through simulations of various scenarios while 
using mediation and problem solving skills. Prerequisite: HPCH 301.

PBHL 310  Public Health Research Methods 2.2; 3 cr.
This course addresses the principles of research design and the methods used in both 
quantitative and qualitative public health research. The course encourages students to 
think critically about public health evidence and how it is derived. Topics include the 
following: the distinct but complementary roles of  quantitative and qualitative research 
approaches; synthesizing published literature to identify a research gap; formulating 
research questions; choosing appropriate methods of quantitative data collection for 
public health; the process of qualitative data collection and qualitative analysis using 
software; and ethical issues in public health research. Practical and conceptual issues 
are both discussed. This course is a core requirement of the MPH, the MS in Epidemiology, 
and the MS in Environmental Studies (Environmental Health). 
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PBHL 320  Special Topics in Public Health  1-3 cr.
A course that explores special topics, contexts, populations, or skills that influence 
public health practice and research. The course is focused on applied experiences, 
dialogue and discussion, and critical thinking. Repeated for credit under different topics. 
Offered occasionally.

PBHL 399 Integrative Learning Experience I and II 1-2 cr. 
The Integrative Learning Experience (ILE) provides an opportunity for students to 
synthesize the competencies that they have gained during the MPH program by 
completing a substantive project of public health relevance. Over the course of 
two consecutive regular terms, students are expected to design and implement a 
project that addresses their interests while contributing to the field of public health. 
A variety of project forms are acceptable within the guidelines set by the Graduate 
Public Health Program. Each student will develop and implement the project under 
the guidance of a faculty advisor. The ILE is completed over two terms: Integrative 
Learning Experience I (1 credit) and Integrative Learning Experience II (2 credits).  
Pre-requisite:Completion of all but two of the concentration courses. Co-requisites: EPHD 
310,PBHL 310 and EPHD 300. ILE I (PBHL 399A) is a pre-requisite for ILE II (PBHL 399B).

Interdepartmental Courses
IDTH 210  Fundamentals of Medical Research1 40.10; 3 cr.
This course provides first year medical students with their first exposure to research 
methodology. Fundamental principles and concepts of evidence-based medicine, 
epidemiology and biostatistics are presented and discussed. 

IDTH 215  Becoming a Doctor-3: Global Health1 21.21; 2 cr.  
 and Social Medicine
This course introduces students to central issues in the practice of social medicine and 
global health and the connection between them. It examines how social forces become 
embodied as pathologies; how political, economic and historic trends influence 
the distribution of disease among different populations; and how new trends in the 
organization of care affect the most vulnerable members of society. 

IDTH 268  Clerkship in Preventive Medicine and Public Health1 10.80
A clerkship in which teams of senior medical students assess, critique and propose 
solutions to problems of public health or clinical significance. The students examine 
policy, organizational, social and individual challenges to these problems, addressing 
issues such as equity in health and setting public health programs, and identifying 
opportunities for change. Data collection and statistical analysis are secondary 
objectives.

IPEC 300  Inter-Professional Education and Collaboration  1.1; 1 cr.
This is a required course for third-year medical, senior undergraduate Nursing and 
Master of Public Health students, and it aims at demonstrating how population health is 
best promoted and safe, patient-centered care is best provided through a collaborative 
health teams approach. The course will be based on cases designed by faculty 
members belonging to the three aforementioned disciplines, on topics on which inter-
professional partnership is necessary. Discussion groups combining students from all 
three professions will be moderated by faculty members from the three professions. 
Students will learn the roles and responsibilities of other health professions and how to 
1) Public Health courses taught by FHS in the Faculty of Medicine.
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function in inter-professional teams. Prerequisites: For MPH students: Completion of all, 
or all but one, of the concentration course. Undergraduate Nursing students must be in 
their senior year and Medical students in their third year. Enrolment by other students is 
possible upon the approval of the course coordinator.




